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Dear All
I am writing to you today, New Year’s Eve, because Peter is unwell, and has been
since Christmas Day, with a chest infection.
As we look back at the old year we see times that have been happy and times that
have been sad. Those we know and love have also had mixed fortunes and with love
and care we support them as best we can.
The new year brings change, and a fresh start, new hopes, new ideas, new friendships and new challenges. It also brings a wiser and older new you.
We are retiring some time in the Spring and we have been very happy with you all,
and will be sorry to leave sunny Westgate. We have enjoyed Harvest Lunches,
Strawberry Teas, a Garden Party, Christmas Fayres, Summer Fayres, and Plant
Sales, and we have watched while your community have supported charities, the
homeless, the hungry, the lonely, the children at home and overseas, the sick and the
elderly. May you long continue to care for one another.
I end with a prayer from John Philip Newell’s Praying with the Earth (2011; Canterbury Press, Norwich; p.7)).
PRAYER FOR THE LIFE OF THE WORLD
In lives where love has been born this day
thanks be to you, O God.
In families where forgiveness has been strong
thanks be to you.
In nations where wrongs have been addressed
where tenderness has been cherished
and where visions for earth’s oneness have been served
thanks be to you.
May those who are weary find rest this night.
May those who carry great burdens for their people find strength.
May the midwives of new beginnings in our world find hope.
And may the least among us find greatness
strength in our souls
worth in our words
love in our living.
Happy New Year!
Lots of love.
Liz

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”
For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Phyll, Carol, Doreen , Gill

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends
Patricia Vaughan, Simon Wayne Smith,

Bob and Kathy Drage

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”
Bill Dukes

Churchwardens’ Report
We enjoyed the company of many children during December. The month
began with the Family Service when everyone joined in as the story of Noah’s Ark was acted out and members of 1st Westgate Rainbows kindly
brought their Rainbow along to remind us of God’s special promise. The
Rainbows and members of our Church Family had been busy collecting toys
in November for children being helped by Oasis Domestic Abuse Service.
When the toys were brought up during the service they came in a much
greater number than two by two causing Denise from Oasis to return the following day to collect what was unable to be fitted in her large car immediately after the service. Thank you all for your generous response.
A few days later, together with Valda, we welcomed some beautifully behaved pre-school children from the Piggy Bank Nursery and their helpers.
We shared some Christmas songs and the children knew the story of the first
Christmas very well.
St Saviour’s School made two visits during December. The first was for their
carol service, which ended with a very energetic version of the Twelve Days
of Christmas, and they returned for their end of term service.
On Christmas Eve the church was packed for the annual Crib Service with
Christingles and 6 youngsters joined us for the Family Communion with Carols on Christmas Day.
Christingle Services were introduced by the Children’s Society nearly 50
years ago as a fund-raising event. Having heard a brief history of the Society
and some idea of its work today, the congregation at our service responded
very generously enabling us to send £507.48 to the Society.
We are very grateful to those who helped us last month by cleaning or decorating the church, making Christingles and helping at our special services.
None of our regular musicians were able to be with us on Christmas Day so
we are indebted to Penny Anderson of St Saviour’s School for making a CD
to accompany our singing.
With regard to church cleaning, the mini clean before the Eucharist on the
Friday before Christmas was so successful that it has been decided to repeat
it on a monthly basis starting on Friday 2nd February between 9am and
10am. Please volunteer if you are free then.
As part of the development stage of the PCC’s Heritage Lottery Grant, we
have been given the responsibility for a permanent display showing the heritage of St Saviour’s and providing a guide to complement the history and
guide produced by Dr Dawn Crouch for Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Centre.
Graham Field (Chair of the Heritage Centre’s Management Committee) has
kindly provided copies of postcards from his collection for the display boards,
which we intend placing in the social area near the crèche. Work on the
guide will be started in early January with the assistance of a designer from
Ramsgate.

We end with a reminder that there will be retiring collections for Porchlight
on Sunday 28th January. You may recall that Rachel from Porchlight spoke
about their work with the homeless in East Kent at our services on 16 th July
last year. As it was not possible to have a collection in aid of Porchlight then,
we very much hope members of the Church Family will be generous with
their giving at the end of this month. Further details about Porchlight can be
found elsewhere in this issue of The Link.
With love and blessings for 2018 from Brenda and Christine
Week of Christian Unity 18-25 January 2018
Services will take place as shown below, all will be at 10.30 a.m.
followed by coffee:
18 Jan led by RC Community in St Saviour’s
19 Jan

URC in Christ Church

20 Jan

All Saints at All Saints

21 Jan no special service but prayers within normal Sunday worship
22 Jan

All Saints at All Saints

23 Jan

St Saviour’s at St Saviour’s

24 Jan

URC in Christ Church

25 Jan
you can.

Methodists at Garlinge Methodist Church Please come to one or all if

Lent
Lent starts on 14 February and details of Lent groups and subject will appear in the
next magazine. If you are interested the Thursday Bible Study Group will start lent
Course on 15 February. Susan

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church
(Registered Charity No. 1002041)

Please join us for our first event of 2018 - the annual coffee morning. This takes
place on Saturday 27th January from 10am to 12noon in St Saviour’s Church. Admission is free but there will be a small charge for refreshments. There will also be a
raffle and the opportunity to renew subscriptions or become a first-time member.

As the annual subscription is only £2 per person, donations to round up cash or
cheque payments to the nearest £5 or £10 are always welcome. You do not need
to worship in St Saviour’s Church to become a member of The Friends.

Money raised from subscriptions, donations and special events enables us to give
grants to St Saviour’s Parochial Church Council (PCC). The grants can only be used
to:
Maintain, repair, renew, improve and enhance and extend the structure and
fabric, furniture, furnishings, fixtures and fittings of St Saviour’s Church
(including the bells and organ) and
Maintain and improve the garden and grounds of the Church including the surrounding walls
Another date for your diary is our annual general meeting on Saturday 29 th April
2018. This will also be held in St Saviour’s Church with refreshments available from
10am and business from 10.30am. We have some vacancies on the Committee to
fill from April and look forward to receiving nominations for these in the next few
months. Please speak to Alan Harris or Christine Attwood, if you are interested.

Christine Attwood
Secretary

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ.
As we approach the season of Christmas I find myself drawn more and more to the
theme of generosity. In this Advent season Margaret and I have been supporting
one of our parishes in their Reverse Advent initiative. Rather than opening windows of an Advent Calendar we have been challenged to put something each day
into a box which will in due course be distributed to those most in need in that parish. The gifts will be sorted to meet as far as possible the particular needs of the
recipient.
We have been stirred because God who shows himself to us in in Jesus Christ is
above all else a generous God. Generous in loving; generous in giving; generous in
bringing light through his people to the darkest places of his world.
I welcome this opportunity therefore to thank you for your generosity. Generosity
towards the needs of his world. My heart is warmed again by immediate responses
from across the Diocese to my Advent Justice Appeal which will continue to support
those who find themselves most on the margins of our society.
Thank you also for your generosity towards the support of our common life in the
diocese. It is easy sometimes to think of the Parish Share only as a process to keep
the structure of the diocese or of our local church on the road. For me the share is
like the Reverse Advent. An opportunity to give so that other communities less
fortunate than I am will be able to experience the light of Christ. As I go around the
Diocese I am deeply humbled to witness at first hand your generosity; a generosity
which is often costly and demanding.
It is in that context of generosity that, together with my senior colleagues, I want
to address the very real concerns which have arisen in a number of our communities over the projected level of Parish Share for the next years. For reasons which I
will try to explain, the Parish Share rises for next year have been in the range of 36% and it is understandable that there is a feeling that they are running above inflation and are difficult to afford in a time of continuing austerity nationwide. Unfortunately the Diocese does not have any reserves which can cushion parishes against
increases of this order.
I want to reassure you that throughout the whole budget-setting cycle the decisions that have been taken have not been taken lightly but have been taken in the
context of a diocesan strategy which is itself a response to the growing and serious
challenges that the Church of England faces nationally and locally.

Through our national programme of Renewal and Reform the Church of England is
seeking to face some of the major issues which confront us as Church today:
· The need for us to reach out more imaginatively to younger generations.
· The reality that the age profile of many of our congregations is becoming increasingly older.
· The challenge to address the fact that over the next five years or so over 40% of
our current stipendiary clergy will retire.
Here in the Diocese we have not only been aware of these issues for some time
but have been actively addressing them through our three key objectives of:
· Growth both numerical and spiritual · Reimagining ministry
· Building new partnerships with our communities
As I am sure you are all aware we have been refreshing these objectives more recently under the theme of “changed lives -> changing lives”. The Diocesan budget
from which the Parish Share allocations have devolved finds the resource for our
Diocesan strategic initiatives and momentum.
All that we have been about at Diocesan Synod these past 18 months has been
concerned with building the connections between all parts of our life - including
finance. That’s because within our 2018 diocesan budget lie many aspects of our
responses to the challenges we face.
The 2018 diocesan budget was this year constructed with a greater level of scrutiny from members of the Finance and Assets Committee – a group of people consisting of clergy, treasurers and finance officers from local parishes. It resulted in
an overall average 5% increase in costs driven primarily by the following:
· An increase of 2.9% in clergy stipends to bring them up to the national stipends
benchmark – thus reversing a period of around five years when Canterbury has
fallen behind the benchmark.
· A 12% increase in the cost of our training curates if we are to aspire to meet the
national targeted increase and ensure the diocese enjoys continuing well trained
ordained leadership into the future.

· A 6% increase in ministry training costs generally, reflecting the costs of the increased numbers of ordinands in training and the desire to widen the scope of essential lay ministries.
· A 12% increase in safeguarding costs, reflecting an increasing caseload for the
team and national requirements for more comprehensive training and policy development.
I thank God that we are already beginning to see some of the first fruits of our
endeavours. Thus we have the largest number of men and women training for
ordained and lay ministries at any point in our previous history. The age range of
those training absolutely affects our commitment to address the needs of the
younger generations who we seek to serve.
We fully accept that the communication of these increases could have been
better. To this end it has been agreed that the Senior Staff will engage with deanery synods early in 2018 to discuss the financial challenges facing parishes and the
diocese and how best to respond to them. It is expected that these will be open
deanery synod meetings. We will also conduct a review of the financial sustainability of Parish Share in the New Year. Please be assured that every effort will be
made to minimise future Parish Share increases, whilst at the same time not wishing to lose our momentum in responding to the challenges that we all face.
Generosity and the facing up to the reality of the challenges that we as a Diocese
face are not polar opposites but reflections of the one true God who not only revealed himself to us in his son Jesus Christ but also showed us the cost of discipleship on the Cross. We trust in that same faithful God who gives us our daily bread
even when the going gets tough. It was a joy therefore to see so many participating
in the Diocesan Day of Prayer as we sought to commit all that we are about as a
Diocese to God - including our finances and trust in him for renewal amongst us.
With my prayers and blessing,
Bishop Trevor

BELLRINGERS WANTED—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED
Want to try a new hobby? If you are aged between 9 and 90 you are welcome to
come and join us on a Thursday evening at 7.30pm in the Bell Tower—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED—tuition given.

Thanet Food Link, which is a registered charity supporting those who find themselves without food in Thanet, are currently needing additional volunteers.
Because our work has increased over the years, we have recently moved into a
new warehouse, and so more space now gives us the opportunity to take on more
volunteers.
Help is particularly needed in the warehouse, which involves putting away donated food and packing food parcels. We have sessions Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays in the mornings.
Anyone who is interested in helping with the local food bank, to phone 01843
226832.
Any help would be really appreciated. Love in Christ,
Debbie Ellisdon Thanet Food Link Ltd. Charity No: 1166696
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FROM THE TREASURER
November 2017 Monthly Financial Review
In November RECEIPTS amounted to £10,840.43
We received £859 from the Autumn Fair, £1,614 for Gift Aid and £6,000 from
the Friends of St.Saviour’s towards the Clerestory Windows Fund.
We made PAYMENTS of £9,505.42
We paid £536 for lightning conductor repair and £307 was sent to Maurice
House British Legion.
£6,000 was transferred into the Heritage Lottery Fund.
This resulted in an operating SURPLUS of £1,335.01
(DESIGNATED FUNDS)
The Flower fund stands at £226; Clerestory Windows Fund at £1,880
Brenda Carter (Treasurer)

News from St Saviour’s Church of England School
It has been a very busy December at St. Saviour’s. Mrs Alliston, Mrs Edwards and
Mrs Tift organised our Christmas Fair for the start of the month. The event was
very well attended and we raised just over fifteen hundred pounds for the
school. Children were very inventive and came up with a variety of stalls, including
glitter tattoos, bake sales and custom nail varnishing. Much fun was had by all.
We have also been holding Christmas parties for each year group. Not an event for
the faint of heart, imagine feeding ninety-six children sugar—packed food and then
playing party games for two hours. Children love these parties and each year group
staff team has perfected a set of activities to help children expend their Christmas
excitement and sugar-powered energy.
Last week saw our evening carol service at St. Saviour’s Church; this was a very enjoyable event. Mrs Anderson, our music teacher has spent month rehearsing various small ensembles to perform in church. When children are learning instruments, it is very tricky to play in time with another instrument, this only really gets
easier once children have completed Grade 2. It is amazing to see how children,
who have not yet completed Grade 1, are supported to play in small groups and
perform to a large audience – this takes skill and determination on the part of the
child and teacher. I loved watching these very inexperienced young musicians perform their pieces and not panic when they hit a wrong note or drifted slightly out of
time. Mrs Grey, our Year 6 leader, worked hard to prepare readers for the service,
these included, children, staff and governors. No St. Saviour’s carol service would
be complete without a rather raucous rendition of the twelve days of Christmas;
Miss Clark (our English subject leader) led proceedings, I can only apologise for
mine and Mr Arnold’s ‘singing’ – X-Factor will have to wait I fear.
These final three days have been relatively quiet. We held our Christmas lunch for
children today, all staff pitched in to serve turkey with trimmings. Year three children were fascinated to see Mrs Cook behind the lunch counter, serving potatoes.
I do hope that all of our families have a safe, enjoyable Christmas. Children and
staff have worked extremely hard since September and all deserve a restful festive
period. I would really like to thank our friends and colleagues at St. Saviour’s
Church for their unending support of the school and our community. I hope you all
have a lovely Christmas! Nick Bonell, Headteacher

Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Centre
We finished the year with a talk in December appropriately on Christmas celebrations in Westgate in the past. We were fortunate to find descriptions in “Keble’s
Gazette” of the ways in which the three churches of the new town and Estate of
Westgate were decorated for the season – in 1873 St James’ Church (opened in
January that year), in 1880 the temporary iron church of St Saviour in Cedric Road
(opened in May that year) and in 1884 the new church of St Saviour in St Mildred’s
Road (opened in July that year). Very detailed descriptions were given of the lavish
displays of flowers and greenery. There is no mention, however, of either a Christmas tree or of a crib. The Christmas tree had become a popular feature of the
homes of those who could afford it, but it was not brought into churches for sometime.
We also found descriptions of the “treats” or parties which were given to
the children “of the poor” and to those who attended Sunday School – up to eighty
were fed and entertained and then sent home with an orange and a cake. It reminded us that the orange was a luxury unknown to any but the wealthy at that
time, not just an exotic fruit available all the year round. We did bring things up to
date though in the memories of one of our members, whose father was a member
of the United Services’ Club in Westgate. In the 1960s those children were treated
to a visit to the cinema to see a Disney film, with an ice cream in the interval, before having tea at the Club, which always included cake and jelly. If anyone has any
similar memories they would like to share with us, please let us know and we can
add them to our collection.
We start the New Year with a Members’ Day when memories of Westgate
past, especially “Westgate gone”, will be shared.
In February Sally Whitworth and I will share a talk on “The Story of Three
Wills” with the audience. We have been delving back further into the past of the
area which now makes up Westgate-on-Sea to find out something about the families who owned the land, which was acquired by Herman Dirs Mertens, the founder
of the town and Estate, to enable him to fulfil his dream. We have greatly enjoyed
our research, which has taken us right back to Georgian times – a whole different
mindset.
Then, of course, on 24th February, we shall be participating in the Screen South
“100 Miles – 100 Years” Town Trail walks. We are looking forward to
making that a joint event with the Church family. We are still not convinced
that the weather will be kind, so we want to put on a really worthwhile display to supplement the information on the trail leaflet, so that it is worth
turning out, whatever the weather. There will soon be flyers with details,
but just make a note of the date and the time – from 10.30 a.m. on Sat 24th
February there will be a welcome with refreshments, with Sir Roger Gale

sending off the walkers at 11.15 a.m. ALL are welcome, walkers or not
– I’m afraid I shan’t be walking myself! You can look up the project at
www.kentww1.com
We have a busy programme ahead, so we hope to see you at some of
our events – it’s not necessary to be a member of the Heritage Centre, although
we now have over 250 people who have joined. The Heritage Centre Committee
wishes you a very Happy and Healthy 2018.
Dr Dawn Crouch

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.

The deadline for February 2018 “The Link” is
Sunday 28th January 2018

PORCHLIGHT 5 years ago Porchlight worked with 150 rough sleepers in Kent. This year
we expect to work with over 1,000.
Every person that sleeps on the streets of Thanet tonight is someone’s son, someone's
daughter, someone's childhood friend, a brother or a sister. And at Porchlight we believe that they have the potential to be someone's carer, someone's nurse, your child’s
teacher or future employer.
One of the people we helped in the past year and who demonstrates that lives can be
transformed is Kaya who was just 17 years old when she became homeless. She was
barely out of childhood and having to fend for herself on the streets.
As so very often is the case, a family relationship breakdown caused her to become
homeless. She slept in parks and public toilets but often felt safer to keep on the move.
Kaya spent 3 long months out in the cold, only eating every two days.
Porchlight gave Kaya a home in one of our 10 hostels. With somewhere safe and stable
to live she was able to overcome the emotionally damaging effects of homelessness.
She felt happy and so relieved to be safe and in from the cold.
While living with us Kaya went to college and studied social care. We helped her to develop the skills she needs to live independently and she has now moved into a place of
her own where we are helping her to settle in.
Through a range of services Porchlight is able to really see someone's story through: all
the way from getting off the street and into a safe and secure home, to getting into education, finding work, learning to budget your income and managing your physical and
mental health.
This is what achieves true independence and although it doesn’t happen overnight, it
does happen, with the caring, personalised and committed support of our staff. Last
year my colleagues on our Outreach Team helped 84% of the rough sleepers they
worked with off their streets and into a home.
This team and several of our other services are heavily dependent on donations from
the public and I would like to thank all of you and the St Saviours Church for your generous and committed support of our charity over the years.
Please give generously, through your gift you are part of the solution.
Rachel van Hoven Community Fundraising Manager
Porchlight 18‑19 Watling Street Canterbury Kent CT1 2UA

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE
PLEASE NOTE THAT FAMILY SERVICE IN MARCH and APRIL
WILL BE ON THE 2nd SUNDAY OF THE MONTH

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
Bellringers Practice every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring
Susan 836430 .
BIBLE STUDY GROUP CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS PERIOD
NEXT MEETING ON 11th JAN ON THE BEATITUDES at the home of Terry
& Lesley Valiant, PHONE 01843 293964. Details from Susan.
The Westgate Heritage Centre
WINTER OPENING
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL DUE 1ST JANUARY 2018
10am to 12 noon on the First Saturday of the month at 10.30am TALK
Saturday 6th January 2018 Talk “Westgate on Sea—Our Favourites” , members
favourite memories.
Refreshments available.
Saturday 3rd February Talk “The Story of Two, or maybe Three, Wills” Part 1
Church Cleaning 9am to 10am on the 1st Friday of each month.
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the
church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the church or ring
Christine Attwood Tel 833314 email cattwood2002@yahoo.co.uk
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Friday’s 11.45am to 1pm Church open for refreshments.
Thursday 18th January to 25th January Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
Saturday 27th January Friends of St Saviour’s Annual Coffee Morning and
Subscription Renewal.

