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Oasis is a Thanet-based charity with the objective of supporting and empowering
families who are experiencing domestic abuse. We offer support via our refugebased accommodation for women and their children who are fleeing their homes
and via our community-based services for adults and young people. Seventy per
cent of our refuge residents are children or young people and we aim to provide
them with comprehensive support that is focused on long-term recovery from trauma. We also provide early intervention for vulnerable children and young people in
the Thanet community who are at-risk of becoming victims or perpetrators of domestic abuse. We have a charity shop, 'The Oasis Shop' on Northdown Rd in
Cliftonville which is currently seeking more volunteers.
Our speaker on 3rd December will be Denise Sturges-Allard, who is an Oasis Ambassador.

The Autumn Fayre held on the 18 November was a great success. The sum raised
was £859 including donations of £100 and £30. The Friends raised £223 so overall
the total was £!082 a wonderful result.
Many thanks from us all to all who donated goods for our stalls. Everyone did so
well,it was a lovely morning,enjoyed by all.
Particular thanks from us to Andrew Way encouraging people into the church with
his music.
Pam and myself on refreshments were very grateful to Ann and John Bartlett ,unseen heroes,for the massive amount of washing up they did.
Warm wishes Sue Bennett
“THE FRIENDS”
Our sincere thanks go out to everyone who provided items including all of the lovely jewellery which is always popular and did not disappoint again this time, or who
gave a donation towards our excellent total at this years Christmas Fayre. Again a
big THANK YOU to you all.
Christine and Joy.

Dear All
November was blessed by the confirmation in Canterbury Cathedral by Bishop Trevor of Maureen Clamp, and Ronald and Susan Hodges. The service took place on the
evening of 25 November and apart from the ‘Westgate Three’ seventeen other people from around the diocese were confirmed as well. I am sure it was moving for our
friends to take the next step on their Christian journey; it certainly was for me. On
the next day, all three were at the main Sunday Eucharist to receive their first holy
communion. I found that very moving too. Please remember them in your prayers.
And please pray too that others will be called in due course to take the same step.
SIAMS stands for Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist Schools. Such
inspections are carried out under the aegis of the Church of England, the National
Society and the Methodist Church. St Saviour’s School had a SIAMS inspection
(they are held every few years) on 13 November, and I was invited to meet the inspector along with the chair of governors (Graham Neve) and another governor, Rebecca Botha (the lady who took the picture of me holding a duckling, if you remember that). They spoke about how the governors supported and developed the specifically Christian aspects of the life of the school. I was asked about the links between
the school and the parish, and how we all play our part in supporting its work as the
Church of England Junior School on our doorstep.
I do not know the final outcome of the inspection, but can quote what Nick Bonell,
the Headteacher, wrote on the school’s website: ‘Thank you to all our families for
providing such positive feedback to our SIAMS inspector last week, either by a conversation on the school gate or by completing a parent / carer survey last term. The
inspector was very impressed by our children. I cannot confirm an actual grade until
the report is published but suffice to say I am delighted with the outcome!’ Wonderful.
November also saw the Autumn Fair at which the parish and the Friends of St Saviour’s Church raised over £1000 between them. Thank you to all who put in the hard
work of setting up stalls and running them on the day. Thank you too to all who donated goods for the stalls and the raffles. And a very special thank you to all who
supported the day by opening their wallets and purses.
I began November in Malling Abbey, where I was on retreat. The daily round of the
offices and the Eucharist, together with the space and the silence, enabled me to take
stock of where I am on my own journey, and to spend more time with God in prayer.
On the day after my return we had the annual All Souls service, where a good number of people gathered together to remember loved ones now dead. There seems to a
growing need for such services, which attract people who are not regular churchgoers to come in through the door. It is a privilege to be able to help them in whatever way we can.
Still with the theme of remembering, the Remembrance Sunday service on 12 November attracted 99 more adults than last year, and 40 more children. This was an
extraordinary turnout, and the church looked very full from where I was standing.
Thank you to all who supported it, and the following service at the War Memorial,
led by the Revd George Kalu, of the URC church. My main memory of the Memorial service is how very windy it was. It was a joy to get indoors again, and have a cup

of tea.
On the inter-faith front, I attended a marvellous talk given by Rabbi Cliff Cohen of
the Reformed Jewish Synagogue in Thanet. He was speaking about his involvement
for several years in a multi-faith chaplaincy in Canterbury Prison, before it was
closed. As often as not, he was responsible for setting up a room for Muslim Friday
prayers, and attending them with the Muslim prisoners. In four years, only two Jewish prisoners needing his ministry passed through the prison. He often prayed with
Christians, who not infrequently asked him not to try to find suitable Christian prayers for whatever had happened, which would involve him struggling through any
number of books of Christian prayers which the chaplains’ office held, but instead to
use prayers from his own tradition. He stressed the two greatest gifts that chaplains
can give those with whom they work: self-esteem and hope. He took his insights into
the setting up of a pastoral side to the work being done nationwide by an organisation helping with the care of migrants. He retired from that about a year or so ago, as
he is nearing 70.
He met Archbishop Rowan on several Christmas mornings in Canterbury Prison.
After leading a cathedral service, the archbishop would turn up at the prison armed
with what was necessary to take a service for the prisoners, including a crosier. In
what seems to have become an annual ritual for him, on arriving at the prison gates
he would ask the warder who opened it whether he might be allowed to bring another crook into the prison!
November (which seems to have been quite a busy month in retrospect) also saw a
joint meeting of the PCC with the management committee of the Westgate Heritage
Centre. We discussed ways of co-operating more closely in the future, especially in
terms of the requirement that there will be on the parish to keep the church building
open for at least 240 hours a year for non-service-related events. This requirement
comes from the Heritage Lottery Fund as one of the things we have to do in return
for the grant they are giving to the church. The Heritage Centre has always been
crucial to our fulfilling such obligations in the past, and will continue to be in the
future. We also discussed ways in which we could help the Heritage Centre more.
An amicable meeting ended with good progress having been made.
Our thoughts turn now to December and Advent and Christmas. There will be the
usual round of special services in connection with Christmas, to which you will all
be very welcome. Liz and I will be away for ten days in December, visiting our son
Gregory in Macclesfield where he will be in Alan Aykbourn play, Season’s Greeting, put on by the Macclesfield Amateur Dramatic Society, better known as MADS!
We will then spend the best part of a week in Kendal, where Liz has family and a
place with many happy memories for me, as my grandmother lived there until her
death in 1978.
Liz and I, and the rest of our family, who will be with us in Westgate for Christmas,
wish you all a very merry Christmas, and a very happy new year 2018.
Lots of love.
Peter

3rd

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”
Sunday 5th November

Ruby-Rose Rawlins
Frankie Shaun Maxwell Adams

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Phyll, Carol, Doreen

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”
Dot Goodey

Churchwardens’ Report
The memory of those who lost their lives in war was well remembered by
the many who joined together in the Remembrance Sunday Service in St.
Saviour’s Church “We will remember them”. This service followed a short
service on Armistice Day with the two minutes’ silence at the eleventh hour
of the eleventh day of the eleventh month. Both services were led by Peter.
£307.78 is being sent to the Royal British Legion in Broadstairs.
The procession to the War Memorial in Sea Road was well organized with
the service being led by Revd Dr George Kalu supported by Revd Dr Peter
Rowe and Canon David Caine. Many wreaths were laid at the foot of the
War Memorial including those of the uniformed organizations, Councils and
Community groups. Following the service, refreshments were kindly provided by the United Reformed Church in Westgate Bay Avenue.
On 15th November the PCC and Management Committee of the Westgate
Heritage Centre held a meeting in church to discuss ways of overcoming the
problem of having the church open to the public “40 days each year outside
of the regular hours of worship” and until 10 years after the project completion.” (a requirement of the Heritage Lottery Fund). Various suggestions
were made which we are looking into to provide the required amount of
240 hours. At present we are open 236 approximately hours per annum.
Other items discussed included display facilities for both parties and the
provision of Guide Books and a virtual tour facility.
As regards the progress of the Heritage Lottery Fund, we are still at the Development Stage of providing activity plans and tenders for the project are
now being discussed.

The Autumn Fayre this year was a very busy time with more visitors than
usual staying longer. We would like to thank Revd Andrew Way for providing the attractive music encouraging passers-by to come to the Fayre. We
now know that this makes a lot of difference to the outcome at the end of
the day.
We raised £859.88 and the Friends of St. Saviour’s raised £223.15.
We thank everyone for their support and their generosity.

Thank you to those who responded to the Grand Christmas and New Year
Clean. 13 volunteers arrived and we achieved our aim of preparing
St.Saviour’s Church ready for Christmas. Everyone worked very hard;
sweeping the floor, dusting pew seats, dusting at high level (a man’s job!),
brass cleaning, hoovering the carpets, sweeping the window sills, ending
with washing all the floor tiles. What a difference this all made.
We then all decided that if the time was right more of these kind volunteers
would be able to join the team. We thank you all for coming to help and we
will be in touch shortly regarding the date and time of the next ordinary
monthly clean for our new team.

The Church looked really transformed on Sunday into a bright, shiny and
welcoming church. It is a pleasure to report that on Saturday evening at
6pm, Maureen, Susan and Ron, members of our congregation were confirmed in Canterbury Cathedral by Trevor, Bishop of Dover. They were being presented by Peter. The two Churchwardens, Christine and Brenda,
with Christine Bolger and Joy also attended this service in the Cathedral in
support of the three candidates and Peter. The Service of Confirmation was
enjoyed by us all. It was simple in its message that God loves us all, and we
were frequently reminded of own confirmations. What a joy it was to welcome Maureen, Susan and Ron to their first Communion in St. Saviour’s.
We look forward to seeing you all at our Carol Service on Sunday, 17th December at 3.30pm; Holy Communion at 8am on Dec. 24th; Holy Communion
at 10.30am on Dec. 24th; Christingle Service on Sunday 24th Dec. at 4pm and
Midnight Service at 11.30pm; Christmas Day Family
Communion on Dec. 25th at 10.30am; Family Service Sunday 7th Jan. 2018 at
10 30am.
With love and Christmas blessings from Christine and Brenda

BELLRINGERS WANTED—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED
Want to try a new hobby? If you are aged between 9 and 90 you are welcome to
come and join us on a Thursday evening at 7.30pm in the Bell Tower—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED—tuition given.

Thanet Food Link, which is a registered charity supporting those who find themselves without food in Thanet, are currently needing additional volunteers.
Because our work has increased over the years, we have recently moved into a
new warehouse, and so more space now gives us the opportunity to take on more
volunteers.
Help is particularly needed in the warehouse, which involves putting away donated food and packing food parcels. We have sessions Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays in the mornings.
Anyone who is interested in helping with the local food bank, to phone 01843
226832.
Any help would be really appreciated. Love in Christ,
Debbie Ellisdon Thanet Food Link Ltd. Charity No: 1166696
Calling all ladies (with apologies to the gentlemen)
The local Women’s World Day of Prayer Committee is asking each church in
Margate, Westgate-on-Sea and Birchington to find one lady to read at the
annual services next year. The services will be held on Friday 2 nd March in
Cecil Square Baptist Church at 10.30am and in Garlinge Methodist Church at
7.00pm. The women of Suriname have prepared the interdenominational
service and the theme is All God’s Creation is Very Good!
If you would like to read at one of the services and can attend the rehearsal
for that service, please could you let me know by the end of the month? Rehearsals are on Friday 23rd February at the same time and in the same
church as the services taking place on the following Friday. Thank you.
Christine Attwood

News from St Saviour’s Church of England School
It has been a busy second term at St. Saviour’s. We were pleased to welcome Mrs
Jane Garrett for a SIAMS (statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist Schools)
inspection in the second week of this term. While I cannot divulge the exact grades
from the inspection until the final report is published by the National Society, I can
state that we are extremely pleased with Mrs Garrett’s judgements about our
school.
Our inspector, Mrs Garrett felt that our children had a very good understanding of
Christianity, that Religious Education and Collective Worship were of very good
quality and that our Christian values had a wide and deep impact on all areas of
school life.
Families choose St. Saviour’s for a variety of reasons but nearly all of our parents
and carers agree that our Christian ethos has a positive effect on their children. It
seems obvious, but one of the central message we use from Christianity with children is about treating everyone with respect. Consistently telling children to be
nice to everyone, explaining why and providing lots of examples from the bible, as
well as providing strategies for coping with conflict and modelling this by adults has
resulted in children who are genuinely polite and respectful.
Visitors to St. Saviour’s are always impressed by the courteous welcome extended
by our children and staff. We seems increasingly divided as a society but the emphasis at St. Saviour’s is on including everyone in our community. We are still focussed primarily on teaching the basics (reading, writing and maths) but we also
know that we are teaching our children how to be citizens of a community.
I am not naïve enough to think that our lovely children are exclusively a product of
our school. The main reason we have nice children is that we have nice families
who care deeply about their children. When you are blessed with a supportive
parent / carer community, most of the hard work has already taken place in children’s formative years. However, I do like to think that we take this firm foundation and build on it.
I would sincerely like to thank all members of our school and church community for
helping our pupils grow into well-rounded citizens. The support provided by members of St. Saviour’s Church during our recent pop-up prayer space is an excellent
example of diverse members of our community directly helping our children. I do
hope that this positive partnership will continue to flourish. Nick Bonell
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Sincere thanks for everyones support over this last year. I am eternally grateful
and wish you all every happiness over this Christmastide— may peace and good
will be with us all, Joy x.
A lovely Christmas celebrating the birth of our Lord and also a Happy New Year
to St Saviour’s Church Family. With every good wish. Thelma.
Gill and Jean wish everyone a Holy and Blessed Christmas and a Happy and fulfilled 2018.
A Happy Christmas and Peaceful New Year from The Neve Family.
“Brenda Carter wishes you all a Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year”

FROM THE TREASURER

Oct. 2017 Monthly Financial Review

In Oct RECEIPTS amounted to £7,527.16

We paid £182 for funeral fees, £401 from Friends of Kent Churches and £421 for
WHC heating & lighting.

We made PAYMENTS of £19,193.40

We paid £12,334 to the Heritage Lottery Fund and £767 for the Gas Careplan.

This resulted in an operating DEFICIT of £11,666.24

(DESIGNATED FUNDS)
The Flower fund stands at £226; Clerestory Windows Fund at £1,129
Brenda Carter (Treasurer)

Hello it your friend David I used to come to st saviours on Fridays and sometimes on
Sundays for 10.30am services I hope you are all well down in westgate I would like
to let you all know that it really lovely to hear how you are all doing in the parish at
the moment because I always give Brenda carter a call and just let's me know how
you are all doing also doesn't time just just fly past and hope you are all getting for
Christmas soon I would like to remind you all that I would like to tell you if you have
any letters or even greeting cards I would be very great full if you could pass them
on to brenda carter for me so she can post them to me at anytime I hope you are
keeping safe Best wishes to you all
From your friend David
i will be in touch always keep safe

Westgate Heritage Centre
Although the Heritage centre is now open only on the first Saturday of each month,
when we have our “talk day”, we have continued to be busy behind the scenes. Our
membership has grown steadily to more than 250. The talk in November was
attended by 112 people and our 2018 “Then and Now” calendar, a new venture for
us, is selling well. The December illustrated talk is on the ways in which Christmas
was celebrated in the past in Westgate-on-Sea and we hope that it will bring back
many memories. We live in such a fast-changing world that the Christmasses of our
childhoods will soon be as far distant in memory as those in medieval times!
In November I wrote about Screen South’s project to commemorate the First
World War – “100 miles – 100 years”, Walking Trails, in which Westgate-on-Sea was
taking part. We now have much more detail about the proposal for the weekend of
24/25th February when the trails will be launched county wide. Westgate-on-Sea
will be launching its trail on Saturday 24th February in an event beginning at 10.30
a.m. in St Saviour’s Church and finishing at 12.30 p.m. also in the church, which will
be open with displays and artefacts about the town’s story in the Great War.
I am very pleased that this will be a joint venture by St Saviour’s PCC and the Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Centre. St Saviour’s is the guardian not only of one of the
town’s War Memorials, but also of the Memorial Boards of the former Wellington
House Boys’ Preparatory School that was in Rowena Road (School Close was erected on the site). There are also other memorials in the church, of course – the chapel, designed by William Morris’ company was erected in 1920 to house the Rolls of
Honour, whilst the altar cross, candelabra, two stained glass windows, a prie-dieu
and a wall plaque honour individuals.
It is hoped that the display arranged by St Saviour’s Church will be able to
show the important part played by the parish church in the life of the people of
Westgate-on-Sea throughout those turbulent and sad four years. I am pleased that
the Revd Dr peter Rowe has offered to be on hand to explain the role of the church
in time of war. The Heritage Centre’s displays will show how the presence of the
RNAS seaplane base and the VAD hospitals in Westgate affected the life of the town
and the problems faced by the Westgate-on-Sea Parish Council and St Saviour’s
School. We are also hoping to provide a display about the role of the Town hall
Building complex – cinema, theatre and hall – in the war, as Cllr Joanna Cornford is
supporting the event by opening the Town Hall buildings.
We are also delighted that Sir Roger Gale MP has accepted our invitation to
launch the trail at 11.15 a.m. when we hope that 100 walkers will set out to walk.
Unfortunately, we cannot plan for the weather, but already we have had promises
of attempts to follow the trail come wind, rain or high water (possibly even snow).

There will be full details in next month’s Link and on posters and flyers, but please
support the event in whatever way you can. Put the date in your diary NOW!
In early October, I received a phone call from the Engagement Manager for
Membership and Co-op Relations inviting the Heritage Centre to apply for a grant
from the Co-op Community Fund for 2018. We had been nominated by someone
locally and the Manager had been impressed with our website (thank you Paul for
all your efforts there). We had a very small window of time in which to apply on
line, but with a superb effort of co-operation among the Committee members, we
managed to make our application by the required date. We heard on 23 rd November that we have been successful and we now hope that any members of the co-op
entitled to vote will support us. Details are on the co-op’s website. More news next
month on our progress!
The Heritage Centre Committee wishes everyone who reads the Link a happy and blessed Christmas.
Dawn Crouch

On sale now at a cost of £6.
A full colour Calendar for 2018 with both pictures of then and now of various views
around Westgate On Sea— makes a lovely Christmas Present! Available from the
Heritage Centre Members—Christine Attwood or Sally Whitworth.

“HEBREWS 14”

In a parish near our village, a new minister was appointed.
He was a gifted speaker with a keen, observant mind.
Whether Adventist, Baptist, Calvinist, Cultist or any other “ist”,
His denomination makes no difference to our story.
He was a very experienced minister and, keeping his ear to the ground,
He said little but learned much by letting his parishioners do the talking,
He soon got to know them, warts and all.
They were amiable people, not too bold and not too mild.
On a certain Sunday morning, he said: “Remember that next week,
At the Sunday service, I will talk about people’s tendency to lie.
So go and read Hebrews 14, alone or together with your family.
Go and read Hebrews 14, because there you will find the subject of my next sermon.”
At the next Sunday service, while taking off his glasses and looking intently at his
congregation,
The minister asked: “Now who has read Hebrews 14?
If you have not, please stay seated, if you have, please stand up.”
Only 1/3 stayed seated, the rest spontaneously stood up.
“Please be seated, my dear people, and now I will begin my sermon.
That it is addressed to the liars among you, surely, won’t surprise you.
I am bitterly disappointed that so many could stand up and tell a lie,
Because, my dear people, Hebrews 14 does not exist!

Hebrews is a letter with 13 chapters; chapter 14 is just not there,
And you could have known that, but you do not read your bible!
May this be a lesson to you; you are deceiving both God and man.
Please, pray for forgiveness and that you may never tell another lie.

And now let me tell you the moral of my sermon:
Lies are like chickens, they come home to roost.
Or…. however well hidden the lie, the truth will find it out.”

An anonymous Dutch poem translated into English prose
by the Cayley family.

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.

The deadline for January 2018 “The Link” is
Sunday 31st December 2017

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
Bellringers Practice every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring
Susan 836430 .
The Westgate Heritage Centre
WINTER OPENING
10am to 12 noon on the First Saturday of the month at 10.30am TALK
Saturday 2nd December Talk “Christmas & New Year in Westgate-On-Sea
Illustrated talk by Sally Whitworth
Saturday 6th January 2018 Talk “Westgate on Sea—Our Favourites” , members
favourite memories.
Refreshments available.
Church Cleaning 11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the
church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the church or ring
Christine Attwood Tel 833314 email cattwood2002@yahoo.co.uk
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Friday’s 11.45am to 1pm Church open for refreshments.
Thursday 14th December 7pm St Saviour’s Church of England School Carol Service for Families
Sunday 17th December 3.30pm Carol Service
Tuesday 19th December 9.30am St Saviour’s School end of term Service.

DECEMBER 2017
Now in this SEASON OF ADVENT leading up to CHRISTMAS, it is an exciting time of
the year.
Children especially wait in anticipation.
People busy buying presents, writing cards and wrapping gifts up, cooking Christmas puddings and baking Christmas cakes.
So much rushing here and there.
They need to stop and think awhile, What is this really all about?
The birth of Jesus Christ Our Lord on the 25th December.
This is what happened and changed the world.
We must ALL remember this, because it is the true meaning of Christmas.
Our beautiful Church Services help us to say – THANK YOU LORD for coming into
our lives.
So as Night falls and we drift off to sleep, the world is quiet and peaceful.
In the morning we awake to welcome Christmas Day.
So ends this rather turbulent year.
Next year 2018 we hope for more PEACE in this world of ours.
Marie Evans

