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Churchwardens’ Report
We begin with some good news this month. Thanks to the efforts of Graham
Neve, Brenda Carter and Peter Staziker, the PCC has been successful in its
application for a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund. This means that work
can start on repairing the clerestory windows and rainwater goods together
with some masonry repairs.
The PCC’s Standing Committee has met to discuss the impact these works
will have on the use of the church building and has reluctantly decided that
all weekday services and events must be cancelled on safety grounds whilst
workmen are on site between 24th July and 11th December. The decision
does not affect events taking place on Saturdays or our Sunday services but does mean the annual exhibitions by Westgate Art and Craft
Group and Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Centre cannot go ahead in the church
this year. We are very sorry to disappoint the organisers and those who look
forward to supporting the exhibitions but public safety is paramount.
Last month we promised to update you about our future as soon as we
could. The Co-Area Dean responsible for our part of Thanet (the Revd Dr
Richard Braddy) came to our PCC meeting in June and shared the available
information with us. Subsequently, the Wardens met with the Archdeacon of
Canterbury, the Venerable Jo Kelly-Moore. The long-term plan is still for St
Saviour’s to join with the 3 churches in Birchington plus Minster, Monkton, St
Nicholas-at-Wade and Chislet in forming a single parish team ministry. However, representatives of these churches need to hold further meetings to
share various facts and financial information so we can work out what ministry (clergy and lay) we can afford. Archdeacon Jo and Richard will be at the
next meeting, which is planned for 4th July. In the meantime, there will be an
appointment at Birchington later this year to continue the good work the
Revd Graham Colley (Interim Priest) has been doing there in recent months.
As Wardens, we are not entirely sure how this appointment will affect St Saviour’s but both Richard and Archdeacon Jo are mindful of our concerns and
assure us that there are no plans to close the church building. Richard is
meeting with the PCC again on 18th July and Archdeacon Jo will be at our
services on Sunday 1st July. We very much hope she will take the opportunity to advise our church family about the future.
During July we will continue to take over various duties that Brenda has been
doing as Churchwarden. Chris recently attended a training evening for new
wardens and was pleased to discover that we do things correctly at St Saviour’s.
With our love and blessings Chris and Christine

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”
Sunday 3rd June

Archie

Sunday 10th June

Naomi

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”
Saturday 23rd June

Claire and James

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Phyll, Doreen , Verena

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”
Fred, The Revd Douglas James Challis,

Canon Roy White

News from The Friends of St Saviour’s Church
The final total for our sponsored walk in May has been confirmed as a magnificent
£738.00. Thank you so much to our generous sponsors.
We are also grateful to those who supported our two stalls at the Church Summer
Fair. The combined total these raised for our funds is £107.95 and is in addition to
the figure for the day given by the PCC Treasurer.
Our next event is the Strawberry Tea on Saturday 14th July in the church at 3.30pm.
The cost of the tea is £5 per person (£2.50 for children) and we would really appreciate payment when you make your booking. There will be a list at the back of church
from early July and the deadline for bookings is 11th July
Many of you will have received notifications by post and email about changes to
data protection legislation from 25 May 2018. The Friends’ Committee is working
on a suitable privacy policy but the truth is very few members complete a form when
they renew their membership and we rarely (if ever) contact you by post, phone or
email. Please look out for our policy in future issues of The Link and on our noticeboard in the church porch. In the meantime, I would like to reassure you that I never
share your contact details with any third party.
Christine Attwood Hon. Secretary
JULY 2018
Now it is JULY
How the time does fly!
Hopefully we can now go into the garden
And sit in our chair,
And gaze up at the sky and enjoy the warm air.
How good it is to relax a while
And let our thoughts wander & bring us a smile,
As we remember good times
And on these we can dwell.
As the afternoon passes & the sun sinks low,
It is time to get up & into the house go.
Another day gone & life goes on.
AUGUST is coming.
Marie Evans

News from St Saviour’s Church of England School
Summer is an exciting and busy time at St. Saviour’s Church of England Junior
School. We have appointed two new teachers. We are saying a temporary goodbye to a teacher who starts maternity leave on Monday and several staff are moving to new year groups.
We are preparing our Year 6 children for the transition to secondary schools. A
small number of children have only just had their secondary school places confirmed as a result of successful parental appeals. Year 7 teachers from local secondary schools have been visiting our Year 6 classes this week to familiarise children with their new schools. Rehearsals for our Year 6 production are in full flow;
children are busily making props and learning lines for the performances in midJuly. It is very heartening to see how children mature from Year 5 to the end of
Year 6. Having worked incredibly hard for national tests and being the oldest, most
responsible children in the school, we see Year 6 children becoming young adults
before our very eyes. It is staggering to think back to these children making their
first hesitant visit to St. Saviour’s on transition day just four years ago.
Last night, we welcomed parents and carers of current Year 2 children to St. Saviour’s for the first time. We hold a welcome evening to tell families about how life
changes for children between infant and junior school. Year 3 teachers are already
preparing activities for their new classes as transition day approaches, children
from St. Crispin’s will meet their new Year 3 teacher in early July for the first time. I
showed a nervous Year 2 child around our school this morning and told her parent
that in a short space time, the same child will be showing visitors around our
school, acting as a play leader and, from time to time, helping to lead collective
worship.
I am happy to report that we will be attending St. Saviour’s Church twice during the
final week of this summer term, once for an end of year service for all families and
again for our Year 6 graduation ceremony. We always experience a very warm welcome from everyone at St. Saviour’s Church; it seems fitting that the graduation
ceremony takes place in church, given that the church and its values play such an
important role in the life of our school and its pupils.
Nick Bonell, Headteacher

Help wanted in July and August 2018
The annual Scripture Union Beach Mission takes place at Minnis Bay from Monday
30th July to Friday 11th August. Offers to help with any of the following will be appreciated by those running the event:
Accommodation – providing bed and washing facilities (no food) for one or
more young adults
Cakes – lots of cakes wanted for sharing in the adult café, for family events and
for team members. Home made cakes particularly welcome and should be
taken to Kearns Hall, Grenham Bay Avenue, Birchington from 1pm on Friday 27th July through to 1pm on Thursday 10th August
Ancillary tasks – supporting morning registration, making squash, plating biscuits or cooking meals in one of the local church halls
Please get in touch with Christine Attwood so she can pass on your details to the
appropriate person. Thank you.

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.
Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.

The deadline for August 2018 “The Link” is
Sunday 29th July 2018
Donations of food needed for the Thanet Foodbank, please support our
local foodbank.
Thank you, Ann Lawrence
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Who is on the PCC?
This is the question a number of people have been asking due to an
oversight in getting the details to Valda. The 9 members regularly
attend the 10.30am Sunday services and are as follows:
3 ex officio lay members: Christine Attwood (Churchwarden and
representative on Deanery Synod), Brenda Carter (representative
on Deanery Synod) and Chris Joiner (Churchwarden).
6 elected lay representatives to the PCC: Christine Bolger
(Safeguarding Adults Co-ordinator), Phil Joiner, Graham Neve (Gift
Aid Secretary), Kathleen Staziker, Peter Staziker (Lay Chairman
and PCC Treasurer) and Tony Stokes.
Although not elected to serve on the PCC, the help given behind the
scenes by Jean Glover (PCC Secretary) and Susan Gough
(Safeguarding Children Co-ordinator) is much appreciated.

Annual Plant Sales
Readers may have seen the notices on the two outside display boards about the
annual Plant Sales for Church funds having brought in £10,672 over the past 15
years, with this year's event on May 26th having accumulated £1,212.60 alone. The
short item in the June “Link” in which the Neve family gave thanks to everybody
who had supported this year's event recorded that a further £30.80 had subsequently been added. The deadline for that month's “Link" did not allow time for me
to submit this article, but I feel that a fuller tribute is due.
I have been involved to a small extent with the Plant Sale over many of the 15
years and have seen at first hand the sheer amount of hard work that Valda and
Graham, Ruth and Douglas put in every time. They begin planning for the following
year's Sale fairly soon after the previous year's one is over; e.g. what plants to have,
then seeding, planting, propagating so that over the months they are tending what
becomes a large area of plants completely taking over their rear garden. The vagaries of Winter temperatures, winds and occasional snow and storms, and Spring and
Summer sunshine and rainfall levels require hours upon hours of time to ensure
that a good quality and range of plants are ready on the day. On the Friday afternoon before a sale all the plants have to be brought from the Neve home in Birchington to the church. This involves a good 16 – 20 round trips in cars crammed with
plants, These are all then kept overnight in the church, taking over the whole of the
west end on waterproof sheeting and dampened down for the night so as to be
fresh in the morning. At 6 am the trestle tables are put up in St Mildreds Road and
the plants carried through from the church. This all takes a good 90 minutes or so,
and shortly after 7am some regular customers are already arriving to look over the
stalls – this even though the sale does not start until 8. By the time the Neve Family
are able to pack up and return home in the afternoon, they will have been on their
feet for 8 or 9 hours or more. The reward for them then comes in counting out the
proceeds with the outcome ready for announcement at the next day's Sunday Services. If their hard work is so satisfactory for them, it is for us more so for the rest
of us in hearing how much they raise for church funds..
Over all the years this is all no mean achievement, and I am sure that I pen this article of appreciation on behalf of us all.
Alan Clark
Editors comment
Valda and Graham are grateful to the loyal support from Ann and Alan in many
different ways over many years in making the event more manageable.

Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Centre
We have continued to be busy and have been pleased to welcome visitors on
our “pop-in” days, including people who have recently moved into the town.
The volunteers are continuing their work of sorting out material and planning
activities. One of our tasks at the moment is to plan for a visit on 3rd July from a
group from Beltinge and Herne, who came last year and so enjoyed themselves
that they want to come again. They gather in the church for a brief talk - this
year it is on Edwardian Westgate - and then set off on a walk around the town,
led by our intrepid volunteers. When they return there are refreshments
waiting for them and an opportunity to chat and ask questions.
On the first Saturday in June we had a well attended talk and were, in
addition, able to tell the members and any others who had joined us that morning about our commemoration of the centenary of the Great War. I talked especially about the books that have been written and the plans for the War Memorial at the Lymington Road Recreation Ground. Both projects have been made
possible by the generous grant form the Heritage Lottery Fund.
I am continuing to update the small booklets on the “History of Westgate
-on-Sea” and have completed two more on “The Grove and nearby roads” and
the “Town Hall Buildings”. I am now revising the one on Adrian and Ethelbert
Squares and writing a new one to accompany the walk on 3rd July “Edwardian
Westgate-on-Sea”
We are still engaged in the work to see through the Lymington Road project before the end of the year. There are many things that have to be done,
but I hope that it will be possible to send in the planning application by the end
of this week. There will probably then be a delay of up to 12 weeks, whilst TDC
make their decision, before we can commission the plaque and the wall. In my
darkest moments I think that it cannot be done in the time frame - our funding
runs out at the end of this year. I will ask the editor of the Link to include a photo of the proposed plaque to show you what the wording will be. It will be on
Cornish slate mounted on a free standing wall 2 metres by 1.07 metres and will
stand near to the entrance of the recreation ground. Well - it will, if it goes to
plan. If it doesn’t, then the ground will remain unmarked. Last week I was at the
ground whilst the precise measurements were being made and took the opportunity to accost passers-by and explain what we were doing. No one knew that
the ground had been bought as a war memorial, but they were all enthusiastic
and wished us well.

As you all will know the repair work on the clerestory windows will be staring
by the end of July. This is so essential that we are delighted that the Heritage
Lottery Fund has again been able to help with the enormous cost. It means, of
course, that the Heritage Centre will not be open on Wednesdays after 24th
July and we will be unable to hold our two week summer exhibition. Naturally
we are sad about that, but we shall still be available on Saturdays until the
end of August, (and after that for our “talk” days) so we hope to continue to
have visitors on those days.
Dawn Crouch

Scripture Union Beach Mission
At
MINNIS BAY
30th JULY
To
11th AUGUST

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said) - CANCELLED 6th JULY and

27th JULY

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both
Comtre,

held at the
munity CenWestgate.

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
Bellringers Practice every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring
Susan 836430 .
The Westgate Heritage Centre
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL DUE 1ST JANUARY 2018
10am to 12 noon on the First Saturday of the month at 10.30am TALK
Refreshments available.
Saturday 7th July Talk Pat Orpwood on Freddie Lonsdale, playwright &
London Theatre Manager
Saturday 4th August Talk - “100 years of a Westgate Family” Colin Osborne
Church Cleaning 9am to 10am on the 1st Friday of each month.
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the
church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the church or ring
Christine Attwood Tel 833314 email cattwood2002@yahoo.co.uk
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Friday’s 11.45am to 1pm Church open for refreshments.
Saturday 14th July 3.30pm Friend’s of St Saviour’s Strawberry Tea
Thursday 19th July 2pm St Saviour’s School Graduation
Saturday 21st July 10am to 12 noon Church Birthday Coffee Morning & Gift
Day
Monday 23rd July 9.30am St Saviour’s School End Of Year Service.
TUESDAY 24th JULY UNTIL 11th DECEMBER Quinquennial Repairs in
Church. There will be NO weekday events or services in Church this period.

TALKTIME at Westgate Library
Your Westgate Library is the venue for Talktime – a social group for older
people.
We are an informal friendly group who like to chat about our interests and
learn about new things; for example we recently had a visit from Isaac who
spoke with us all about the Ramsgate Tunnels. We have had wonderful discussions with the ancestor of Powell-Cotton about Quex Park in Birchington.
All kinds of informative guests have come to talk about Fire Safety, Better
Balance and local history.
Talktime is a free event every 2nd Monday of the Month 2- 3pm. Come for a
cuppa and conversation!
Westgate Library – Home Library Service
Bringing the Library to you. We can provide books, including Large Print and
talking books free of charge.
A FREE service where items are delivered and collected by our wonderful
volunteers who have all passed a DBS check.
Many people benefit from joining the Home Library Service; some of our customers find it difficult to leave their homes because they are caring for another family member. Some customers are elderly or suffer with ill health while
others may need our service temporarily like new parents or after an operation.
Please contact Westgate Library via 03000 413131 or email westgatelibrary@kent.gov.uk if you would like to find out more about our FREE Home
Library Service. Our friendly and helpful staff will be delighted to hear from
you. Westgate Library, Minster Road, CT8 8BP

Beach Service 25 August 2018
After last year’s successful service, Christians together are holding
another Service at St. Mildred’s Bay on Saturday 25 August 2018 at
3 p.m. this is advance warning for your diaries, I hope that as many of
you as possible can attend. Posters will be forthcoming in time. Any
queries to Susan Wing please.

Missing jigsaw pieces
Does anyone know who bought the teddy bear jigsaw from Gill and
Jean at the summer fair? Two pieces of the jigsaw got left behind
and need to find their new home

Thanet Food Link, which is a registered charity supporting those who find themselves without food in Thanet, are currently needing additional volunteers.
Because our work has increased over the years, we have recently moved into a
new warehouse, and so more space now gives us the opportunity to take on more
volunteers.
Help is particularly needed in the warehouse, which involves putting away donated food and packing food parcels. We have sessions Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays in the mornings.
Anyone who is interested in helping with the local food bank, to phone 01843
226832.
Any help would be really appreciated. Love in Christ,
Debbie Ellisdon Thanet Food Link Ltd. Charity No: 1166696

BELLRINGERS WANTED—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED
Want to try a new hobby? If you are aged between 9 and 90 you are welcome to
come and join us on a Thursday evening at 7.30pm in the Bell Tower—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED—tuition given.

