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Thoughts from my reclining chair

It’s only a few weeks ago that I was praying for some warmer weather. Now
I pray for a downpour of rain. Like everybody else, I am rarely satisfied.

As I look at our brown lawn, the empty water butts and the parched hanging
baskets, my thoughts have turned to realising again how lucky we are, in
this country. We turn a tap and clean water comes out. We can run a bath,
stand under a shower, run washing machines and brew tea and coffee to
our heart’s content. But to many in the world, water is a great luxury; clean
water but a distant dream. People, usually women and children, walk for
miles with a bucket to a water hole and then walk back, carrying a full bucket of dirty water, which is all that is available. The nearest I came to that
was when visiting friends in India and remembering to use the bottled water
and not that from the tap, to clean my teeth.

As a ‘war baby’, I grew up with rationing of food and clothing. But I have
never experienced water shortage on a large scale. Maybe if I had, I would
be more careful with my usage of what is a precious commodity, to be
treasured and appreciated.

In 1976, which many of us remember as a long hot summer and near
drought, the rain finally fell, typically, on the August Bank Holiday Monday.
Everyone on our estate was so thrilled that we all went out and stood in it,
in sheer joy and gratitude. The centre piece of our church harvest thanksgiving display that year was a large jug of water.

I hope and pray that we can all enjoy more of this lovely weather, especially
while the children are off school and can enjoy our parks and wonderful
beaches. But I also pray that we will remember to use the gift of water wisely, and with gratitude.
Revd Gill Lurie

Church Wardens’ report
What exciting and challenging times ahead we have. With the works just starting in
the church. Repairing the clerestory windows and stonework along with other essential work to keep the church open. It’s been a long and difficult process and a lot
of hard work by all involved. Also we are now in an interregnum, which itself has its
challenges but we are very lucky to have a great network of clergy that are willing
to help us at this time. Our heart felt thanks go to all for helping us keeping our services. We have had meetings with Archdeacon Jo and Richard Braddy (Co-Area
Dean) about our vacancy and there is much work to do in getting someone but we
will get there with the support of Richard and other churches who are there to help
us.
The church has been busy in the last month starting with Archdeacon Jo conducting
the 8am service on the 1st of July. Unfortunately duty called from Canterbury Cathedral, which meant sadly she couldn’t stay for the family service at 10.30am. One
baptism took place Jenson John Hutley the grandson of churchwarden Chris.
A wonderful strawberry tea was held which was delicious and every one had so
much fun. The Area Dean Richard and Lorna, his wife, joined us too. Our thanks to
the Friends of St Saviours for arranging the event.
St Saviours School used the church for their Year 6 graduation and filled the church
for their end of year service. We hope all the children and staff have a restful and
happy summer holiday.
Special events were held to celebrate St Saviour’s Church 134th birthday. The work
being carried out now will help towards keeping the building going for the next 134
plus years. A very successful Gift Day was held on 22nd July and we are grateful to all
who helped or supported the event. Sunday the 22 nd saw a very special service at
10.30 with the Dedication Festal Eucharist conducted by Richard Braddy.
With the essential work being carried out please note there will be no weekday
events or services till the beginning of December due to safety concerns. Weekends
are not affected.
With love
Chris and Christine

Missing jigsaw pieces
Does anyone know who bought the teddy bear jigsaw from Gill and
Jean at the summer fair? Two pieces of the jigsaw got left behind
and need to find their new home

Gill and Jean still have the missing pieces. If you have the jigsaw please contact
the Church

Thanet Food Link, which is a registered charity supporting those who find themselves without food in Thanet, are currently needing additional volunteers.
Because our work has increased over the years, we have recently moved into a
new warehouse, and so more space now gives us the opportunity to take on more
volunteers.
Help is particularly needed in the warehouse, which involves putting away donated food and packing food parcels. We have sessions Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays in the mornings.
Anyone who is interested in helping with the local food bank, to phone 01843
226832.
Any help would be really appreciated. Love in Christ,
Debbie Ellisdon Thanet Food Link Ltd. Charity No: 1166696

BELLRINGERS WANTED—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED
Want to try a new hobby? If you are aged between 9 and 90 you are welcome to
come and join us on a Thursday evening at 7.30pm in the Bell Tower—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED—tuition given.

ST SAVIOUR CHURCH PCC, WESTGATE-ON-SEA

The events celebrating the 134th birthday of St. Saviour’s Church last weekend were
well supported and enjoyed by those who came. We thank Revd Richard Braddy, Co
-Area Dean of Thanet Deanery with responsibility for the Villages Group, for presiding at our special Dedication Festal Eucharist, during which be brought to life memories of the past and a glance into the future of St. Saviour’s Church.
The Gift Day on Saturday was in keeping with the traditions of the past. An opportunity was given to those wishing to celebrate the birthday by giving a gift towards
the future maintenance of St. Saviour’s building, ministry and mission. When the
birthday cake candles were being lit, Brenda reminded all those present what without the grant of £142,200 (75% of the total cost of the project) awarded to St. Saviour’s by the Heritage Lottery Fund, the Church would have been closed on account
of the dangerous clerestory windows. She explained that we are grateful to the
Heritage Lottery Players for providing this support but that we ourselves have a
responsibility to complete the project by arranging “church events and donations”
to cover the cost of £16,649.
As the St. Saviour’s Heritage Lottery Fund Contact Person, I am absolutely delighted
to report an amazingly generous response to the Gift Day appeal by the congregation and visitors during the Birthday weekend amounting to donations of £7,486.
We thank you all very much for your generosity and support for St.Saviour’s
Church.
As we already have £1,912 in the designated clerestory windows fund, this results
in our having to raise a further £7,251 by 11th December (end of contract).
The scaffolding work started on 24th July, 2018 and on the same day the Heritage
Lottery Fund paid £71,100 (half of the grant) into our account to cover expenditure.
When necessary a further 40% of the grant will be paid into our account to cover
expenditure, leaving 10% for final payments.
Please note that the Church is only open at weekends to allow the contractors to
complete their work during the week without interruption.
If you have any suggestions or donations for fundraising the remaining £7,251 by
11th December, please contact Brenda Carter (01843 833876) or Peter Staziker

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”
Sunday 8th July

Jenson John

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Phyll, Doreen , Verena

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”

Scripture Union
The annual Scripture Union Beach Mission takes place at Minnis Bay from Monday
30th July to Friday 11th August. The theme is Yesterday, Today & Forever (Hebrews
13: v8) and there are lots of free activities for those aged 0 – 18 and their families.
Please see the colourful flyers at the back of the church for more details.
We are hoping to have members of the Team with us at 10.30am on Sunday 29 th
July and taking part in our Family Service on Sunday 5 th August at 10.30am.
In the meantime, offers to help with any of the following will be appreciated by
those running the event:
Cakes – lots of cakes wanted for sharing in the adult café, for family events and
for team members. Home made cakes particularly welcome and should be
taken to Kearns Hall, Grenham Bay Avenue, Birchington from 1pm on Friday 27th July through to 1pm on Thursday 10th August
Ancillary tasks – supporting morning registration, making squash, plating biscuits or cooking meals in one of the local church halls
If you can help, please get in touch with Christine Attwood so she can pass on your
details to the appropriate person. Thank you.

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.
Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.

The deadline for September 2018 “The Link” is
Sunday 26th August 2018
Donations of food needed for the Thanet Foodbank, please support our
local foodbank.
Thank you, Ann Lawrence

ARCHDEACON OF CANTERBURY'S VISIT, SUNDAY JULY 1ST
2018
The Ven. Jo Kelly-Moore was due to attend both our Sunday Services
but was obliged to cancel her attendance at the Family Service. However, she was able to officiate at the 8 o'clock Service. With our two
Churchwardens' agreement, I have asked Valda to include in "The
Link" the text below of my email to them of July 2nd describing this
very happy visit as it should be of interest to others.
"Dear Christine and Chris,
Just to report to you as Churchwardens that Archdeacon Jo's vist yesterday for the 8 o'clock service went very well indeed. She arrived a
good 20-25 minutes before 8, conducted our BCP Service beautifully
and gave a very good Sermon based on the Gospel Reading. She
was completely unphased when I said we did not have someone to
administer the Chalice at this early service, and said she liked the feel
and way we used the Lady Chapel. She introduced herself to the
congregation and said that if we did not know from her accent which
side of the Tasman Sea she came from All Black was her favourite
colour. She said that she was working with the Area Dean to bring
about the very best result for the future of St. Saviour's, and also gave
out the week's announcements - including the proposed start of work
on the clerestory windows and the Strawberry Tea, both of which she
commended - plus that this Friday's Service had been cancelled
which she hoped would not disappoint any of us. Before commencing
the Service itself she led us in a minute of quiet prayer.
There were 11 of us in the congregation, a good number given that a
couple of regulars were away. She spoke warmly to everyone as they
left. As we were tidying up afterwards she asked me how long Ann
and I had lived in Westgate. I told her that we had been married in St
Saviour's and had returned to Westgate 20 years ago on retirement
during which time we were now into our fifth interregnum and as a
church had managed our way through major restoration work on the
Church Tower and subsequently on the West Wall, and now had the
further major work coming up.
When we said goodbye she said that she had very much enjoyed her
visit and would very pleased to come back to see us again.
Alan Clark
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AUGUST 2018
The schools have broken up, the holidays are here.
The sun is hot & shining, it brings us ALL good cheer.
So down to the beach we go & into the sea to swim.
Here we have such good fun as we swim around & splash about.
And then wade back & sit in the sun.
Some families rush to the airports to fly away for their great holiday.
But some prefer to stay nice & cool & sit in the shade in the garden.
It is lovely to relax in your favourite chair & to sit back & think & just stare.
It is good to be away from the sun’s glare.
The carnival comes to town.
The bands are playing & the “floats” drive by.
Oh how lovely the people all cry.
So the days go & we long for rain to cool us all down & feel fresh again.
And look forward to the month of September.
Marie Evans

News from St Saviour’s Church of England School
The end of the academic year has finally arrived and we are preparing to say goodbye to another Year 6 cohort. Having achieved the best SATS results since the overhaul of the assessment system in 2016, we are very proud of this cohort of children.
We once again find ourselves significantly above the national average across the
curriculum. This group of children have worked extremely hard since they joined us
in September 2014.
The one downside of saying goodbye to these children is that it seems a blink of an
eye since the previous Year 6 cohort left us last year. Time seems to be speedingup as I get older. The reassuring part of this process is that know that, despite being sad to see these children leave us, I know that I will meet them again, as teenagers or young adults, out in the community. One of the privileges of primary school
teaching is that one is (generally) remembered with fondness. Having a healthy
professional network with secondary school colleagues, it is gratifying to find out
how our ex-students are performing as they grow into young adults. I have heard
of numerous alumni, in the last few weeks, gaining places at university or taking
their first steps into the world of work. The have played even a small part in the
education of these young people makes the hard work worth while.
The satisfaction of seeing confident children move to secondary school is sometimes tinged with anxiety for the small number of children who are not ready to
move on. For some children, primary school may be only secure area of their life.
Where children have experienced neglect or trauma, the support provided by class
teachers, Family Liaison Officer or wider support staff may be the only shelter from
a troubling world. The relatively small size and intimate nature of a junior school
allows us to really get to know children and support the most vulnerable. Occasionally, we send children to secondary schools worrying whether they have the emotional skills and resilience to thrive. Our staff sometimes say ‘If only we had one
more year with that child’; at these times we may just have to accept that we have
done our best.
However, this heartache is soon overcome with the arrival of new Year 3 children in
September and the cycle begins again.
Nick Bonell, Headteacher

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church
Thank you to everyone who supported our strawberry tea on Saturday 14 th July. 45
people enjoyed the delicious tea provided by the Committee with fruit from
Monty’s of Birchington. We were delighted that the Revd Dr Richard Braddy (CoArea Dean) and Lorna, his wife, were able to join us. It was a very happy afternoon
resulting in the magnificent sum of £346.84 (net) for our funds. This amount is nearly £50 more than we made last year and includes donations, £79 for the raffle and
£23.39 for sales of fruit and scones. Thank you too to everyone who baked and
helped on the day and those who kindly gave raffle prizes.
A further £10 has been received for our sponsored walk in May, increasing the sum
raised by the walk to £748.
We have no further fundraising events planned for 2018 but hope to run two stalls
at the Church Autumn Fair in November.
If you have not already joined The Friends for 2018, please consider doing so. It
only costs £2 per person but optional donations are always welcome.
Christine Attwood
Secretary
Church Cleaning
This is an appeal to all readers of The Link who may have an upright vacuum
cleaner lying about which is no longer needed.
The cleaner I use in the church is not working very well and hasn’t been for
some time despite being thoroughly cleaned and unblocked etc.
Lots of people have been changing over to rechargeable cleaners recently
so if you have a mains cleaner that you want rid of, I would be very pleased
to take off your hands.
Thankyou. Shirley Plummer tel. 832695.

Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Centre
We have enjoyed a busy July, which began with the visit on 3 rd July from a group of
nearly thirty members of Beltinge and Herne History Group. It was a lovely summer
evening and, after a brief talk on Edwardian Westgate, they set off on a walk
around the town following a route I had planned for them, led by four Heritage
Centre volunteers. On their return there were welcomed by Sue and Pam with super refreshments to enjoy whilst chatting with us. Despite it being an evening of
one of the England matches in the World Cup no one was in a hurry to leave. They
were very interested in the church and asked a lot of questions about its history.
I have taken the opportunity, whilst it is too hot for me to get out and about,
to continue to update the small booklets on the “History of Westgate-on-Sea” I
have completed one on Adrian Square and one on Ethelbert Square to replace the
one which covered both, two covering Sea Road from No 1 (at the junction with
Westgate Bay Avenue) to No. 35, the former St Mildred’s Court, an entirely new
one on “Edwardian Westgate-on-Sea”, a revised one on St Saviour’s Church and
two on St Saviour’s School. If it remains hot and sunny I should manage to get the
remaining six revised this week!
The plans for the Lymington Road project are moving forward slowly - it has
been a very traumatic time and I have often wanted to give up, but other members
of the committee and some others have encouraged me to stick with the project.
The planning application, which took ages to complete went in, only for us to be
told that we didn’t need permission for the wall (we had been told that we did) if
Westgate-on-Sea Town Council were happy for it to be at the Recreation Ground,
for which they are responsible, but we did need planning permission for the
plaque. We submitted the application with the help of the Town Clerk and I have
now been told that we should know the outcome in early September. If all is well,
we then have to commission the work and find a date for a “ceremony” when it can
be dedicated. That may be difficult as there are so many plans being made by the
Town Council for their commemoration of the end of the Great War, which includes the beacon lighting.
We are no longer able to hold our “open mornings” on Wednesdays in
church because of the restoration work being carried out. We hope that the programme of Saturday talks will be able to continue, but have not yet ventured to
bring out our programme, so it is a question of please “Watch this and other spaces”. Our plans for the Heritage Open Day which will take place on Saturday 15 th
September from 12 noon to 4.00 p.m. at the Town Hall Buildings will not be affected by the work on the church and we are planning the details of that day, when we
shall be concentrating on the “Role of the Women of Westgate-on-Sea” in the
Great War. We look forward to seeing you. Dawn Crouch

One of the Women of Westgate who played a part in the Great War.
(it is from the autograph album of Mrs Wiles who looked after pigeons.)

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said) - CANCELLED from

24th July until 11th December DUE TO WORKS IN CHURCH.

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.

Sponsorship for the above event will be most welcome as half of the total collected is returned to St Saviour’s Church.
See Valda for details.

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
Bellringers Practice every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring
Susan 836430 . NO MEETING DUE TO SUMMER BREAK watch this space
for details.
The Westgate Heritage Centre
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL DUE 1ST JANUARY 2018
10am to 12 noon on the First Saturday of the month at 10.30am TALK
Refreshments available.
Saturday 4th August Talk - “100 years of a Westgate Family” Colin Osborne
Church Cleaning 9am to 10am on the 1st Friday of each month.
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the
church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the church or ring
Christine Attwood Tel 833314 email cattwood2002@yahoo.co.uk
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

TUESDAY 24th JULY UNTIL 11th DECEMBER Quinquennial Repairs in Church. There will be NO weekday
events or services in Church this period.

TALKTIME at Westgate Library
Your Westgate Library is the venue for Talktime – a social group for older
people.
We are an informal friendly group who like to chat about our interests and
learn about new things; for example we recently had a visit from Isaac who
spoke with us all about the Ramsgate Tunnels. We have had wonderful discussions with the ancestor of Powell-Cotton about Quex Park in Birchington.
All kinds of informative guests have come to talk about Fire Safety, Better
Balance and local history.
Talktime is a free event every 2nd Monday of the Month 2- 3pm. Come for a
cuppa and conversation!
Westgate Library – Home Library Service
Bringing the Library to you. We can provide books, including Large Print and
talking books free of charge.
A FREE service where items are delivered and collected by our wonderful
volunteers who have all passed a DBS check.
Many people benefit from joining the Home Library Service; some of our customers find it difficult to leave their homes because they are caring for another family member. Some customers are elderly or suffer with ill health while
others may need our service temporarily like new parents or after an operation.
Please contact Westgate Library via 03000 413131 or email westgatelibrary@kent.gov.uk if you would like to find out more about our FREE Home
Library Service. Our friendly and helpful staff will be delighted to hear from
you. Westgate Library, Minster Road, CT8 8BP

Beach Service 25 August 2018
After last year’s successful service, Christians together are holding
another Service at St. Mildred’s Bay on Saturday 25 August 2018 at
3 p.m. this is advance warning for your diaries, I hope that as many of
you as possible can attend. Any queries to Susan Wing please.

