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Dear All
April began with our celebration of Easter. Before that, on Good Friday, the children’s service at which an Easter Garden is built was graced by the presence for part
of it of Archbishop Justin. He held a mission in the Thanet Deanery from the evening before Palm Sunday through to Holy Saturday, and his visit to St Saviour’s was
part of that mission. He spoke briefly at the service, had a cup of coffee, and was
generous with his time for the taking of photos. The service was well attended, and it
was good to be able to greet the Archbishop on his visit to our parish.
Easter Sunday was a good day too, and there were an encouraging number attending
our two services. I am sure that after the days of Lent, those who gave up things
were pleased to resume their acquaintance with chocolate, or whatever. Lent saw a
Lent course put on in both the church and Susan Wing’s house, both groups run by
Susan, to whom I am very grateful for doing this.
Indeed, as I come to the end of my two-year appointment as priest in charge, there
are many thanks that I need to give to all those who contribute in so many ways to
the life of the parish. I am grateful to the churchwardens, those who serve on the
PCC, those who underpin the music at our services, those who arrange flowers and
keep the church clean and tidy, the Friends of St Saviour’s Church, the sides-persons
and those who carry out sacristan duties, those who give financially to the upkeep of
the church and the furtherance of its mission to be at the service of all who live in
Westgate-on-Sea, those who produce the Link and all others who have served the
church so faithfully during my brief ministry in it. A priest can only do so much, and
without all the support I have enjoyed I would have made even less of a contribution
to your life than the little I have managed. I am avoiding names, to avoid inadvertently forgetting to name somebody, but I hope you will forgive me one exception. I
mean Liz, who has been my support through all our marriage (which approaches its
37th anniversary), and in particular in the last two years as we have both done our
best to serve you all.
We enjoyed a great ten days in Heraklion, the capital of Crete, leaving England on
Wednesday of Easter Week and arriving in Greece on the Wednesday of Holy Week.
We watched processions from two churches on the evening of Good Friday, and
attended the Easter Vigil Service in the cathedral of St Minas, conducted by the
Archbishop of Crete, Archbishop Irineos, who studied in England and was at one
time parish priest of an Orthodox church in Bristol. At midnight, he left the church to
read the Easter gospel in the square in front of the cathedral, whereupon the choir
started to sing the great Orthodox greeting to Easter: Χριστός ανέστη εκ νεκρών,
θανάτω θάνατον πατήσας, και τοις εν τοις μνήμασι ζωήν χαρισάμενος. In transliteration, this is ‘Christos Anesti ek nekron, thanato thanaton patisas, kai tis en tis mnimasi zoin harisamenos’. The English translation is ‘Christ is risen from the dead,
trampling down death by death, and to those in the tombs, granting life.’ I found this
singing very moving, and a deeply affecting experience of joy.
This will be the last piece I will write for the Link as priest in charge. My licence
expires in mid-May, and as soon as Liz and I have purchased our new home, we will
leave Westgate with many happy memories, but looking forward to the next stage on
our journey. We hope that all goes well with you in the days and months to come,
and that a good solution will be found to the ongoing pastoral care of the parish.

I want to leave you with this thought, which was recently sent to me by a friend. It
gave me a wry smile. I hope it does the same for you.
If you can always be cheerful, ignoring aches and pains,
If you can resist complaining and boring people with your troubles,
If you can eat the same food every day and be grateful for it,
If you can understand when your loved ones are too busy to give you any time,
If you can take criticism and blame without resentment,
If you can conquer tension without medical help,
If you can relax without alcohol,
If you can sleep without the aid of drugs,
Then You Are Probably The Family Dog!
Lots of love.
Peter
Archbishop Justin’s visit to St Saviour’s Church Good Friday

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”
Sunday 1st April

Elodie Alice May Morris
Brody Philip Christopher Gray

Sunday 15th April

Frankie Mc Vitie

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Phyll, Doreen ,

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends
Mary Pinkham

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”

Churchwardens’ Report
The highlight of life at St Saviour’s since our last report must be the Family
Service and the making of the Easter Garden by the children on Good Friday
afternoon, when the Archbishop of Canterbury joined us. The 60+ adults who
came to the service were drawn from our 8am and 10.30am Sunday congregations, the monthly Family Service and the local community. The Archbishop’s talk followed naturally from the point reached by Valda and Lesley as
they told the story of Holy Week and Easter and reminded us that we should
trust in God and not run away. Afterwards, the Archbishop stopped to chat
and pose for photos with the children whilst drinks and hot cross buns were
served.
Speaking of the Family Service, we are delighted that another 3 children
have been presented with books for achieving the necessary 12 attendances: Harry and Charlie received theirs in March and Callula received hers in
April. The Family Service reverts to the first Sunday of the month from May.
We are very grateful to the talented flower arrangers who made the church
look so beautiful for Easter. Also to Brody and Abel, who came with their Dad
and tidied the crèche and other areas of the church in readiness for Brody’s
baptism on Easter Day. Elodie, the second granddaughter of Peter and Liz
Rowe was also baptised on Easter Day and Frankie McVitie was baptised
the following Sunday.
Please note that the Revd Dr Peter Rowe’s last Sunday is now 13th May
2018 and not as previously advertised. Unfortunately, there is still not much
we can tell you about what will happen after Peter’s appointment ends. Chris
Joiner came with us to the meeting in April of parish representatives looking
at the future of St Saviour’s, Birchington, Minster, Monkton, St Nicholas-atWade and Chislet. This was a very positive meeting looking at the benefits of
working together, trying to work out what we will need and sharing our worries about the future. We are meeting again as soon as a date can be agreed
with Emma Sivvyer of the Diocese, as we cannot move forward without her
input as to what is legally possible. In the meantime, we are very grateful to
the Revd Susan Wing and other clergy with Permission to Officiate, who are
readily agreeing to take our services in the coming months.
Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Centre (WHC)’s Summer Programme begins on
Wednesday 2nd May, which means that the Centre will be open at the back of
the Church every Wednesday and Saturday morning, with the exception of
Wednesday 9th May due to a funeral that day. The reason for including this in
our report is to give notice of the agreement at a joint meeting of the PCC
and WHC last November that the various displays and files can be left out
from Wednesday mornings until 12noon on Saturdays. Due to other users of
the church building, this arrangement will not apply to the first two weeks in
May. WHC’s actual opening hours are given elsewhere in the Link.

Those of you able to attend the Annual Meeting of Parishioners on 28 th April
will know that Brenda retired as Churchwarden and that Christine and Chris
Joiner were elected as Wardens for the coming year. Therefore, with our
love and blessings, this is the last joint report from Brenda and Christine
Archbishop Justin with the Children and the Easter Garden

Belated Easter Greetings
Greetings to all at St Saviour’s were received from the following friends after the
April edition of The Link had been sent to the printers but were mentioned at our
main Easter Service:
The Revd Stanley and Marie Evans, Stella (daughter of the late Doreen Ranson),
Rosalind (daughter of the late John Henderson) and from David in Northern Ireland,
who used to come on Fridays

An Introduction
Hello I thought I should introduce myself and let you all know a bit about myself. I will
try not to be boring and keep this quick. I was born in Thanet and I have one brother 10
and a half years older than me. My childhood was a very happy one and although I was
christened I never attended church regularly or Sunday school but I can remember enjoying religious education at school. As a result of this I was always a little fearful about
going to church but always had a Christian outlook and beliefs. My father died when I
was only 19 and just before my first marriage. I was married for 10 years and had 2
wonderful children. After the marriage breakup I moved back to Thanet to be near my
mum and brother where I studied business administration to enable me to go out to
work to support my family. I continued to work hard and my children became independent hard working adults. My eldest Sarah is a teacher and my son Martin is a head
chef. I met Phil my soul mate and my best friend on a blind date arranged by my mum
and never looked back. We have been married now over 20 years. He supports me
100% in this venture as do my children. I have 3 grandchildren and 4 step grandchildren. My mum attended URC church in Westgate each Sunday after my dad's death.
After my mother’s death I decided one Sunday morning that I wanted to go to church. I
didn’t need to be fearful I was welcomed and immediately felt comfortable. I looked
forward to each Sunday. Phil started accompanying Me and felt exactly the same. We
both decided to move forward with our religious and Christian life together by being
confirmed 2015.
I joined the PCC in 2017 to become involved in moving St Saviours forward with much
needed repairs and attempt in bringing more families into our church. I want people to
love the building and people as much as I do. I’m a great believer in community and
helping each other. I know we are all busy, but with today's hectic society I’m hoping to
use Facebook, Twitter etc to show people we are here, we can help, we are friendly,
and above all that we need your help too.
As we move into unknown times with the interregnum and changes within the PCC and
me as new church warden I can only promise to you that I will do my best to continue
the support and hard work that is already in place. I know with Christine by my side and
Brenda helping coaching and guiding me I’m very lucky and for this I am so truly grateful. I still am getting to grips with aspects and terminology of the church but hoping I
will get there. It's going to be confusing having 2 church wardens called Christine, I’ve
given this some thought. I considered changing my name to Brenda or the “new one”
but decided Chris will be perfect. With love , Chris

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.
Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.

The deadline for June 2018 “The Link” is
Sunday 27th May 2018

Donations of food needed for the Thanet Foodbank due to supplies running low
after the bad weather.
Thank you, Ann Lawrence
Summer Fayre
The Summer Fayre will be held on 16 June 10 -12 in church. The last one
was very successful and we hope the summer one will be enjoyed by all and
provide much needed funds for the church.
We need gifts for our stalls , also tombola prizes jigsaws.good bric a
brac,toys, books and raffle prizes. We were very grateful for all the donations
we have received in the past .and all the support.
Nearer the time we will put a list at the back of church for those people who
are able to contribute to our home produce stall ,
Best wishes to all Sue Bennett
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FROM THE TREASURER
March 2018 Monthly Financial Review
In March REGULAR RECEIPTS amounted to £2,420.26
However, we received a legacy from Mrs. Jean Drury of £28,460.92 and a grant of
£2,769.00 from the Friends of St. Saviour’s, for which we are very grateful.
We made PAYMENTS of £3,214.12
We paid £2,435 for Parish Share, £339 to British Gas and £339 for Insurance.
This resulted in an operating DEFICIT of £793.86
(DESIGNATED FUNDS)
The Flower fund stands at £196; Clerestory Windows Fund at £1,912
Brenda Carter (Treasurer)

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church, Westgate-on-Sea
Thank you to everyone who attended our AGM on Saturday 21 st April 2018 or took
the trouble to send apologies for absence. Refreshments raised £10.50 and a fantastic £42.00 was raised on the raffle.
As a result of elections, our new officers and committee members are:
Chairperson to serve for 1 year

–

Alan Harris

Secretary to serve for 1 year

–

Christine Attwood

Treasurer to serve for 1 year

-

Ann Lawrence

Committee Members to serve for 3 years -

Christine Bolger and Susan Wells

The Committee also consists of Ann Clark and Lorna Oliver as Trustees (I am the
3rd Trustee) and those elected as members in previous years: - Frances Morris and
Joy Palmer (to serve to 2019) and Susan Bennett and Jill Fordham (to serve to
2020).
Sadly, after some 20 years, Mary Addison decided not to stand for re-election, as it
is getting increasingly difficult for her to travel by bus from Broadstairs to our
meetings and events. We hope she will keep in touch and that she will be able to
join in some of our social events in the future.
Diana Andersson, who kindly volunteered to serve for a year in 2017, also decided
not to seek re-election. The Trustees, Officers and Committee are very grateful for
the help and support Mary and Diana have given us.
Our next event is a sponsored walk to Turner Contemporary on Saturday 12 th May,
leaving from outside St Saviour’s Church at 2.00pm. Please contact any of the people named above, if you would like to take part or sponsor us. Sponsorship forms
are also available at the back of the church.
If you would like to join The Friends, please see Alan Harris or myself. The annual
subscription is only £2 but donations are always welcome. Membership forms are
available at the back of the church.
Christine Attwood
Hon Secretary

Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Centre
The Heritage Centre held its AGM on Saturday 6th April, when members of the
Committee were elected, and accounts and reports presented. Committee member
for 2018/19 are Graham Field, Chairman, Brenda Field, Treasurer, Christine Attwood, Membership Secretary, Sally Whitworth, Newsletter Editor and Valda Neve
and Tracey Gurney, who have important, if unspecified, parts to play. Until this year
I had, as Curator/Historian, been an ex-officio member, but, at my request, I am
now an elected member, with a right to vote. We have a very busy year ahead of
us, which will prove exciting as well as challenging.
At our meeting on May 5th, Dr Field will give an illustrated talk on one resident of Roxburgh Road, who enjoyed an interesting life, which took him to many
places. It will be followed by a short presentation by an architect from the firm of
developers of the former Lockwood’s Builder’s Office and Yard in The Grove. In
2002 this building and yard were listed as Grade II, as they remained as they had
been since Victorian times. It will be interesting to see what is planned for this site.
Those of us who have been complaining about the disappearance of the Victorian
letter box, which used to be in the wall by the office, will rejoice that it is planned
to return it to its former site. All are welcome to that meeting.
On May 2nd we have the first of the “pop-in” sessions of the Summer Season
(we really hope that summer will have arrived by then). When the February event
on Westgate-on-Sea in the First World War took place, we had four display boards,
which had taken a long time to put together. We shall be having these on display
on “pop-in” days, concentrating on one aspect each month. This month we will
focus on the sea plane base at St Mildred’s Bay so, if you missed the display in February come along on a Wednesday (11a.m. to 1.00p.m.) or Saturday morning (10
a.m. to 12 noon) in May to see what is on offer. All our usual material will also be
available to browse and there will be tea/coffee and cakes to enjoy. We look forward to meeting you.
Please note that the Heritage Centre will not be open on Weds May 9 th as there is
a funeral in church
Dr Dawn Crouch

News from St Saviour’s Church of England School
We have had a busy few week at St. Saviour’s! Just before the Easter holiday, we
had an OFSTED inspection, a parents’ evening and are currently in the final stages
of preparing Year 6 children for the end of Key Stage 2 tests.
Our OFSTED inspection was very successful. The inspector was very impressed with
the deal that children get at St. Saviour’s and saw for herself how our children implement Christian values. The inspector was robust but also listened to our point of
view. Children, parents and carers and staff were interviewed and the inspector
looked at books, had heard children read and spoke to leaders at all levels. The
access to a wide range or after school clubs and sports was seen as a real strength
as was the work we have done to support vulnerable children through counselling
and play therapy. We had expected an inspection for six months or so and had a
certain amount of confidence that OFSTED would view the school as positively as
the inspector did during our SIAMS inspection in the autumn. Such inspections are
an important validation of the work we do for children and help families make an
informed choice of schools. What was particularly gratifying was that our children
and families were so supportive of our work when they were either interviewed by
the inspector or completed surveys.
A more important validation of our work came two days after OFSTED when we
welcomed parents and carers for consultation evening. Meetings with carers and
parents run from 3.30 -9.00pm. It was encouraging that so many of our parents
reported that children are both happy and challenged at school. I make a habit of
listening to as many of the conversations between families and teachers as I can at
parents’ evenings. What always strikes me is that parents / carers just want an
honest opinion of how their children are doing at school. St. Saviour’s teachers are
good at being straight with parents and I think that parents appreciate this. As a
parent, I really do want the unvarnished truth about the way my children apply
themselves at school. In an age where children are showered with material possessions, families really do want to know whether children are working hard to earn
some of these rewards!
Our Year 6 cohort are working particularly hard at present, in order to prepare for
the transition to secondary school. Year 6 teachers push the year group hard, in
order to squeeze the maximum amount of progress from each and every child. We
know that children need really strong maths and English skills to make the most of

the secondary school curriculum so we do our best to give them the best possible
grounding in these essential areas. We have a very bright, hard-working cohort in
Year 6, as well incredibly talented teachers; I am optimistic that this year group will
do well in SATs tests in May.
I would sincerely like to thank the children, families, staff and governors of St. Saviour’s Church of England Junior School for the hard work, good humour and tireless
support during this very busy period.
Nick Bonell, Headteacher
MAY 2018
“Don’t Cast a Clout, Until May is Out” so the saying goes.
When I was 12 years old I was longing to take my “lyle” stockings off & put on
“ankle socks”!
Mother would not allow this & repeated the above saying.
However, I later learnt that it did not mean only the month of MAY
But the MAY tree blossom had to be out as well!
The Merry Month of May
When we can all be happy,
Dancing round the May Pole and having a great day.
The weather is getting warmer,
The sun is shining bright.
The gardens are so full of flowers. It is a delightful sight.
The grass is a lovely green.
Rather long now it does seem.
So out comes the mower to make it smooth & neat.
We stand back & sigh “Oh what a treat!”
How good it is to have a garden, no matter how large or small
It just brings the greatest pleasure, to us ALL.
Marie Evans

Mary Pinkham Just as I was about to submit my copy to the editor of The Link, I
received the sad news of the death, at the age of 97, of Mary Pinkham. Most of you
will not have known Mary, as most of her contemporaries are no longer with us.
She was, however, a regular worshipper at St Saviour’s until age and the results of
an accident prevented her coming. She has, however, continued to receive a copy
of The Link regularly. Mary was a most interesting lady, who told me her wartime
story in 2005, when I was collecting personal memories of the Second World War.
The full story is in the Heritage Centre collection, but some of you may be
interested in the story of an austerity wedding. Mary met her husband, John, at the
beginning of the Second World War when she used to help out in the canteen for
troops, which was in St Saviour’s Hall in Ethelbert Square. He took her to the cinema and their romance began from there, but he was soon posted abroad and they
did not meet for three and a half years. Mary meanwhile joined the Women’s Land
Army and worked at Baxter’s Farm at Sarre. In 1945, immediately after the war ended on 15th August, John returned for a brief leave and they were married by Special
Licence on 30th August 1945 in St Saviour’s Church. It was very difficult for brides to
obtain material for a wedding dress in those days of rationing, but her mother was
able to buy some lace (whish was not rationed) from a Birchington draper and
make an overskirt to go over a long white petticoat. She said that she didn’t know
where her father managed to get flowers for her bouquet, but he did have influential friends! What has always amused us is that there were few flowers available as
gardeners had been forced to dig up their treasured beds to grow vegetables, but,
from somewhere (she never found out who it was) someone from the church had
placed five asters in a jam jar – and that was the sole decoration. John had to return
to the army almost immediately (he served with the Intelligence Corps)
We send our condolences to Mary’s family and pray that she may rest in peace.
D.C.

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
Bellringers Practice every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring
Susan 836430 .
The Westgate Heritage Centre
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL DUE 1ST JANUARY 2018
10am to 12 noon on the First Saturday of the month at 10.30am TALK
Refreshments available.
Saturday 5th May 10.30am Talk “A Rolling Kentish Stone” by Dr Graham
Field
Saturday 6th June 10.30am Talk “The Story of Three Wills” by Dr Dawn
Crouch
Church Cleaning 9am to 10am on the 1st Friday of each month.
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the
church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the church or ring
Christine Attwood Tel 833314 email cattwood2002@yahoo.co.uk
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Friday’s 11.45am to 1pm Church open for refreshments.
Saturday 12th May Friends of St Saviour’s Sponsored Walk
Sunday 13th May Christian Aid Week begins
Wednesday 16th May 7.30pm Archdeacon’s Visitation at Canterbury Cathedral
Saturday 26th May 8am to 12noon Plant Sale St Mildreds Road entrance

Whats on at Westgate Library?
Every week …
Tuesdays 10 -10:30am Baby Bounce & Rhyme
Fridays 3:30 – 4:30 Craftclub – papercrafts for children Termtime only
(accompanied by an adult please!)
Get FREE help on the internet & computers. Book a slot with our IT Buddy
Every month …
Reading Group – 3pm on the 1st Tuesday of the month; new members wanted!
Talktime – 2- 3pm on the 2nd Tuesday of the month – a new social group for
older people ….. to find out what we are talking about this month, pop into
Westgate Library. Come for a cuppa & conversation!
Don’t forget, the Library is FREE to join, FREE to borrow books and
FREE to use the internet!

Volunteer Gardeners needed !
For Westgate Library grounds from Spring 2018. Please speak with a member of
staff for more details

Thanet Food Link, which is a registered charity supporting those who find themselves without food in Thanet, are currently needing additional volunteers.
Because our work has increased over the years, we have recently moved into a
new warehouse, and so more space now gives us the opportunity to take on more
volunteers.
Help is particularly needed in the warehouse, which involves putting away donated food and packing food parcels. We have sessions Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays in the mornings.
Anyone who is interested in helping with the local food bank, to phone 01843
226832.
Any help would be really appreciated. Love in Christ,
Debbie Ellisdon Thanet Food Link Ltd. Charity No: 1166696

BELLRINGERS WANTED—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED
Want to try a new hobby? If you are aged between 9 and 90 you are welcome to
come and join us on a Thursday evening at 7.30pm in the Bell Tower—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED—tuition given.

