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First of all, may I wish you all that you hope and pray for in 2019. It may be happiness, contentment, peace, health – each one of us will have different thoughts and
desires as the calendars turn the page to 2019. Above all though, would be perhaps
the prayer ‘deliver us from evil.’
This last year has been marked by terrible violence at home and abroad; by great
tragedies, both natural and man-made; by tremendously generous giving to charity
contrasted with neglect of those who cannot look after themselves. By people who
cheer their teams and individual sports people, yet racially abuse those of a different colour; those who scream in delight at seeing the Duchess of Sussex yet throw
banana skins at black footballers. A collective madness sometimes grips groups of
people, in both high and low places, so that they seem to resemble the baying
mobs at the foot of the guillotine or at the foot of the Cross.
By contrast, there are millions of small acts of selfless love and service which never
make the news, because kindness, love and service to others do not sell newspapers or gain a place on social media sites. Good news is not news, in commercial
terms. But to those who have been the recipients, these will be the things that will
be remembered, that someone not only noticed individual need or distress, but
took the time and trouble to offer help.
I was once going downstairs from an office and a dirty, dishevelled man on the way
up stood aside to let me pass. I smiled and said ‘thank you’. ‘Oh no, lady’ he said. ‘It
is me who thanks you.’ When I asked why, he said ‘I came out of prison yesterday
and you are the first person who’s smiled at me for 4 years’. Ouch!! To me, it was
just a casual smile. To him, it was far deeper – that someone had recognised him as
a fellow human being. I always make a point now of saying ‘Hello’ when I pass
someone in the street. Sometimes I am ignored, sometimes I get funny looks, but
mostly, I get a smile and a ‘hello’ in return. Maybe I’m the only person to speak to
that stranger that day. Some housebound people go from one week to the next
without anyone speaking to them – is one of them your neighbour? Could you be
the one to speak to them, or wave as you pass the window?
A new year can bring many conflicting hopes and dreams. To some, it may be a time
of apprehension. Will I cope? What if…? One of my favourite quotations is that used
by King George VI in his 1939 Christmas broadcast. Britain had been at war for just
3 months and everyone was afraid. He quoted ‘I said to the man who stood at the
gate of the year, ‘give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.’ And he
replied ‘Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the hand of God. That
shall be better to you than light, and safer than a known way.
May that Hand guide and uphold us all in 2019.
The Revd Dr Gill Lurie

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Phyll, Doreen , Beryl , Liz, Joyce

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”

Churchwardens’ Report
Isn’t it lovely to be free of the scaffolding? We are so pleased that the scaffolding was down in time for Christmas and that we can again enjoy refreshments after the 10.30am service on Sundays. A big thank you to Brenda for
overseeing the project to repair the clerestory windows, roofing and rainwater
goods. Thank you too to all who came to clean the church on 13 th December.
Although neither of us could be there that day, we had spent at least a couple of hours every weekend between July and December doing our best to
make the church building acceptable for Sunday worship. Work is expected
to start on upgrading the sink facilities in the vestry by the middle of January
and the electrician has been contacted about the flickering/missing light
bulbs in the nave.
The scaffolding came down in time to enable St Saviour’s School to hold
their end of term service in church and also their annual carol service for
families. We were delighted to welcome the pupils, their families and staff on
both occasions. The School generously provides mince pies to be served
after the carol service and, thanks to Ann L, those unused were taken to the
Thanet Food Bank in time for Christmas.
We were pleased to welcome Denise Sturges-Allard from Oasis Domestic
Abuse Service to our Family Service at the beginning of December. Once
again, she went home with a carload of toys for the children being looked
after by Oasis. Thank you to everyone who gave so generously.
With effect from 1st December 2018, the benefices of St Saviour’s Westgateon-Sea, the Wantsum Group (Minster, Monkton, Chislet and St Nicholas –atWade) and Birchington with Acol and Minnis Bay have officially become the
Seamarsh Group. A copy of the pastoral order signed by Bishop Trevor can
be found on the church noticeboard in the porch. The reason you have not
noticed anything different is because nothing much has changed. Each benefice within the Group will retain its separate and distinct existence until a
team ministry is formed (this is expected to be about 12 months after a priest
has bee appointed for Birchington with Acol and Minnis Bay) but the clergy
within the Group (the Revd Dr Richard Braddy, the Revd Karen Gooding and
the priest to be appointed at Birchington) “will have the authority to perform in
every area of every benefice within the group all such offices and services as
may be performed by the incumbent of that benefice”. Richard and Karen
have taken services at St Saviour’s during 2018 and will continue to do so in
2019. Our PCC Treasurer (Peter) and ourselves are having a meeting with
Richard and Karen early in 2019 to look at finances and what stipendiary
(non-retired) clergy cover we can expect in the months and years to come. In
the meantime, we remain very grateful to Richard, Karen, Peter Gausden,
David Chance, Susan Wing, Barbara Way and Lesley Valiant for enabling us
to continue our usual pattern of services on Sundays and at Christmas.

It was lovely to have a church full to overflowing at the Crib Service with
Christingles on Christmas Eve. Thank you to all who helped behind the
scenes to decorate the church for Christmas, make the Christingles and fly
the church flag. We recently discovered that the flag should be flown from
Christmas Day up to and including Epiphany. With our love and blessings
for 2019
Chris and Christine

Missing Gloves
Gloves without an owner. Does anyone know the owner of a pair of black
gloves found in church on Christmas Eve?
Owner without her gloves. A pair of purple gloves went missing after the
Christingle Service
If you can help re-unite the gloves with their owners, please see Christine A

Bible Study group at Susan’s meet again on 10 January. We will be doing an evangelism Course:- Beautiful Lives. Time is 7-9p.m. Anyone interested please call Susan 01843 836430.

Diana Andersson of Adrian Square wishes everyone in the Church A Happy New
Year and Thanks all those who sent cards. I really did appreciate them and thought
that I would be able to get to Church but unfortunately I couldn’t.

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.

The deadline for February 2019 “The Link” is
Sunday 27th January 2019
Can you help?
The Churchwardens (Chris and Christine) would love to receive offers of help with
the following: Transport on Sundays. Some of our worshippers in Adrian Square, Cliff Field
and The Warren Drive are finding it increasingly difficult to make their own
way to church and we wonder whether a rota of car drivers could be arranged.

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
This starts on 18 Jan until 25 Jan and will involve prayer each morning at
10.30 hours bar Sunday when prayer should be included in normal church
intercessions. The list is as follows:
Friday 18 Jan at Methodist Church, Garlinge
Sat 19 Jan at URC (part of their prayer day)
Mon 21 Jan at All Saints, Westbrook
Tues 22 Jan at St Saviour’s led by St saviour’s
Wed 23 Jan at URC
Thu 24 Jan at St Saviour’s led by RC community
Fri 25 Jan at URC Hall led by Youth Worker and All Saint’s
You are invited to be at all the services or as many as you can manage, refreshments will be held afterwards.
Kent Prayer Quake
Touching Heaven, Changing Earth
Christ Church URC on 19 Jan 2019
Time: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
You do not need to be there for the whole period.
Please see posters and leaflets in the Church.

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church
(Registered Charity No. 1002041)

Please join us for our first event of 2019 - the annual coffee morning being held on
Saturday 26th January from 10.30am to 12noon in St Saviour’s Church. Admission is
free but there will be a small charge for refreshments. There will also be a raffle and
the opportunity to renew subscriptions or become a first-time member.

Due to changes in data protection legislation last May, everyone joining The Friends
or renewing their subscription must complete an application form and give their
consent for the Secretary and Treasurer to hold details of their name, address and
contact details. Forms will be available at the back of St Saviour’s Church from early
January.

As the annual subscription is only £2 per person, donations to round up cash or
cheque payments to the nearest £5 or £10 are always welcome. You do not need
to worship in St Saviour’s Church to become a member of The Friends.

Money raised from subscriptions, donations and special events enables us to give
grants to St Saviour’s Parochial Church Council (PCC). The grants can only be used
to:
Maintain, repair, renew, improve and enhance and extend the structure and
fabric, furniture, furnishings, fixtures and fittings of St Saviour’s Church
(including the bells and organ) and
Maintain and improve the garden and grounds of the Church including the surrounding walls
Another date for your diary is our annual general meeting on Saturday 13 th April
2019. This will also be held in St Saviour’s Church with refreshments available from
10am and business from 10.30am.
Christine Attwood
Secretary

From the Parochial Church Council Minutes (PCC)………
Meeting 15/10/18. Minutes approved 28/11/18
Church Grounds. Estimates for cutting back shrubbery along the south side and
along St Mildred’s Road were considered and the price of £504 by Top Branch Tree
Services was accepted. It was reported that there had been an excellent turnout of
volunteers to trim the shrubbery along the Ivanhoe and Westgate Bay Avenue
walls.
Torches. Replacement rechargeable torches had been purchased for use in the
event of a power failure.
Update on Clerestory window project. Work is on target for completion on 11
December 2018. Scaffolding will be taken down late November. An initial claim for
a refund of VAT resulted in a repayment of £1531.18. Further claims to be submitted. . (See the report in the November and December edition of ‘The Link’ for
an update).
Ingress of rainwater in North Aisle discussed and advice from Architect to be obtained.
New Vestry sink. Proposal to install a combination tap to allow hot/cold and boiling water to be used. Overall cost increased from £5826 plus VAT to just over
£8000.
Upgrade of church toilet. Plans for new vestry sink would result in no supply of hot
water to toilet basin, hence proposal to upgrade whole facilities. Cost estimate for
upgrade stated by Pierra Ltd as around £4000. Work approved in principle but concerns expressed as to whether the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) would provide a
grant to cover cost.
Additional stonework repairs. It was mentioned that the difference between the
HLF funding and the lower contract costs of the clerestory window/rainwater goods
project were to be allocated to additional repairs to stonework. Relevant paperwork to be extracted and referred to architect.
Treasurer’s report. Financial statements for the months of August and September
together with cumulative statements for the period 1 January 2018 to 30 September 2018 were approved. An update on the HLF account was also provided. A donation pledged on the Gift day in July had been received. Another welcomed donation had been received. However, it was stated that general running costs exceeded income up to September necessitating the withdrawal of £3000 from the deposit
account. Remainder of designated funds for clerestory window project £1912 to be
transferred to HLF account
HLF finance. The initial 50% of the grant had been received with the remainder to
be paid in two tranches of 40% and 10%.
Churchwarden’s report. The permission of the Archdeacon to dispose of redundant choir robes is still awaited. The contract for the parish telephone line is to be
cancelled.

Refreshments after the Sunday 10.30 to be reinstated from 16 December. The Friday communion service was discussed and the decision taken not to reinstate the
service. The collection from the Carol Service to be held on 9 December will be
towards the Advent appeal launched by Bishop Trevor. Also a collection for Porchlight will be made after the 10.30 service held on the fourth Sunday in January
2019.
Draft Licence Agreement with the Westgate Heritage Centre. Response from Registrar still awaited.
Creation of Group Ministry. Group to be known as the Seamarsh Group. The PCC
approved the draft order under the Mission and Pastoral Measure 2011 to create
the group comprising the churches of Minster, Monkton, Chislet, St Nicholas-atWade, Westgate, Birchington, Minnis Bay and Acol.
Any other business. The PCC were updated on the planning for Mission 2020.
Training to be arranged.
Thanet Food Link, which is a registered charity supporting those who find themselves without food in Thanet, are currently needing additional volunteers.
Because our work has increased over the years, we have recently moved into a
new warehouse, and so more space now gives us the opportunity to take on
more volunteers.
Help is particularly needed in the warehouse, which involves putting away donated food and packing food parcels. We have sessions Mondays, Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, and Thursdays in the mornings.
Anyone who is interested in helping with the local food bank, to phone 01843
226832.
Any help would be really appreciated. Love in Christ,
Debbie Ellisdon Thanet Food Link Ltd. Charity No: 1166696

BELLRINGERS WANTED—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED
Want to try a new hobby? If you are aged between 9 and 90 you are welcome to
come and join us on a Thursday evening at 7.30pm in the Bell Tower—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED—tuition given.
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FROM THE TREASURER
REMEMBRANCE DAY COLLECTION TO BRITISH LEGION

£430.27

MOVED TO HLF A/C (GIFT DAY DONATION)

£5,000.00

INCOME FROM PLANNED GIVING

£1,493.

INCOME FROM PLATE

£449.

GIFT AID REFUND

£684.

TOTAL INCOME

£5,949.

TOTAL OUTGOING

£11,933.

P.STAZIKER,HON.TREASURER

News from St Saviour’s Church of England School
This is my twelfth Christmas at St. Saviour’s Church of England Junior School. By
this time of year children and staff alike are exhausted. Our Year 3 children have
performed their Nativity (which was excellent) and year group Christmas parties are
in full swing.
Though Christmas is a delightful time of year it also ramps up the pressure on staff,
pupils and parents. Children completed reading, writing, spelling / grammar and
maths tests last week, teachers spent last weekend marking them. Planning, teaching and marking continue as usual, staff are organising food and games for children’s parties; preparations for our Christmas fair reach their peak and children
become ever more excited. Meanwhile, out in the real world, some of our families
experience financial pressure and parents in a variety of jobs go through their busiest time of year.
Despite all of these pressures, the generosity and good humour of our children,
staff and families staggers me. This week, I took in a donation of food for a year
group party from a family I know are experiencing financial hardship to the degree
that they have been referred to a foodbank. Many parents have offered their services to help at our Christmas fair, donations of food, prizes and gifts for the fair
have flooded in. Staff have been staying late, finishing off biscuits for the fair, tidying-up classrooms after glitter-strewn Christmas card making lessons and vacuum
cleaning corridors as we have a cleaner on maternity leave.
Mrs Biggs, our Family Liaison Officer organised a kindness week last week – linked
to our school’s Christian values. Children made ‘kindness rocks’ to celebrate kind
acts across the school. I have to say, our children are kind all of the time. All children have their disagreements but the level of good manners and selflessness seen
on our playground and in our classrooms gives me much hope for our collective
future.
On behalf of everyone at St. Saviour’s Church of England Junior School, have a wonderful Christmas and new year.
Nick Bonell, Headteacher

Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Centre
First of all, the Heritage Centre Committee, volunteers and members wish every
one a very Happy New Year, as we return to base for our meeting on 5th January
2019, after the successful restoration of the clerestory windows in St Saviour’s
Church. We shall see everything in a brighter light, as the grime of 134 years has
been cleaned expertly away before the glass was put back into place.
2018 was a busy and exciting year with the culmination of our four-year
commemorations of the Great War, when the commemorative wall and plaque
were unveiled at the Lymington Road War Memorial Recreation Ground in November 2018.
Despite having to move out of St Saviour’s in July at very short notice, we
managed to continue our programme of talks as planned and we are very grateful
to those who enabled us to do that - Michelle and her staff at the Swan and the
Revd Dr George Kalu and the Elders of Christ Church URC, who made it possible to
remember the centenary of the Armistice in an appropriate manner.
Heritage Open Day in September was a great success, thanks to Cllr Cornford and to all who helped on that day at the Town Hall Buildings. We were able to
be part of the town’s Beacon Lighting event, by sponsoring the lanterns that were
lit in memory of the men of Westgate, who died in the Great War. Earlier in the
year we had supported Screen South’s “100 Miles - 100 Years” project with a spectacular turn-out on a cold and windy morning to walk the Westgate Trail.
We have continued to enjoy a wide variety of illustrated talks once a
month and have produced new publications, including four A4 size books on aspects of life in Westgate during the Great War, which was made possible by a grant
from the Heritage Lottery Fund, for which we are most grateful. We have also revised most of our original A5 booklets and produced several new ones.
2019 promises to be as busy and as exciting. The period for spending the
generous grant of almost £3500 from the Co-op Local Community Fund has been
extended until the end of June. It was originally granted to allow us to go further in
telling the story of Westgate in the Great War (it was from that grant we were
able to sponsor the lanterns for the Beacon Lighting) and, at the January meeting of
the Committee, we shall be looking at ways in which we can do that and benefit the
community. We already have some exciting ideas, one of which is how we can best
support the Town Council in its “Westgate in Bloom” project. We do want to thank
the members of the local Co-op, who nominated us as their preferred charity in
Westgate - the amount received was much more than beyond our wildest dreams.
We can now extend our commemorations to the summer of 2019 - many of you
will have heard me babbling on that the Great War did not end until the

Peace Treaties (especially that with Germany, the Treaty of Versailles)
were signed, as the Armistice was merely a laying down of arms. Formal celebrations were held nationally in July 1919, so we shall be celebrating the centenary of
the events that took place in Westgate in July 2019 alongside the Town Council’s
“Westgate Day” celebrations, which you will have read about in “Westgate Talk”,
the Council’s newsletter.
The plans for 2019 Heritage Open Days are also already being made nationally and, once we move into the New Year, we shall be looking at what we
hope to do here in Westgate. As 2019 is also the centenary of the sale of the
Westgate estate, the 110th anniversary of the opening of the Town Hall Buildings
and the 80th anniversary of the outbreak of the Second World War, you can see
we will not be short of subjects for our talks, articles and displays. We just hope
that you will support us and, if you are not yet a member, consider joining us or at
least visiting us sometime in the year.
A few 2019 “Then and Now” Calendars are still available at £7.00 each.
They will be on sale at the January meeting or Mrs Attwood can advise you on how
to obtain one.
We look forward to seeing you. All are welcome to our events - excellent
refreshments are available, thanks to our splendid hospitality team led by Pam
Harrison and Susan Bennett
Dawn Crouch
Westgate’s Historic Gardens — Edwardian Times

2019 Calendars on sale price £7 each.
If you are interested in purchasing please contact Mrs Christine Attwood, Churchwarden or send a cheque made payable to Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Centre, c/o
Town Hall Buildings, 31 St Mildred’s Road, Westgate on Sea CT8 8RE. Please add
on postage £1.40 First Class or £1.26 Second Class.

A Message from Porchlight
Last year, Porchlight found 834 people sleeping rough on the streets of Kent.
Just 6 years ago that number was 149.
20% of the people we found were female.
15% of the people we found were young people, aged 24 or below.
The situation is bleak, but with your help, my colleagues in the Outreach team
can continue to support people living on the streets, and move them in to supported accommodation as quickly as possible.
Last year through our Christmas appeal, we told the County about Alan, who
was made redundant when his mental health suffered because his marriage
had ended. He spent a period of time sofa surfing ended up sleeping rough.
After spending months on the street, Alan moved into one of our supported
accommodation projects, and two years later is living independently in his
own rented flat.
Alan’s story is not unique. Relationship breakdowns and mental ill health are
the primary causes of homelessness in Kent. Last year, 75% of the people we
found sleeping rough were suffering mental health conditions. Porchlight provide a full pathway of services, starting with prevention. We work with vulnerable children as young as 10 by providing a support network to families in crisis, reducing stress and increasing wellbeing. If someone becomes a rough
sleeper, our Outreach team are there to support them, give them hope, and
work with them to find suitable accommodation, ASAP. Once people are living
with us, we provide support specific to the individuals need, working closely
with education providers and employability partners to give everyone the best
chance at becoming an independent person.
Last year, 79% of the people sleeping rough we worked with were found a
safe, warm place to call home. We would not be able to achieve this level of
success without the support of groups and organisations like St Saviours
Church. Your donations will directly help some of Kent’s most vulnerable people, and I cannot thank you enough.
Kindest regards, Nathan from Porchlight.

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
Bellringers Practice every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring
Susan 836430 .
The Westgate Heritage Centre
10am to 12 noon on the First Saturday of the month at 10.30am TALK
Refreshments available.
SATURDAY 5th JANUARY 2019 VENUE BACK IN ST SAVIOUR’S
CHURCH
10.30am Talk “Westgate Railway” by Dr Graham Field
Saturday 2nd February 10.30am Talk “My memories of Westgate over the
years” by Jean Cook
Church Cleaning FRIDAY 4th JANUARY 9am to 10am
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church Subscription
only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the church and
grounds. Membership forms at the back of the church or ring
Christine Attwood Tel 833314 email cattwood2002@yahoo.co.uk

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Saturday 12th January 10am to 12 noon Church Open Morning
Friday 18th to Friday 25th January Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
Saturday 19th January Kent Prayer Quake 10am to 4pm in Christ Church
URC
Friday 18th January 10am to 12noon Social Activities Group Open Church
ALL WELCOME St Saviour’s Church
Saturday 26th January Friends of St Saviour’s Annual Coffee Morning with
raffle & Subscription Renewal

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.

TALKTIME at Westgate Library
Your Westgate Library is the venue for Talktime – a social group for older
people.
We are an informal friendly group who like to chat about our interests and
learn about new things; for example we recently had a visit from Isaac who
spoke with us all about the Ramsgate Tunnels. We have had wonderful discussions with the ancestor of Powell-Cotton about Quex Park in Birchington.
All kinds of informative guests have come to talk about Fire Safety, Better
Balance and local history.
Talktime is a free event every 2nd Monday of the Month 2- 3pm. Come for a
cuppa and conversation!
Westgate Library – Home Library Service
Bringing the Library to you. We can provide books, including Large Print and
talking books free of charge.
A FREE service where items are delivered and collected by our wonderful
volunteers who have all passed a DBS check.
Many people benefit from joining the Home Library Service; some of our customers find it difficult to leave their homes because they are caring for another family member. Some customers are elderly or suffer with ill health while
others may need our service temporarily like new parents or after an operation.
Please contact Westgate Library via 03000 413131 or email westgatelibrary@kent.gov.uk if you would like to find out more about our FREE Home
Library Service. Our friendly and helpful staff will be delighted to hear from
you. Westgate Library, Minster Road, CT8 8BP

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.
Donations of food needed for the Thanet Foodbank, please support our
local foodbank.
Thank you, Ann Lawrence

