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Dear All
I am grateful to Liz for writing the letter in the last issue of the Link. I was ill at the
time, and it has taken most of January for me to shake off a chest infection, or was it
‘flu? Whatever it was, it was nasty while it lasted, as I know others have found. I feel
a lot better now and able to resume my work.
In early December I paid another visit to the Greek Orthodox church in Margate, and
enjoyed once again the Liturgy celebrated there. I also enquired about the Blessing
of the Seas on the first Sunday in January, where after the Liturgy in the church celebrated by the Greek Orthodox Archbishop Gregorios, he and the parish priest Father
Vissarion lead a procession to the sea where a silver cross is thrown into the water
and retrieved by a young boy, who looked absolutely frozen, poor thing. This service, which I had once seen performed in Limassol by Archbishop Makarios, celebrates the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan. I was looking forward to seeing it again in
Margate. As it was, I was too ill to make it, but there are several places on the internet where you can, as the saying is, ‘read all about it’. One video shows the parade
led by a band and attended by local mayors and corporations, including those of the
Cinque Ports, as well as the Orthodox community and other members of the public. I
noticed four large flags: the union jack, the flags of Cyprus and Greece, and the flag
of Byzantium. This latter is a common sight outside churches in Greece and on
Mount Athos, but I do not recall having seen it in Britain before. The Bishop of Dover, BishopTrevor, also attended the service. Perhaps I will be able to get to this service another year. I hope so.
With February upon us, our minds turn from Christmas and Epiphany to the beginning of Lent on Ash Wednesday, which this year is on St Valentine’s Day! Susan
Wing has kindly arranged our Lent courses, details of which appear elsewhere in this
issue. Lent culminates with Holy Week and Easter and this year the Deanery will be
hosting members of the Community of St Anselm, a Benedictine community set up
by Archbishop Justin in 2015. It consists of a group of Christians aged between 20
and 35 who spend one year in a community of prayer, study and serving local communities, based at the Archbishop’s London home, Lambeth Palace. Detailed arrangements are still emerging, and I will be able to give you more information about
how we will be affected when I get it.
In the meantime, the usual round of parish life carries on and the Heritage Centre has
held its first lecture of the new year and the Friends have had a coffee morning. On
both occasions, subscriptions were payable. If you are not yourself a member of the
Heritage Centre or the Friends, perhaps you might consider joining now? The person
to see about this is Christine Attwood. Her ‘phone number is at the beginning of this
issue.
The PCC has been particularly busy in recent weeks. It is finalising the applications
for whatever faculties may be necessary to enable the repairs to the high-level windows in the church, and the rain-water goods on the outside of the building, to be
carried out. There will also be some internal works, notably the new storage arrangements for the Heritage Centre in the south east corner of the name, and some changes in the vestries. In addition to that, a start has been made on preparations for the
Annual Meetings, to be held on Saturday 28 April in the church.

Liz and I are beginning to prepare for our departure from Westgate after my retirement from the parish later this year, when I reach the age of 72. We sold our house
in Ashford at the beginning of January, and are now house hunting for somewhere
in that same general area, with a preference for the Romney Marsh. The internet is
such a help in all this, although we have discovered that estate agents use some rather clever photographic techniques that manage to make a box room look almost
palatial! Perhaps it was ever thus.
I wish you a fruitful Lent when the time comes. As it approaches, it might be better
to think about little extra things that you can do in preparation for Easter (prayer is
always a good idea) rather than the giving up of things like sugar, or sweets, or
smoking. Anyway, however you mark it, may it be a time of blessing for you.
Lots of love.
Peter

Friends of St Saviour’s Church
Thank you to everyone who braved the cold to support our coffee morning on 27 h
January 2018. Thank you too to the Officers and other members of the Committee
for the help you gave. We raised over £300 on the day from subscriptions, donations, the raffle and refreshments and more in the way of subscriptions and donations is likely to have been received by the time you read this article.
It’s not too late to renew subscriptions for 2018 or to join The Friends for the first
time. The annual subscription is only £2 a person and, apart from approximately
£20 for annual expenses, all money received by The Friends goes towards maintaining the building and grounds of St Saviour’s Church. Please contact Alan Harris
or Christine Attwood for more information.
Our next event is the annual general meeting on Saturday 21 st April at 10am for
10.30am in St Saviour’s Church. Please show your support for the work of The
Friends by attending.
Christine Attwood
Secretary

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”
For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Phyll, Carol, Doreen , Gill

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”
Len Palmer,

Barbara Dellow

Lent Group 2018
The theme this year is “On the Third Day” written by John Pritchard, sometime Archdeacon of Canterbury and Bishop of Oxford. It explores the Resurrection and its affect on us today.
It is a 5 week course and groups and start dates are below. It is CD based
with distinguished cross denomination speakers, a booklet is available. You
can attend any of the groups.
Thursday 15 February
7-9 p.m. 142 Minster Road with Susan
(contact 836430)
Friday 16 February
2-4 p.m. Welcome In, Christ Church URC
Tuesday 20 February
10 a.m. -12 p.m. St Saviour’s Church Vestry
Wednesday 21 February 10.30 a.m. -12 p.m. Garlinge Methodist Church
Details are available from Susan Wing

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.
Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.

The deadline for March 2018 “The Link” is
Sunday 25th February 2018

CHURCHWARDENS’ REPORT
Epiphany was celebrated in St. Saviour’s with a Family Service on 7 th January led by
Revd Susan Wing. The Three Kings had been on their journey in search of the new
baby since Christmas Eve and, led by a star, they had arrived at the crib. Their gifts
of gold, frankincense and myrrh were presented to the baby. Six puppets continued the story and the Family Service ended with a craft activity and refreshments.
The next Family Service will be led by Revd Susan Wing on Sunday, 4 th February at
10.30am entitled Candlemass the light of Christ – “The Boy in the Temple”. Please
come and join in. You will be most welcome.
Looking forward, on 14th February Ash Wednesday (also Valentines’ Day) there will
be a short Holy Communion Service with Imposition of Ashes at 11am led by Peter.
Weekly Lent courses will commence at 142 Minster Road on Thursday, 15 th February and in the Vestry of St. Saviour’s on Tuesday 20th February. Both courses will be
led by Revd Susan Wing. Other venues are available and details are on the Notice
Boards.
On Friday, 2nd February, the “New Look” cleaning team will start work at 9am and
finish at 10am. This new pattern of working on the first Friday of each month for
one hour was considered to be a popular choice. If you feel you would like to help
the church clean and tidy, please come and join us. You would be most welcome.
Looking further ahead Mothering Sunday on March 11 th will be a Family Service
with posies. The posies will be made on Saturday, 10th March at 9.30am and we
will be grateful for helpers to make these. Please make a note in your diary.
Looking even further ahead please note that the meeting for the Annual Report of
the Trustees for 2017 will be on Saturday, 28th April at 10am for 10.30am. Please
keep this Saturday morning free as it is an important occasion for the benefit of St.
Saviour’s Church. Thank you.
Once again looking ahead, the position when Peter leaves will be that we will become “interregnum”. This means that we will have no appointed minister for our
church during this time. The PCC, Churchwardens and Congregation have to run
the parish until a new clergy person is appointed. This can be quite a long time.

During this time the parish will depend on clergy from other churches or those who
are retired with “Permission to Officiate” (PTO) to take our weddings, funerals,
baptisms and services .
In the meantime we are seeking to have a meeting with the Archdeacon and Area
Dean together with the Churchwardens in the “West Thanet” group, in order to
discuss the plans for our future within the group (also the future of Birchington
Church who will also become “interregnum” in mid July). We understand that this
meeting is now being arranged. We will keep you in touch.
With best wishes for Lent, Christine and Brenda

St Saviour’s Church Electoral Roll
Those persons who have been in regular attendance at St Saviour’s Church
for the past six months and wish to enrol on the Church Electoral Roll
please see Mrs Valda Neve (Hon. Electoral Roll Officer) for an application
form. The deadline for application is SATURDAY 31st MARCH.
Dear Everyone
Thank you from the bottom of my heart for the gift token and beautiful flowers to
which you contributed when I decided not to renew my permission to officiate at
services. It was a very difficult decision to make but with the decline in my health,
I’m sure it’s the right one.
Your generosity has brought both smiles and tears. Thank you for being such a supportive family.
My love to you all.
Gill Lurie

Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Centre
Our January talk was based on members’ reminiscences of Westgate past,
which was very enjoyable. We heard stories of childhood walks and the early
pancake races and of the days when the level crossing at Roxburgh Road was
still in place. It was so popular that we shall definitely be doing another, so,
if you have any special memories, please share them with us. You may not
realise that they all contribute to a picture of a bygone age – things change so
very quickly nowadays.
On 3rd February Sally Whitworth and I will reveal what we have learnt
about the Rammells, the Neames and the Taddys, on whose land Westgateon-Sea is built. What a different world they lived in – a world before the railway, when journeys would be made on unsurfaced roads, full of deep ruts
and pot-holes – the more cynical of you might ask what’s new then – in carriages with no springs or rubber tyres.
Then, I must remind you of the special event on 24th February, when
we shall be participating in the Screen South “100 Miles – 100 Years”
Town Trail walks. This will be a joint venture with the PCC. A copy of the
flyer with full details is in this issue of The Link and a copy of the actual
Trail is on the notice board in the porch. There will be display boards with
lots of supplementary information about the places on the trail. The Revd Dr
Peter Rowe will be available to explain the very special role that the parish
church played in the Great War and we are “borrowing back” the banns, marriage and baptism registers for that time from the Cathedral Archives. They
have some poignant stories to tell. All are welcome to walk or just to browse.
On 3rd March the AGM will be take place, when reports on our activities will be given, accounts presented and elections to the Committee
held. The meeting will not be long and afterwards, inspired by Neil
McGregor’s “History of the World in 100 Objects”, I am giving a brief, more
modest talk on “The History of Westgate-on-Sea in Five Objects”. We will
be looking at some of the objects in our collection (not documents, but real
artefacts) and seeing how they portray the different phases in the story of our
town. Come along and join us and hear the latest news on the grant we have
received from the Co-op Local Community Fund to help us with our final
year of commemorating the part played by Westgate-on-Sea in the Great
War.
Dr Dawn Crouch

Special Event – Saturday 24th February 2018
Is Saturday 24th February between 10.30am and 12.30 already in your diary? It’s
when St Saviour’s Church will be open for a special free event presented by Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Centre in conjunction with Screen South and supported by the
Church Family and the Friday Westgate Walking Group. The event is part of the
countywide project to commemorate the Great War 1914 – 1918 and will include
the launch of the Westgate-on-Sea Walking Trail.
Light refreshments will be available together with a number of displays. Sir Roger
Gale MP will be launching the walking trail at 11.15am and encouraging 100 walkers
to set off for a short walk at their own pace to earn a souvenir pin badge.
If you are not up to being one of the 100 walkers, could you help serve refreshments or greet our visitors?
Screen South has asked that those attending the event register in advance by emailing walk@kentww1.com However, names can also be given to Christine Attwood or
Dr Dawn Crouch.
For more information or to volunteer, please contact Christine on 01843 833314 or
Dawn on 01843 832617.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Candelabra

Have you ever wondered why the six-branched candelabra hanging in the north
aisle is lit for Family Services in February and August? It is one of our War Memorials and a replacement of the one given in memory of Christopher Moor, who died
in Gallipoli. The original was stolen in 1997, but through the generosity of Ecclesiastical (our insurers), it was possible to inscribe the replacement with the original
wording: “In Loving Memory of Christopher Moor B.A. 2 nd Lieut. Hants Regiment,
who was born 2nd February 1892 and fighting for England in Gallipoli passed into
light 6th August 1915”.

Relatives of Christopher visited the church a few years ago and were delighted to
learn that we continue the tradition of lighting the candelabra on the Sundays nearest his birthday and death and on Remembrance Sunday. More information about
the War Memorials in St Saviour’s Church is available from Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Centre.

News from St Saviour’s Church of England School
January is a strangely calm month at St. Saviour’s Church of England Junior School.
Christmas time is hugely enjoyable but also tremendously busy for staff, particularly
as it comes at the end of two very long terms. January is a time for teachers to be
able to focus in the progress of children since September. The spring terms are
generally when children learn the most during the academic year. Children are generally very well settled with their new class teacher and have had a chance to get
back into the habit of learning after the long summer holiday. Teachers are feeling
refreshed and enthusiastic after a two week break and there are few events to distract from our main business.
St. Saviour’s is very lucky to be able to employ additional teachers to support children’s learning. We have three classes per year group but an additional part time
teacher in each year. Our additional teachers take small groups of children who
may need extra support in English and maths. Our Familiy Liaison Officer, Mrs
Biggs, also supports children’s learning by ensuring that children are in school and
ready to learn. Mrs Biggs supports children and families who may be dealing with
difficulties such as family breakdown, housing problems, financial worries or health
issues. Where Mrs Biggs and our school counsellors can help overcome problems
outside the classroom, we find that children make better progress inside the classroom.
Barriers to learning experienced by children outside school seem to be increasing.
More families seem to be finding themselves in very poor housing or hold insecure
tenancies. Changes to the benefits system have plunged more of our families into
poverty to the extent that they turn to foodbanks. Schools increasingly pick up the
pieces for some families affected by these issues. Mrs Biggs arranges support with
our counsellor or play therapist. We have found that emotional support with either
a professional counsellor or play therapist can help children overcome trauma.
Counselling, play therapy, being in a reduced class size or 1:1 support from Mrs
Biggs all help vulnerable children feel, safer, happier and more able to learn.
School budgets have been slightly cut over the last three years, and overheads have
risen, our ability to offer this additional provision has been threatened. St. Saviour’s has been lucky so far, that we have not had to cut significant provision –
though we have had to drastically cut the amount by which we subsidise things like
school trips.

Much of the non-academic support for children happens behind the scenes but is
vital in ensuring that the most vulnerable children are allowed to enjoy their childhood and learn to the best of their ability. Teaching and learning, academic progress, is our primary function, but this goal is supported by many non-teaching
staff. Without this additional support, our schools would be much poorer places.
Nick Bonell, Headteacher

Thank you letter received from Oasis Domestic Abuse Service
Many thanks for your recent donations. Please pass on our heartfelt thanks to everyone. The Gifts and Toys you kindly donated through your Church Service were
very gratefully received. The ladies and children at the refuge were thrilled.
As you are probably aware, donations help us to provide much needed essentials to
women and children in our refuge. All fundraising goes towards helping them recover when they have had to flee their homes.
It also means we can work with young people who are already forming dangerous
relationships and educate them about what a healthy relationship looks like.
Oasis has grown significantly over the years and we are offering more services to
vulnerable clients than ever before. Without the support of people like yourselves,
we would struggle to give our clients the basics they need to get back on their feet.
Thank you so much for thinking of Oasis
Best wishes
Helen Waddington
On behalf of The Oasis Fundraising Team
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FROM THE TREASURER
December 2017 Monthly Financial Review
In December RECEIPTS amounted to £3,930.70
We raised £159.75 for Advent Justice Appeal and £507.48 for Children’s Society
We made PAYMENTS of £4,471.37
We sent £159.75 to the Diocesan Appeal and £507.48 to the Children’s Society
This resulted in an operating DEFICIT of £540.67

(DESIGNATED FUNDS)
The Flower fund stands at £196; Clerestory Windows Fund at £1,912
Brenda Carter (Treasurer)

BELLRINGERS WANTED—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED
Want to try a new hobby? If you are aged between 9 and 90 you are welcome to
come and join us on a Thursday evening at 7.30pm in the Bell Tower—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED—tuition given.

Thanet Food Link, which is a registered charity supporting those who find themselves without food in Thanet, are currently needing additional volunteers.
Because our work has increased over the years, we have recently moved into a
new warehouse, and so more space now gives us the opportunity to take on more
volunteers.
Help is particularly needed in the warehouse, which involves putting away donated food and packing food parcels. We have sessions Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays in the mornings.
Anyone who is interested in helping with the local food bank, to phone 01843
226832.
Any help would be really appreciated. Love in Christ,
Debbie Ellisdon Thanet Food Link Ltd. Charity No: 1166696
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FEBRUARY 2018
Now it is FEBRUARY
“Which has 28 DAY clear and 29 each Leap Year!” As the saying goes.
A short month which is good.
Sometimes it is dismal weather wise, but the evenings are getting lighter.
Small shoots of bulbs beginning to appear
As we look at it brings some cheer.
The grass recovering from the deluge of leaves.
Which have now stopped dropping from the trees.
The sun shines brightly.
The sky is blue, a pleasure to look at from “My Room with a View”.
For me it is a month of birthdays of family and friends.
As March draws near and February ends.
Marie Evans

Snowdrops are known as The Candlemas Bells and are a symbol of hope.
Shrove Tuesday is the day before Lent starts— it is the Tuesday before Ash
Wednesday. Shrove Tuesday is often called Pancake Day after the fried batter recipe traditionally eaten on this day. People would feast on foods that would not keep
the 40 days of Lent without going off.
Ash Wednesday is the beginning of Lent. Churchgoers on Ash Wednesday are
marked on the forehead with a cross of ashes. The ash is made by burning palm
crosses from the previous Palm Sunday.

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE
PLEASE NOTE THAT FAMILY SERVICE IN MARCH and APRIL
WILL BE ON THE 2nd SUNDAY OF THE MONTH

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)

Wednesday 14th February ASH WEDNESDAY
11am HOLY COMMUNION with IMPOSITION OF ASHES

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
Bellringers Practice every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring
Susan 836430 .

The Westgate Heritage Centre
WINTER OPENING
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL DUE 1ST JANUARY 2018
10am to 12 noon on the First Saturday of the month at 10.30am TALK
Refreshments available.
Saturday 3rd February Talk “The Story of Two, or maybe Three, Wills” Part 1
SATURDAY 3rd MARCH HERITAGE CENTRE 5th AGM followed by a
short talk by Dr Dawn Crouch on some artefacts
Church Cleaning 9am to 10am on the 1st Friday of each month.
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the
church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the church or ring
Christine Attwood Tel 833314 email cattwood2002@yahoo.co.uk
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Friday’s 11.45am to 1pm Church open for refreshments.
SATURDAY 24th FEBRUARY 10.30am to 12.30pm Heritage Centre & Screen
South Event 100miles for 100 Years

