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“Forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.” Luke 11:4 
(NRSV) 

Forgiveness is at the very heart of our Christian faith. That we believe in a God of 
love whose grace is so bountiful that each one of us might be forgiven our sins. 
Forgiveness is bought at the highest price – the suffering and death of Jesus Christ. 
Only he was worthy enough to bear the punishment and gain for us reconciliation 
with God the Father. God not only calls us, guides and comforts us but he bears the 
price of our obstinacy in not coming into a loving relationship with him. 

To forgive and to be forgiven are at the heart of our healing and wholeness. As we 
are forgiven for whatever misdemeanour we have committed, we feel better - 
often a great weight has been lifted from our shoulders. God, himself, in his love for 
us offers forgiveness to us. No amount of good living or good deeds can earn God’s 
forgiveness for the wrongdoings of our lives and our separation from him. The gift 
is his and is complete – he does not hold any record of our wrongs; this is the depth 
of his love. We only need to acknowledge our need of forgiveness, a cry from our 
hearts, a genuine desire to be free of guilt and the Lord pours his love in. Forgiven 
we can stand tall again and go on our way rejoicing – that does not mean that in 
human terms we can avoid the consequences of our sin. If we are serving a prison 
sentence for murder or robbery or any other crime, we will have to complete that 
sentence BUT even in prison we can know that wonderful peace and joy that comes 
with being forgiven by God. 

Being forgiven by someone else for less weighty misdemeanours can have the 
same result, both for the forgiver and for the forgiven. That same joy and relief 
liberates our lives. However, being forgiven calls us to be forgivers ourselves. The 
love we receive should so begin to transform our hearts and lives that are able to 
forgive others. Being unable to forgive someone is like a festering sore, it continues 
to grow and turn us bad – we may be angry, resentful, we may come to hate that 
other person – none of us can move forward in that state. We need a sore to be 
cleaned out to be healed, so in our own lives we need to be made clean. If our own 
sores are left to fester not only is any relationship with the person we need to for-
give destroyed but also our relationships with those whom we love may be badly 
affected. A bad apple spreads its badness, an untreated wound can spread and do 
untold damage. Likewise, our inability to forgive and move on can have the same 
affect on our lives. It may not be easy and may take prayer and working on to 
achieve but once achieved we are set free to be the person we are meant to be.  

There is no cheap grace with God. If we have received complete forgiveness, so we 
need to be able to forgive. We may need to front up to our pride, our embarrass-
ment, our hatred, our resentment, our anger, and our deep hurt but through pray-
er and God’s grace we can achieve it eventually and live again in freedom. 



Our God is the one who heals body, mind and spirit – his grace and mercy displayed 
through his forgiveness and ours of others can touch all those areas. This month is 
the festival of St Luke, doctor and painter of word pictures which display our Lord 
as reaching out to the poor, the sick and the marginalised. A good month to think 
afresh about the healing properties of forgiveness.  God Bless Susan 

 

Special Service to remember our loved ones 

 

Every year, the Church throughout the world commemorates the 
Faithful Departed on All Souls’ Day (2nd November).  At St Saviour’s 
we hold a simple service on the Sunday nearest All Souls Day to re-
member by name those who have died – whether recently or some 
time ago. 

 

This year our service will be led by Mother Karen on Sunday 3rd No-
vember at 3.30pm and be followed by refreshments. A list will be 
placed at the back of the church during October to record the names 
of those to be remembered. 

 

We warmly invite you to include your loved one on the list (see else-
where in this magazine for church opening times) and to come to the 
service regardless of whether you are a regular churchgoer or where 
the funeral was held. 

 





  FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

For those Baptised 

“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”    

Sunday  15th September    Frankie Anthony,     Esmè Laura 

 

For those joined in Holy Matrimony 

“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they 

may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to 

each other” 

 

The Sick 

“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit” 

Phyll,  Doreen , Beryl ,  Joyce, Maureen,  Bailey,  Joan,  Ken,  Vanessa,  Dawn  

 

 

The Departed 

“Lord now lettest thou thy servant  depart in peace, according to thy word” 

We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their 

families and friends 

 

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time. 

“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for 

giving them to us”   

Arthur Dobson Churchwarden Emeritus,    Gladys 

  

World War 2 Roll of Honour for this month 

14th October 1939   Donald Stewart RN 

22nd October 1944  Henry Hambidge RAFVR 



Church Wardens Report 

As we approach the busiest time of the church year and the nights are drawing in, 
preparations are already underway for the special autumn services.  Our weekly 
Wednesday meetings with Karen are always packed with ideas and plans for the 
future and of course Chris always plays with Toast her dog. It was at one of these 
meetings that Karen expressed her desire to move into our vicarage, which for us is 
great news. Plans for this are in progress and we will keep you informed. Westgate 
will be such a good place for Karen and Aidan and I’m sure they will be welcomed. 

 The annual Ride and Stride in aid of the Friends of Kent churches proved to be a 
great success again this year with extra people from St Saviour’s taking part. It was 
fantastic to see so many cyclists from other churches taking part. Such a lovely at-
mosphere. Thank you to everyone that took part or helped in keeping the church 
open and giving such a warm welcome to fellow ride and striders. 

The Harvest Festival service was wonderful with the Nave Altar, the 
choir’s anthem and of course the magnificent floral displays. The gifts were plentiful 
and will be donated to the food bank for distribution. Christine and I would like to 
thank everyone who gave their time up to dress the church and to Harry, Charlie, 
Blake and Jasmine for reading and leading our prayers. 

With love 

Chris and Christine   

 



HARVEST  

FESTIVAL  at 

ST SAVIOUR’S  

CHURCH 2019 



Service for NHS Hearing Aid users There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at 

Westgate Surgery -every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes 

and free advice. 

Donations of food needed for the Storehouse Foodbank, based at Birch-
ington Baptist Church.  Please support our local foodbank.                                 

Thank you.                                                                                                                            

 

 

 

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations 

towards the cost of printing would be appreciated. 

The deadline for  NOVEMBER 2019 “The Link” is   

SUNDAY 27th October  2019   

 

 



AUTUMN FAYRE 
 
The  Autumn Fayre will take place on Saturday 16 November 10-12 am in church. 
Thankyou for your support in the past . Again we need the usual donations of tom-
bola and raffle prizes , also puzzles , gifts , good brica -brac toys and games.  
Our home produce stall also needs support with donations of cakes and savouries. 
We hope it will be a success providing much needed funds for the church. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GROUNDS CLEARANCE 

There will be Church Gounds clearances on Saturday 19th October and Saturday 

26th October 10am to 12noon.  Weather permitting. All welcome. Bring your own 

tools.  For details see Graham Neve. 

 







2  8 1 3     

6 7 4    1   

    5  4 8 2 

   5  2  7 4 

1  7    5  6 

5 4  6  9    

7 8 9  6     

  6    3 5 7 

    4 7 6  8 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Statement for the month of August 2019 

August 
Income        £3320 
Expenses     £3875 
Deficit            £555 
 
Total assets at       1 January 2019    £73895 
Total assets at      31 August 2019    £76968 
 
G R Neve 
Hon Treasurer 

 

 



News from St Saviours Church of England School  A new academic year has begun 

at St. Saviour’s with ninety-six new Year 3 children joining our school.  Our youngest 

children have settled extremely quickly and are gaining confidence by the day.  I 

have been very heartened by the way our older children treat our newest pupils.  

Respect is one of our core Christian values and I see it being enacted on a daily basis 

in classrooms, corridors and on the playground. 

An interesting juxtaposition struck me this week.  Our youngest pupils have been 

impressing us all through simple acts of kindness and respect.  Staff report having 

doors held open for adults and other children by Year 3 pupils; these children have 

learned from the example set by older St. Saviour’s pupils.  I spent some time in a 

Year 3 classroom today and witnessed a young man offering to work with a child 

who was not behaving well.  This helpful pupil showed great kindness and patience 

by including the other child in a paired counting activity, in an effort to keep him on 

task and out of trouble.  The good natured cajoling worked beautifully and the child 

improved his behaviour.   

However, while watching the news last night, I witnessed politicians on both sides 

of the spectrum shouting at and insulting each other.  Political differences in opin-

ion had boiled over into open hostility.  If we saw this behaviour on a street corner 

or playground, we would deplore ‘the youth of today’.  Our children make me more 

hopeful than some of our politicians.  At St. Saviour’s we teach children that you 

can disagree with someone without hating them.  Words like ‘traitor’, ‘sabotage’, 

‘fascist’ and ‘surrender’ have been hurled around by our political class recently; I 

wonder what example is being set for young people. 

We all lose our temper occasionally; a polarising issue can make us all angry be-

cause we care.  I was inspired by the words of the husband of murdered M.P Jo Cox 

on Radio 4 this morning when he said (to paraphrase) ‘there is more that unites us 

than divides us’.  I must remember to feed this line into collective worship for chil-

dren.  Schools are full of disagreement; argument can be healthy and we all need to 

be resilient to having our views challenged.  In my view, it is the job of teachers, 

adults and leaders at all levels to set the tone.  If we expect children to respect 

difference, to put their point across with respect and to use logic rather than vitriol, 

we must endeavour to do the same.  At St. Saviour’s, what unites us is a desire to 

see children flourish and become happy healthy and skilled members of our com-

munity; as a staff team, this is our common goal.                                                                        



The respect and care shown by all St. Saviour’s children, families, governors, clergy 

and staff over the last three weeks gives me hope that Christian and British values 

are alive and well – in Westgate at least! 

Nick Bonell, Headteacher 

For sale DVD of The Seamarsh Songs of Praise .   Please see Aidan or 

Mother Karen for details. 



BELLRINGERS WANTED—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED 

Want to try a new hobby? If you are aged between 9 and 90 you are welcome to 
come and join us on a Thursday evening at 7.30pm in the Bell Tower—NO EXPERI-
ENCE NEEDED—tuition given.   

                         

St Saviour’s Church has large print Hymn books, Order of Service 

books and Pew Sheets  (readings only)  for use.  Please do not hesi-

tate to ask if you require one.    

 

 

 

 

 
CALLING ALL KNITTERS 

 
WOOLLY HATS FOR SEAMEN 

 
WOOLLY HATS: Mike Piper, one of Dover’s team of seafarers’ chaplains, is seeking 
the support of knitters.  He wants some woolly hats for overseas seafarers when 
their ships call at the Port of Dover.  Fingerless gloves would also be welcome. 
Many of the seafarers arriving at Dover are from India or the Philippines and, in the 
colder months, they appreciate the kindness of the knitters.  Mike can be contacted 
on 07976 528449. 
 
Chunky or Double Knit Wool, any pattern, any colour.  Finished hats can be left in 
Church for Barbara Yates.  Telephone Number 835645, who will collect and take to 
Dover – No time limit. 
Many thanks.   
 
A total of 22 hats have been knitted  and given to the seamen. 
 
This is the last appeal that we will be putting out but any hats that are in the pro-
cess of being knitted can still be donated and will be delivered  in the next few 
weeks.               



From the Parochial Church Council Minutes (PCC)……… 

Meeting  24/07/19.  
Minutes approved 18/09/19 without amendment 
 
Matters arising.  Follow up to item in minutes of 26 June 2019.  Shop canopies.  It 
was agreed no further action was required by the PCC.  Donation for new mugs.  A 
thank you card from the PCC had been now been sent to the donor. 
Worship and Mission.  Food Bank.  A report of a visit to Storehouse was received 
along with examples of referral forms and other papers.  It was unanimously agreed 
to change support from the Thanet Food Link to Storehouse from 1 August 2019.  
Thanks to Ann Lawrence for taking the donated foods to the Thanet Food Link were 
recorded.  Suitable narrow trolley to replace existing collection box to be obtained.  
Review of Church Birthday celebrations.  Afternoon events considered worthwhile 
with a steady stream of people visiting the building and grounds.  Free refresh-
ments and the garden games were enjoyed.  The afternoon was intended to show 
the parish church was part of the community rather than fundraising, but £79.84 
had been raised with a further £40.31 donated at the Songs of Praise.  Members of 
St Saviour’s School choir attended along with members of local churches and the 
community.  Thanks were recorded to the Birchington Handbell Ringers, local bell-
ringers, the United Services Club for the loan of stocks and Revd Andrew Way for 
his help with the PA system.  Choir robes.  Now in use and admired.  Holy Baptism.  
Orders of service used by St Nicholas-at-Wade have been used but intend St Sav-
iours’ to have own booklets.  Proposal to use a nave altar for family communions in 
November and December. 
Treasurer’s report.  Copies of all transactions for June 2019 along with a written 
report had been previously sent to all members.  There was much discussion relat-
ed to reconciling the bank statements with Heritage Lottery Funding (HLF) as none 
of the papers previously requested had been circulated.  Mrs Carter maintained 
that the payments from HLF were net of VAT and therefore claims made under the 
Listed Places of Worship Grant scheme (LPOWGs) had been made correctly.  Evi-
dence was requested to enable a further claim to be made.  The apparently exces-
sive sum in the PCC HLF account was queried.  An email from the HLF stating that 
they were satisfied the correct grant payment had been paid was circulated.  Dis-
cussion brought to a close with further questions to be brought to the next 
meeting. 
Churchwarden’s report.  The offer by a member of the congregation to fund half 
the cost of upgrading the toilet had been retracted.  Since the estimate of £2000 
had been obtained, the need for a baby changing area had been identified.  Mem-
bers were asked to create a wish list for works to be funded by the money held on 
deposit. 
 



Correspondence.  Licence to photocopy.  Details of a new licence enabling photo-
copying of non-music books, study-guides and children’s activity books were pro-
vided.  It was agreed there was no need for such copying at present.  Website audit.  
Results to be discussed with churchwardens. 
Any Other Business.  Autumn Fair to be held on Saturday 16 November between 
10am – 12 noon.  Following recent resignations the Social Activity Group has three 
new members.  The offer by Mr and Mrs Clark to explore the possibility of an organ 
recital by David Flood (organist at Canterbury Cathedral) was welcomed.  The event 
would be in aid of raising funds towards cleaning the East window.  Thanks were 
extended to Mrs Staziker for her fresh flower arrangements.  The PCC was in favour 
of members of the congregation providing and arranging their own flowers for oc-
casions that were special to them.  Attention was drawn to the Deanery Synod 
event on 28 September 2019 at Holy Trinity Margate.  Further details to be provid-
ed.  The display of folders by the Westgate Heritage Centre (WHC) along the west 
wall, made cleaning difficult.  A volunteer from the WHC had offered to do the nec-
essary cleaning so the PCC authorised the folders being left on permanent display. 
 
OCTOBER 2019 
 
Now it is AUTUMN – the season of MISTS & mellow fruitfulness, as the saying goes. 
September was sadly bad.  The state of the world was so sad, murders, thefts & 
bombing around the world & even in our towns. 
The mood was low & full of woe. 
So let us hope October will bring some cheer.   It certainly will for us, for on 13th 
October !979 Stanley & I were married at 12.15pm in St Saviour’s Church, Westgate 
on Sea. 
It was the “Wedding of the Year”.  The whole of Westgate turned out.  Friends, rel-
atives from all around came. 
This year is Special, as on the 13th October we will have been married 40 years.  
How wonderful. 
A “Ruby Wedding Anniversary”.  The saying goes the wife should receive a “gift of 
Rubies”. 
My Ruby gift is my dear husband Stanley. 
October can be sunny & bright but the evenings draw in with the loss of light. 
In the garden the leaves are beginning to fall from the trees.  The birds are flying & 
seem ill at ease. 
However this month could bring some good cheer and those down at the pub can 
enjoy their beer!!     Marie Evans             

 





Now  I  have reached my 8th decade and am now "a little old lady" I have been 
looking back on my memories and thought I would share a happy one with you.  
It was 1977 and Alan had been posted to Sierra Leone  in West Africa. The Queen 
had just celebrated her Silver Jubilee and the Royal Navy had held a Spithead Re-
view, after which the ships were sent to the Commonwealth countries for Naval 
visits.  We had a Destroyer, a Nuclear Submarine and a Fleet Auxiliary boat in Free-
town. From the Destroyer, The Newcastle, we received  a message that they would 
like to have a children's party on the day of arrival for 25 children. We asked if it 
could be 30 and they agreed. We invited 10 blind, 10 deaf and 10 orphaned chil-
dren. As transport was a problem colleagues with cars were organised to bring 
them to the boat. I was able to tell the sailors which children were in which cars. It 
was really lovely to see how those men behaved; they were dressed up as pirates, 
and for the orphans they hid and jumped out on them, the deaf they made faces at 
as they came up the gangplank, and the blind were greeted at the bottom and led 
up. The children were given a tour of the boat and they were lifted up to sit on the 
guns and other equipment including the big "Steering Wheel" on The Bridge. They 
then had tea and played pass the parcel, (everyone seemed to get a present) 
after which they had cartoons in the rest room. An alternative game had been cho-
sen for the blind children but they wanted to "see" the cartoons.  After two and a 
half hours the cars came back to pick up some extremely happy and tired children. 
    Ann Clark 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE FRIENDS OF KENT CHURCHES RIDE & STRIDE 14th SEPTEMBER 2019 
 
Many thanks to all riders, striders, stewards and  sponsors for their support of the  
Ride and Stride. 
 
A Grand total of £557 in sponsorship was raised by St Saviour’s Church  half of 
which will be returned to the Church— £ 278. 50p. 
 
An excellent result THANK YOU everybody 



CHURCH ACTIVITIES  

Bellringers Practice every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm. 

Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring  

Susan 836430 .   

The Westgate Heritage Centre    

OPEN on  the First Saturday of the month 10am to 12 noon at 10.30am TALK     

Refreshments available.  

SATURDAY 12th OCTOBER Talk  at 10.30am 

SATURDAY 2nd NOVEMBER Illustrated talk by James Brazier “Trench Art” 

Church Cleaning  9am to 10am on the 1st Friday of the month. 

 

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church -  Annual Membership Fee only £2 

New members welcome.  Join the  Friends of St Saviour’s church Subscription 

only  £2 per year .  All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the church and 

grounds.  Membership forms at the back of the church or ring  

Christine Attwood Tel 833314 email cattwood2002@yahoo.co.uk 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

FRIENDLY FRIDAYS 10am to 12 noon every Friday ALL WELCOME. 

Saturday 5th October 12noon to 2pm Harvest Lunch 

Thursday 17th October 9.30am St Saviour’s School Harvest 

Saturday 19th &26th October Grounds Clearance 10am to 12noon 

 

St Saviour’s Church has a Hearing Loop System                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 



CHURCH SERVICES  

Sunday Services 

8am Said Eucharist  Book of Common Prayer 

10.30am Sung Eucharist 

10.30am  First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE 

10.15am  Mothers  Union  Holy Communion on the 2nd Thursday of 

the month  - contact The Revd Lesley Valiant     ALL WELCOME 

12.15pm Friday Holy Communion  monthly on the last Friday.   

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

1st Westgate Rainbows                   Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm 

8th Westgate Brownies & Guides   Fridays 5.30 to 7pm 

Brownies for ages 7 to 10 years  Guides for 10 to 16 years 

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                       



Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Centre 

The Heritage Centre started its commemorations for the 80th anniversary 
of the Second World War on Saturday 7th September, when more than 100 people 
came along to hear members of the Heritage Centre read a script I had prepared 
called “The Day War Broke Out”. We received many compliments, as I think that 
people appreciated being able to hear authentic voices - mostly local - from the 
past, telling their very moving stories. The twelve cast members deserve thanks and 
admiration. They had no rehearsals and some had only received their scripts a cou-
ple of days before. I wasn’t feeling at my best on the Saturday morning, so simply 
handed them a piece of paper with the order in which the pieces were to be read 
and the instruction to find a seat and make sure they had access to a microphone! 

It was followed up on 21st September, when the Heritage Centre support-
ed National Heritage Open Day by members being at the function room in the 
Town Hall Buildings from 12 noon to 4.00 p.m. and taking part in the reading of a 
short script called “Westgate and the Phoney War” (September 1939-April 1940). I 
wasn’t able to be present, but I heard good reports and again, I personally thank all 
who helped in any way that day or on the Friday in the preparations. Apparently 
some people had not come because of the difficult access for the not very mobile 
and, of course, it was not part of our usual programme. We will probably repeat it 
early in the New Year with some additional material at one of our usual Saturday 
morning meetings.  

2020 will be important because we have both the evacuation of the Thanet 
children in June 1940 and the lead up to the Battle of Britain to commemorate. 
These were significant events in the history of Thanet and we do have a large num-
ber of wonderful stories. I feel strongly that we owe it to those who came forward 
over the past fifteen years to tell their stories and, even, if I cannot do so myself, I 
am confident that other members will be willing and able to do so. 

Our October talk will have some links with Westgate and the Second World 
War. It is a power point presentation on “Westgate, a place for schools” and will 
explain what led a government official to give that verdict in 1934 - in other words it 
will be “potted” history of the private boarding schools that played so important a 
part in Westgate life for more than a century and the effect of their leaving the 
town in September 1939. Almost all did not return after the war and the town was 
never the same again. Do come along! You will be welcome. 

Our bespoke bench is now ready and will soon be delivered to TDC to in-
stall at St Mildred’s Bay before Remembrance Sunday. Watch out for notices and 
information on social media. 

Dr Dawn Crouch Curator  





Westgate on Sea Heritage Centre Calendars NOW AVAILABLE Cost £5 each. 

Plus Postage £!.50 First Class       £1.35 Second Class  if required.                       

Makes a wonderful gift.  Available at Heritage Centre opening times and via 

website . 
















