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Dear friends,
I am delighted to write the letter for the Link for the first time just as Terry and I
celebrate living here for 5 years. No longer in fulltime parish ministry, having left
Exeter diocese, we wanted to involve ourselves in ministry together and were not
sure what that would look like.
We have been interested and involved in Prayer & Healing Ministry for nearly 30
years. So when two elderly ladies who met and prayed together told us we should go
to Crowhurst we felt compelled to find the Christian Healing Centre and pay a visit.
It was their Thanksgiving Day 2013 that we first arrived there and remember receiving a warm welcome (and a front seat in a packed chapel!).
I had trained at a Healing Centre in the Forest of Dean when I was a curate some 10
years before the visit to Crowhurst and had been hoping all that time to serve in a
residential setting. Crowhurst with its warm, comfortable ambiance, friendly people
and the ministry seemed to be a similar style. It felt like coming home.
Since we moved to Thanet we have served as visiting Chaplains at Crowhurst and
taken others there to enjoy the healing services, times of prayer, the art room and the
good worship and freshly prepared food.
We often look back at the amazing way we found ourselves at Crowhurst and thank
God and those two lovely ladies for their kindness, faithfulness and friendship. It
reminds us of the importance of prayer, listening to God & following his will and
ways. If you want to try a day or two at Crowhurst and participate in the regular daily worship times along with seeking God’s peace and healing, then look them up or
ask one of the clergy.
When we read the Gospel accounts that wholeness and healing is a part of Jesus’
ministry, right from the start he preached, taught and healed. I am writing my next
service on the Syro-Phoenician woman (Mark 7). Wherever Jesus went – into villages, town or countryside – they placed the sick people in the market place. They
begged Jesus to let them touch even the edge of his cloak, and all who touched him
were healed. Mark 6:56
Do you have a favourite healing story from the Bible? How does it relate to your
story and experience today?
In Mark 7 a woman whose little daughter suffered from an evil spirit in her came and
fell at Jesus’ feet. She begged him to heal and release her daughter from it. The
woman, a Greek, recognised Jesus and called him Lord. She wanted to receive God’s
healing for her daughter and trusted him for that. He told her to go and she went
home and found her child on the bed, the demon gone.

This miracle happened to show us that Jesus does not need to be present in order to
heal, and healing in this case also brought restoration for the girl and her family.
Prayer, teaching and healing work very much together and can be part of our worship and quiet times in church. It is possible with training to have a prayer and healing team in most churches. Starting small with perhaps a drop-in time for those who
want to come for prayer or write prayers to be prayed at a set time in the week in
church.
A time away or a time in church is where we as believers can experience restoration,
refreshment and renewal.
Isaiah 35:4 says: Be strong and do not fear; your God will come, he will come to
save and heal you.
It then goes on in following three/four verses to give us a beautiful picture of final
kingdom in which God will establish his justice and destroy all evil, when life will
be peaceful at last and everything be made right.
Peace and well-being.

Lesley

Ride and Stride – 8th September
The annual Ride and Stride in aid of the Friends of Kent Churches takes
place on Saturday 8th September between 10am and 6pm.
If you can help by greeting those taking part as they arrive at St Saviour’s,
please see Christine Attwood. We need two people on duty throughout the
day and each person can do shifts of either an hour or two hours.
However, if you are more energetic and would prefer to cycle or walk, please
see Valda. She can give you have sponsorship forms and more details. Half
the money raised goes to the Friends of Kent Churches and half goes to
your chosen Kent church – obviously St Saviour’s!
Thank you in advance to all stewards, riders and striders.

Sponsorship for the above event will be most welcome as half of the total collected is returned to St Saviour’s Church.
See Valda for details.

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”
Sunday 5th August

Quinn and Freya

Sunday 12th August

Harper

Sunday 26th August

Bobby

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Phyll, Doreen , Verena

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”
Caroline, Joyce, Margaret

Churchwardens’ Report
Last month we assured you that the essential works being carried out on the
church building would not affect our weekend activities. How wrong we were!
By the time The Link for August was back from the printers, scaffolding had
appeared inside the building and we had to make the unpopular decision, on
safety grounds, to cancel refreshments after the 10.30am service on Sundays for the time being. The decision was not taken lightly as we know how
important after service fellowship is, particularly for those living alone. The
internal scaffolding has also led to the cancellation of our harvest lunch and
Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Centre’s monthly talks being held elsewhere. At
the time of writing this month’s report, we are unable to say whether the Autumn Fair will go ahead.
More and more scaffolding has been erected during recent weeks but, following the recent site meeting, we have been informed that work will start on
the windows on 3rd September. We are grateful to Brenda Carter and Peter
Staziker for representing the Parochial Church Council (PCC) at these meetings.
We welcomed members of the Scripture Union Minnis Bay Mission Team to
services at the end of July and beginning of August. On their first visit they
told us what would be happening over the next two weeks with the theme
Yesterday, Today and Forever (Hebrews 13 v8) – it sounded exhausting!
Team members gave us an update on their return visit and also took part in a
dramatization of the story of Jonah and the Whale.
Congratulations to Ruby and Lily, who at the August Family Service, were
presented with books for good attendance. Although the linked chains have
disappeared from view, Valda is continuing to keep the attendance record so
others do not miss out.
We are very grateful to the Revds Peter Gausden, Susan Wing, David
Chance and Barbara Way for leading our services in August. We have all the
Sundays in September covered and are now booking clergy for October.
However, we realise that, with the coming vacancy at Birchington, there may
be occasions when it is not possible to have a priest to celebrate the Eucharist. The PCC has approved a Service of the Word for use if such an occasion arises and Susan has very kindly agreed to lead us in the Service of the
Word on Sunday 23rd September at 10.30am. Please note the only Eucharist on 23rd September will be at 8am.

Archdeacon Jo and the Revd Dr Richard Braddy (Co-Area Dean) met with
the PCC in August to discuss our future. It was a positive meeting even
though it is likely to be some time before a priest for St Saviour’s can be appointed. They again assured us that there were no plans to close our
church and explained how a group ministry would work. The PCC has been
sent a number of papers in readiness for our meeting on 12th September
when we need to vote on the following resolution: “The PCC of St Saviour, Westgate-on-Sea have read and understood the proposals to create a group ministry
between the benefices of Birchington with Acol and Minnis Bay; The Wantsum
Group; and Westgate on Sea St Saviour and support the creation of said Group Ministry.”
Archdeacon Jo has also requested information from the Diocesan Board of
Finance to help the Villages Steering Group look at various options for enabling ministry in Birchington, Minster, Monkton, Chislet, St Nicholas-at Wade
and Westgate-on-Sea. We represent the PCC’s on the Steering Group,
which meets again on 27th September. Please pray for the PCC and us as
we make these important decisions.
With our love and blessings Chris and Christine

GUITAR
The churchwardens plan to de-clutter the vestry cupboards in the coming
weeks. Archdeacon Jo has given verbal consent for disposal of the mildewy
choir robes. Does anyone know the history of the guitar kept in the same
cupboard? We have been told it was left over from one of the church fairs
several years ago.

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.
Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.

The deadline for October 2018 “The Link” is
Sunday 30th September 2018
Donations of food needed for the Thanet Foodbank, please support our
local foodbank.
Thank you, Ann Lawrence

Faculty Update
Earlier this year a Public Notice went on display for a proposed teapoint in the
northwest corner of the church and for upgrading the sink in the middle vestry.
Following 3 letters of objection to the teapoint (all objectors are members of the
congregation), the Parochial Church Council had a re-think and decided to only go
ahead with the proposed upgrading of the sink in the vestry. A revised Public Notice
is currently on display until 16th September 2018 in the porch and St Mildred’s Road
noticeboards and the accompanying plans will be available for viewing when the
church is open on Sundays.

Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Centre
August turned out to be somewhat different from what we had envisaged! We had
already adjusted to not having our annual exhibition in church, because of the restoration work due to take place, but we had been assured that the Saturday monthly meetings could still take place. However, on 1st August we were informed that
the event on 4th August would not be able to be held in the church after all. We had
just 72 hours to find another venue and to let everyone know of the changes. We
are very proud of the fact that we managed not to let anyone down and that Colin
Osborn’s talk on 100 years of a Westgate family was able to go ahead. It was not
easy at such short notice to find somewhere large enough to accommodate around
100 people - which is the audience that we usually have at our monthly talks - especially in August. We are very grateful, therefore, to Michelle at The Swan who made
the Function Room available, despite a wedding reception later in the day.
The Committee all worked as a team and, by advertising the changes on our
website and on Facebook and by informing individual members via email or telephone, most people were aware of what was happening. Two of our members volunteered to be outside the church from 9.30 a.m. to re-direct anyone who came
along expecting the talk to be there. In the end 96 people signed in on the morning
and the only problem that there was a shortage of chairs as we were preparing to
start.
Colin did really well - it was his first public talk and he was unable to have
the usual Friday rehearsal time to try it out with the microphone, to make sure that
the projector was working properly and the “projectionist” was happy with an unfamiliar device. Our thanks are due to many people, therefore. WE were so pleased to
welcome some of Colin’s family and also a former pupil of Wellington House School,
who remembered Colin’s father, “Carps” as they called him.
We have planned our autumn programme now with the knowledge that
we shall certainly not be able to be back in church before Christmas, although we
hope to have the first talk of 2019 there at the beginning of January. We have decided to stay with the Swan for September, October and December, so that members are not trying to find yet another venue. We hope that any problems we had
will have been ironed out by the time of the next meeting, which will have been
held by the time you read this.
In October Sally Whitworth is presenting an illustrated talk on Gibbon Rammell, who had connections with Street Court. This is the last of three talks on the
land ownership that made the creating of Westgate-on-Sea possible, that Sally and I
have done as a result of our research on three important Wills.

We are most grateful to the Revd Dr George Kalu and the Elders of Christ Church
URC for making it possible for the Heritage Centre to hold a special event on 3 rd
November to commemorate the end of hostilities in the Great War and the Armistice. We have faithfully commemorated the war and its effects on the lives of the
people of our town for the past four years and we wanted so much to be able to do
something fitting to the occasion this year. We felt that a “sacred space” was most
appropriate. We received an immediate reply to our request and Christine Attwood
and I met the Revd Dr Kalu to discuss with him plans for that date, which I will write
about in next month’s issue.
The complete set of small booklets on the “History of Westgate-on-Sea”
should be ready for the meeting in October. I hope that I will have covered the
whole of the town by then, with several completely new ones written. At £2 each
they would make good stocking fillers for anyone who lives or used to live in Westgate as there are lots of new pictures in each one and new material has been used
to bring them up to date - it is amazing how many changes there have been in the
town in the past six years.
I also hope to have news on the Lymington Road Memorial project in the
next week or so. Our plans for the Heritage Open Day which will take place on Saturday 15th September from 12 noon to 4.00 p.m. at the Town Hall Buildings are all
in place, when we shall be concentrating on the “Role of the Women of Westgateon-Sea” in the Great War. We look forward to seeing you.
Dawn Crouch
“A Postcard recently bought by Dr Field of the Westgate postwoman”

6 3 8
5 1
9

1
9

7
6 5 9
5 7
5
8 2
1 7 9

1 2 5
5
4
7
4 2 6
6
8
4 3
6 9 7

FINANCE

JUNE: INCOMING
JUNE:OUTGOING

£4362
£4979

_______________________________________
JULY : INCOMING
£3380
JULY : OUTGOING
£4136
NEW CHURCH HALL
INVESTMENTS
£64,015

HERITAGE LOTTERY
FUND ACCOUNT

£91,101 [includes

the grant of £71,100]
THE TREASURER : PETER STAZIKER.

Vacuum Cleaner
Following my appeal for a vacuum cleaner to replace the old one being used
for cleaning the church, I received a call from a very kind lady who offered to
buy us a new cleaner.
I lost no time in researching the many cleaners available and settled on a
Vax upright, bagless model which I have now bought and tested. It works
beautifully and I hope we will have good service from it for years to come.
The lady who so generously paid for the new cleaner wishes to remain anonymous but I have thanked her personally and do so now on behalf of all who
come into St. Saviours and appreciate seeing the church so clean. Thank
you so very much.
Shirley Plummer.

Heritage Lottery Fund
The following is a brief summary of the up to date position of the project for the
restoration of the Clerestory windows and the Rain Water Goods which was started
on 24th June 2018 and will be finished by 11th December, 2018.
The scaffolding is complete inside and outside and was inspected at the site
meeting on Friday, 24th August.
The Rain Water Goods and Masonry work will be worked on at the same time.
The windows will start to be taken out on 3rd September and will be boarded up. Work will continue until 6pm daily. The Masonry and Rain Water
Goods will commence on 10th September.
A subcontractor will be dealing with the repair of the windows.
The first valuation cost will arrive on Wednesday for payment by our Treasurer
Peter Staziker. The amount is unknown to us at present but will be paid
using Heritage Lottery Funding. When paid the invoice will be receipted
and returned to us to enable the eligible amount of VAT to be reclaimed.
We will keep you informed as the work progresses.
Brenda Carter – St. Saviour’s Heritage Lottery Contact Person

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE
SUNDAY 23rd SEPTEMBER 1030am Service of the Word led by Revd
Susan Wing

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said) - CANCELLED from

24th July until 11th December DUE TO WORKS IN CHURCH.

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both
Comtre,

held at the
munity CenWestgate.

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
Bellringers Practice every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring
Susan 836430 . BIBLE STUDY reconvenes 7pm to 9pm THURSDAY 13th
SEPTEMBER at 142 Minster Road
The Westgate Heritage Centre DUE TO BUILDING WORKS IN THE
CHURCH THE TALK MORNINGS WILL BE HELD AT THE SWAN SEA
ROAD
10am to 12 noon on the First Saturday of the month at 10.30am TALK
Refreshments available.
Church Cleaning 9am to 10am on the 1st Friday of each month.
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the
church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the church or ring
Christine Attwood Tel 833314 email cattwood2002@yahoo.co.uk
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

TUESDAY 24th JULY UNTIL 11th DECEMBER Quinquennial Repairs in Church. There will be NO weekday
events or services in Church this period.
Saturday 8th September Friends of Kent Churches Ride & Stride 10am to
6pm
Wednesday 12th September Visiting bellringers at 10am

HARVEST FESTIVAL
We welcome you to this year’s Harvest Festival Service which will be on Sunday, 7 th
October, 2018 at 10.30am.
As it is likely that we will still have the scaffolding in place, we think it would be
preferable to provide non-perishable gifts of packets and tins, jars and bottles, cartons and plastic containers. These gifts will be collected by arrangement with the
Thanet Food Bank.
As usual we will be delivering small packets of sweets and biscuits to Ocean Swell,
Eaton Lodge, Roxburgh House, Gordon Lodge and St. Michael’s.
The Church will be open on two Saturdays prior to 6th October, which will be the
day when the church is decorated by a group of volunteers.
The times when the church will be open for delivery of the gifts are Saturday, 22 nd
September and Saturday, 29th September between 9am and 10am.
We look forward to your support for this annual Service when we give thanks for all
God’s gifts which are appreciated and shared with others in need.
Brenda Carter
SEPTEMBER 2018
September is a lovely month.
The children have gone back to school.
The weather is sunny & warm but the evenings are pleasantly cool.
Afternoons we can sit in the garden & enjoy a cup of tea.
Look up at the sky & think “This is the life for me”.
As the days pass by the evenings become dark.
In doors we draw the curtains & put on the light,
Which makes us all cosy & ready for night.
Marie Evans

TALKTIME at Westgate Library
Your Westgate Library is the venue for Talktime – a social group for older
people.
We are an informal friendly group who like to chat about our interests and
learn about new things; for example we recently had a visit from Isaac who
spoke with us all about the Ramsgate Tunnels. We have had wonderful discussions with the ancestor of Powell-Cotton about Quex Park in Birchington.
All kinds of informative guests have come to talk about Fire Safety, Better
Balance and local history.
Talktime is a free event every 2nd Monday of the Month 2- 3pm. Come for a
cuppa and conversation!
Westgate Library – Home Library Service
Bringing the Library to you. We can provide books, including Large Print and
talking books free of charge.
A FREE service where items are delivered and collected by our wonderful
volunteers who have all passed a DBS check.
Many people benefit from joining the Home Library Service; some of our customers find it difficult to leave their homes because they are caring for another family member. Some customers are elderly or suffer with ill health while
others may need our service temporarily like new parents or after an operation.
Please contact Westgate Library via 03000 413131 or email westgatelibrary@kent.gov.uk if you would like to find out more about our FREE Home
Library Service. Our friendly and helpful staff will be delighted to hear from
you. Westgate Library, Minster Road, CT8 8BP

Bible Study group
New term begins 13 Sep at Susan Wing’s, time 7 p.m. for 2 hours. We
are doing an 8 week course called “Beautiful Lives” on evangelism. Information from Susan.

Missing jigsaw pieces
Does anyone know who bought the teddy bear jigsaw from Gill and
Jean at the summer fair? Two pieces of the jigsaw got left behind
and need to find their new home

Gill and Jean still have the missing pieces. If you have the jigsaw please contact
the Church

Thanet Food Link, which is a registered charity supporting those who find themselves without food in Thanet, are currently needing additional volunteers.
Because our work has increased over the years, we have recently moved into a
new warehouse, and so more space now gives us the opportunity to take on more
volunteers.
Help is particularly needed in the warehouse, which involves putting away donated food and packing food parcels. We have sessions Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays in the mornings.
Anyone who is interested in helping with the local food bank, to phone 01843
226832.
Any help would be really appreciated. Love in Christ,
Debbie Ellisdon Thanet Food Link Ltd. Charity No: 1166696

BELLRINGERS WANTED—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED
Want to try a new hobby? If you are aged between 9 and 90 you are welcome to
come and join us on a Thursday evening at 7.30pm in the Bell Tower—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED—tuition given.

