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Dear friends, 

As we celebrate our 136th birthday as St Saviour’s Church at the heart of Westgate-

on-Sea, we can feel happy that the church is open every day and welcoming many 

people. These past months have been unlike anything we’ve known, reminding us 

of the fragility of life and of our dependence on one another. The internet and the 

phone help to keep many of us connected, but the new experience of meeting 

again- in church or in the town and sometimes on doorsteps- is welcome. We aren’t 

supposed to live as hermits- we need each another! 

But this experience has changed us in ways that may make us more grateful for 

things we took for granted and more aware of the need to examine our lives and 

habits. Just as we need to take these opportunities as individuals, so we do as a 

church- the Body of Christ in this place. We may need to re-evaluate some of our 

routines and take up new challenges. I would be very happy to hear from anyone 

who has any comments or suggestions to make about ways in which we can move 

forward. 

Meanwhile, let’s thank God for bringing us safely to this point and listen out for any 

whispers of thoughts which may come from Him as we enjoy the continuing good 

weather. It is lovely that, as a community, we are able to offer what so many people 

need at this time after so many challenging months; an unspoilt seaside to relax and 

recuperate in the holiday season. I hope that you will find plenty of chances to rel-

ish the beauty that so many of our visitors come for!     Mother Karen 

 

 

 

Aidan streaming one of 

the many Church Services 

(left) and Aidan giving the 

Thumbs up , all has gone 

well (right) 

Many thanks to Aidan for 

all of the time and hard 

work he has given to this 

to enable us all to worship 

together. THANK YOU! 



Welcome to St Saviour’s Church for Sunday public worship! 

 

In these extraordinary times, we are delighted once again 

       to be able to welcome those who are able to come to church         

HOWEVER 

            IF YOU HAVE ANY SYMPTOMS OF COVID-19 or 

                  IF YOU ARE CLINICALLY VULNERABLE 

                                    PLEASE DO NOT COME!! 

 

CHURCH DOORS WILL OPEN 30 MINS BEFORE SERVICE         

If the porch area is busy, please queue at 2m distance 

Hand sanitizer is available inside the main door 

Please ensure that you use it on your way in and out 

Please maintain 2m social distancing in church 

If in doubt, please follow the Wardens’ guidance 

Please ensure that you leave contact details 

Opening is supported by NHS Track and Trace system 

Communion will be offered in one kind only 

Please wait for directions- return to seats by side aisle 

         Sadly, we can’t join in the pre-recorded singing 

but there are plenty of chances to pray! 

 

 We all hope you feel comfortable, calm and safe in church! 



Supporting NHS Test and Trace 

You may be wondering why we are asking for consent to record your name 

and telephone number when you come to church. We hope this notice an-

swers your questions. It has been produced by the Church of England to 

explain how information about you will be used temporarily by the Parochial 

Church Council (PCC) during the Covid-19 pandemic crisis so we can put in 

place a list of clergy, staff and visitors to the church building/s, as requested 

by the Government in support of NHS Test and Trace.    

1. Who we are  

St Saviour’s PCC are the data controller (contact details in section 7. below).  

This means we decide how your personal data is used and why.   

2. The information we collect about you and why we need it 

Although we may have your contact details already for our usual work the 

Covid-19 pandemic has created a unique situation and additional reasons 

for us to collect the name and contact telephone numbers of all clergy, staff 

and visitors who visit/use our church building/s in order to support NHS Test 

and Trace.  This is specifically in relation to contact tracing, which is the pro-

cess of identifying, assessing, and managing people who have been ex-

posed to a disease to prevent onward transmission and the investigation of 

local outbreaks.   

For more information about Test and Trace, and how they will use your per-

sonal details, please see the Government guidance website:  https://

www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-how-it-works 

In summary, Test and Trace: 

provides testing for anyone who has symptoms of coronavirus to find out 

if they have the virus; 

gets in touch with anyone who has had a positive test result to help 

them share information about any close recent contacts they have 

had; and 

alerts those contacts, where necessary, and notifies them they need to 

self-isolate to help stop the spread of the virus. 

This is voluntary, and you don’t have to provide your details, however, 

if you do, they will only be used for the purpose of sharing them with 

NHS Test and Trace.  

 

about:blank
about:blank


3. Lawful basis 

We will use your information lawfully, as explained below: 

Consent – We need your consent in order to collect your name and 

contact telephone number and share this with NHS Test and Trace 

if requested.  You will give us your consent by providing your details 

in the List/Form.  

Explicit consent – We need your explicit written consent to collect your 

data on the basis that you may have revealed a religious belief by 

using our church building/s. You will give us your explicit consent by 

completing the List/Form. 

You can withdraw your consent at any time after giving your details by 

letting us know you no longer want us to keep or share your personal 

data for this purpose, however, once we have given your details to 

Test and Trace we will no longer be able to prevent processing.  To 

contact us, please see our contact details at 7. below.  

4. Sharing your data 

Your personal data will be treated as strictly confidential and will only be 

shared with NHS Test and Trace if requested.  

Personal data that is collected will be used only to share with NHS Test and 

Trace. It will only be used for the purpose specified in this Privacy Notice.  

5. Data Retention 

We will keep your name and telephone number for a maximum of 21 days 

and will dispose of it after this period.  

 

6. Your Legal Rights  

Unless subject to an exemption under the GDPR or DPA 2018, you have 

the following rights with respect to your personal data: - 

The right to be informed about any data we hold about you; 

The right to request a copy of your personal data which we hold about you; 

The right to withdraw your consent at any time, while the [name of church 

body] still has your data; 

The right to request that we correct any personal data if it is found to be 

inaccurate or out of date; 

 



The right to request your personal data is erased where it is no longer nec-

essary for us to retain such data; 

The right, where there is a dispute in relation to the accuracy or processing 

of your personal data, to request a restriction is placed on further pro-

cessing; 

The right to obtain and reuse your personal data to move, copy or transfer it 

from one IT system to another. [only applicable for data held online] 

7. Complaints and queries 

If you have any questions about this privacy notice, including any requests 

to exercise your legal rights, please contact Mother Karen on 01843 

216357.  

You also have the right to lodge a complaint with the Information Commis-
sioners Office. You can contact the Information Commissioners Office on 
0303 123 1113 or online: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/your-personal
-information-concerns/ or https://ico.org.uk/global/contact-us/ 

Holiday Cover 

 

Looking for volunteers to join the small band of welcomers who are keeping 
the church building open between 10am and 12noon on weekdays and Sat-
urdays. Could that be you? 

 

No special skills or knowledge required and there will always be someone 
else “on duty” with you. Please contact me to find out more, especially if 
you can help cover holiday absences in August. 

 

Christine Attwood                                     

Churchwarden 

  

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank




                                   Glance back over July 

July has been the month of a gradual re-opening of church, beginning with tentative 

steps on the first Sunday and culminating in a great gathering on the last Sunday of 

the month. The attendance was wonderful; we were at our absolute capacity and 

thrilled to be joined by representatives from all the churches of the town and St 

Nicholas as well. Bishop Rose led us in a profound and joyful celebration of our 

Birthday and reminded us all what we are here for! 

During the week, our trusty band of Welcomers have continued to open the church 

for prayer (and scarecrows!) We are very grateful to them for giving so generously 

of their time and we are happy to see that people value this opportunity to visit the 

house of God in the week.  

Our Sunday worship has once more been enriched by music with Graham on the 

organ and Lesley and the St Martin’s Singers singing (prerecorded). Kathleen and 

Anne have produced beautiful floral displays and readers have stepped forward 

each week. We look forward to more volunteers! 

July, then, has been a month of hope. There have been signs of God’s presence with 

us in different ways from anything we’ve known before. Although we have to be 

very careful and vigilant, there is a sense of joy in the renewed witness of our parish 

church at the heart of our community.      Mother Karen           



Some of the Scarecrows in Church for the Birthday celebrations 



Henry the Scarecrow  

Westgate Heritage Centre entry for the Scarecrow Festival 



One Priest and her Dog       

St Saviour’s Church scarecrow for the Scarecrow Festival 



  FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

For those Baptised 

“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”    

 

For those joined in Holy Matrimony 

“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they 

may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to 

each other” 

 

The Sick 

“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit” 

Phyll,  Doreen , Beryl ,  Joyce,  Bailey,  Joan,  Ken, Thelma, Melanie, Stephen, 

Pearl, Claire, Jim, Father David, Eleanor, Dawn 

 

The Departed 

“Lord now lettest thou thy servant  depart in peace, according to thy word” 

We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their 

families and friends  

Julia,   Thelma 

 

 For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time. 

“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for 

giving them to us”   

 

World War 2 Roll of Honour for this month 

Tom Appleby     26th August 1941   

Commemorating 75 years ago VJ Day 15tth August 1945 and remembering all those 

who lost their lives in South-east Asia.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 



THE FRIENDS OF KENT CHURCHES RIDE AND STRIDE is due to take place  

SATURDAY 12th SEPTEMBER from 10am to 6pm. 

Anyone interested in riding or striding for sponsorship please see Valda for de-

tails.  Half of the sponsorship money is returned to the church of your choice. 

We are hoping to have the Church open for this so would be pleased for  

welcomers to be in Church to meet and greet.   THANK YOU 



Church Open! 

 

We are delighted that St Saviour’s Church is now open to everyone for pri-
vate prayer on weekdays and Saturdays between 10am and 12noon.  

 

There will always be two people in church to greet you and remind you of the 
guidelines to keep us all safe. The aim is to make you feel welcome without 
being over zealous. 

 

You will be asked to use the hand sanitiser as you enter the church and then 
be invited to sit in the north aisle for silent prayer or just to enjoy the stillness. 
We have Taizé music playing in the background as an aid to prayer and you 
are welcome to light a candle. However, please do not do so immediately 
after using the sanitiser. 

 

Unfortunately, we are unable to provide toilet facilities or any form of refresh-
ment. 

 

Mother Karen, Chrissy and I are very grateful to everyone who has made it 
possible for us to open the church and for carrying out the extra cleaning that 
is so important during the present time. 

 

Following the welcome announcement allowing public worship again, we are 
planning to resume our services at 8am and 10.30am from Sunday 5

th
 July. 

We do not know all the changes that will be necessary for these services to 
go ahead because, at the time of writing (28

th
 June), we are waiting for fur-

ther guidance from the Government via Bishop Rose.   

 

If you have any concerns about returning to church, please do not keep them 
to yourself but share them with us. 

 

Christine Attwood 

Churchwarden 

  

 





Mother Karen and Toast in a Happy Place  Photos by Mother Karen 

Another Beautiful Evening 



Treasurer’s Report (General fund) 

Statement for the month of June 2020 and July 2020 

June    July 
Income        £3042  Income       £7431 
Expenses     £3438  Expenses    £4509 
Deficit            £396  Surplus       £2922 
 
Deficit for year to date…..£2263 
 
Total assets at        1 January 2020          £80633 
Total assets at             31 July 2020          £78370 
 
As can be seen, there has been a turnaround in our finances this month which for 
the first time this year show a surplus.  This has had the effect of reducing the ac-
cruing deficit as shown.  The reason for the turnaround is due to some generous 
donations and a catch up of regular giving now our church is open for worship.  
 
The Storehouse (Foodbank) is now able to accept donations of food on Tuesday 
and Thursday mornings.  However, the Storehouse will accept monetary donations 
and the church will continue to act as a focal point for receiving such donations.   A 
total of £1385 at 31 July 2020 has been sent to the Store-
house.   
 
G R Neve  Hon Treasurer 

 



Service for NHS Hearing Aid users There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at 

Westgate Surgery -every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes 

and free advice.  SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

Donations of food needed for the Storehouse Foodbank, based at Birch-
ington Baptist Church.  Please support our local foodbank by sending do-
nations of money to the PCC Treasurer  who will forward the money di-
rectly to the Storehouse.   Please contact the Treasurer at 
neve389@btinternet.com    for details                          

Thank you.                                                                                                                            

Donations Toiletries and Babies nappies for Oasis  

 

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations 

towards the cost of printing would be appreciated,.  PRINTING  IS 

 SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

The deadline for  SEPTEMBER 2020 “The Link” is   

SUNDAY 30th AUGUST 2020  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

We are looking for some help with cleaning our lovely church. Are you able to 
join us on the first Friday each month for just one hour between 9.00 and 10.00. 
None of the jobs are over strenuous and we would appreciate any help that you 
may be able to give us. It is a happy hour spent looking after God’s house. Please 
speak to me if you might be able to help. Thank you. Christine Bolger 



Friendly Friday Corner-: 
As I write, another month of the year is almost behind us, and I sincerely hope that 
you are all still keeping well. I look forward very much to seeing everybody again 
very soon! This month, I have once again been keeping busy with my crafts, and I 
decided to create some designs using "left-over" paper that I have accumulated 
over time! I decided to make a mosaic of a beach scene, simply using "left-over" 
paper cut into small squares. Again, it is very easy to do, and all that is required is a 
pencil outline of the sea, and some yachts sailing upon it.  If framed, it would cer-
tainly make a welcome gift. I still had some pieces of "left-over" paper remain-
ing,  so I finished by making a "city scene" and a "castle image", simply by "tearing" 
the squares and rectangles of the buildings into shape, and adding some extra de-
tails. I was very pleased with the effect, and attach some photographs of this 
month's creations!  
Last month saw Valda and I embarking on a most enjoyable project. We both made 
scarecrows on behalf of the Heritage Centre and the church. Our two scarecrows 
were displayed at the Festival of Scarecrows held in Westgate, on the 18th /19th of 
July, and they will both be joining us for our 136th birthday celebrations! Valerie.  





 2  8 3 7    

5 9      4  

8 3   5   6  

9  2 4  6 5   

  8 3  2 1   

  3 5  9 8  6 

 7   9   3 5 

 8      1 9 

   1 2 5  8  

Spot what is in the tree 



Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Centre by Dr Dawn Crouch 

The Heritage Centre has continued to function although, at present, we are still 
unable to hold any meetings. The church is now open each morning from 10.00 
a.m. to 12 noon, but again, at present, we cannot have material on display. 

 Last month, I expressed the hope that, somehow, it would be possible to 
mark the centenary on Saturday 11th July of the erection of the War Memorial tab-
let to those who died in the Great War. I am so pleased to say that it was possible 
to do this, albeit in a very low-key “ceremony”. Christine Attwood, our membership 
Secretary and Churchwarden and I, as Churchwarden Emeritus and Hon Freeman of 
Westgate-on-Sea lit candles on that day, keeping socially distanced. The lovely oak 
frame of the tablet is almost six feet in length, so we were able, after lighting our 
candles separately, to stand either side of it to have a “historic” photograph taken 
for the records. It was my first “outing” since mid-March and I’m very grateful to 
my good friend Colin, also a Heritage Centre member who, with his wife Elsie, has 
agreed to provide a “bubble” for me until such time as there is further relaxation of 
“rules”. Colin was also the photographer. 

 I have continued to answer inquiries from many people on a variety of West-
gate related topics and a monthly newsletter has again been issued for our mem-
bers.  

 Some of you will have seen the scarecrows in the town on 18th and 19th July 
and some may have followed the Festival trail. It was so good that Heritage Centre 
members were able to respond to that as well, to keep both the Centre and St Sav-
iour’s Church on the map. It was not easy to make them under the circumstances - 
finding the right materials, when it was not possible just to pop into a charity shop 
to see what they had, proved a challenge which was admirably met. We thank most 
sincerely Valerie Lamb who made the “Military Man” scarecrow, based on her Un-
cle Harold, which stood by the gate in St Mildred’s Road and the four members of 
the Neve family, all Heritage Centre members, who made the amusing scarecrow 
(plus well-known dog) which stood in Westgate Bay Avenue near the north en-
trance to the church. Both took a long time to make and the creators bothered to 
be around to welcome the public and talk about their models. 

 The next important anniversary is the 15th August, the 75th anniversary of VJ 
Day. We shall try to see that it is marked. It is very fitting that today, in the troubled 
world in which we are living, that we remember the men who fought and died in 
the Far East - the forgotten army, for whom VE Day and its celebrations had left 
them, so far away, feeling that they were out of sight and out of mind. Many West-
gate men fought in the Far East. Some, including Colin Hambidge and Frederick 
Clark, died there in notorious Japanese POW camps. May their souls rest in peace! 

  



On 15th August, therefore, let us all remember the Kohima Epitaph, which has come 
to be associated with those who lost their lives and are buried “in some corner of a 
foreign field” - so very far from home. 

“When you go home, 

Tell them of us and say 

For your tomorrow, 

We gave our today.” 



An eventful two years of National Service : 1951-1953-: 
 
My late father, Herbert John Acres ( 22/06/33-20/07/17), was conscripted into Na-
tional Service, just after his 18th birthday in 1951, to serve in one of the armed forc-
es. He joined the 1st Battalion Irish Guards (He was not of Irish descent, but was 
probably chosen because of his height, as he stood well over 6 ft!). After an initial 
period of training at Pirbright, Surrey, he left for Llanelly Barracks, Hubbelrath, 
Dusseldorf, Germany, where he served most of his National Service. It was here 
that he soon obtained his driving licence, and started driving lorries on behalf of the 
army. It was at this point, that he realised that he had to learn some vital words of 
German, to enable him to reach his destinations! Father Michael Casey (later to 
become Canon Casey), served as Padre to the battalion during this period, and 
made a profound impression on my father. My father, by now a corporal, would 
help Father Casey set up a makeshift altar on the back of his lorry during manoeu-
vres, and recalls being moved by the sight of German civilians kneeling and praying 
in the fields with the British soldiers. My father was deeply attached to this kind 
man, finding him sociable, amiable, understanding, approachable, and a very good 
listener.  
The battalion returned three times to England during this period for major Royal 
occasions: the funeral of King George the Sixth in February 1952 ; the funeral of 
Queen Mary in March 1953, and the Coronation of our present Queen in June 1953. 
The Irish Guards travelled soon after this to Ulster for a recruiting drive, and it was 
at Stormont Castle, Belfast, that a Guard of Honour was formed for the young 
Queen by the battalion. The Queen and Prince Philip were visiting the province at 
that time. Many years later when we looked at souvenir books or Pathe films of 
these royal occasions, my father could show us exactly where he was standing! 
Our contact with the regiment still lasts today, and we, as a family have been very 
much involved with the Irish Guards Association (London). My father's pride was 
evident when in the mid-1990's at Chelsea Barracks, my youngest son, Michael 
(then 4 years old), presented the Queen Mother with a small bouquet of flowers! 
The Queen Mother was there to present shamrock to the guardsman for St. Pat-
rick's Day.  Love from Valerie.  



Toast afloat!        Photos by Aidan 



The Feast of the Transfiguration - 6th August 

For thirty years in Westgate the Feast of the Transfiguration - 6th August - was more 
than just another of the great festivals of the Christian church and everyone looked 
forward to it with great pleasure. When the Revd Stanley Evans came to St Sav-
iour’s in 1972 his one disappointment was that his new parish had no “Feast of Ti-
tle”, because it was not named after a saint, but after our Saviour himself. He 
thought hard about this as most of the great days connected with our Lord were 
already major Feast Days such as Christmas or Easter. Then his mind alighted on 6th 
August, one of the great festival days of the Christina church and so that date was 
adopted for St Saviour’s “Patronal” Festival. It was two weeks after the anniversary 
of the dedication of St Saviour’s on 23rd July 1884, so it could mean two weeks of 
unbridled festivity in what then was still the heart of the season.  

For two weeks at the end of July and the beginning of August, St Saviour’s 
was decked in white and gold and played host to its neighbours and friends of all 
denominations and to the representatives of local organisations and civic authori-
ties. Bishops and Archdeacons, active or retired, were booked months in advance to 
preach. Those who did the flowers started to plan their schemes and fete stall hold-
ers began to collect together their goods for sale. 

 In addition to the special services, events included the Summer Fair and the 
annual tea-party in the vicarage gardens - does anyone else remember the jardi-
nière which was used to collect donations? I think it might currently reside in the 
ringing chamber, as Stanley had nowhere to put in his new home when he retired. 
Each year there was a wonderful evening in the vicarage garden when we enjoyed 
music and poetry performed by the Marsare Chorale - and superb refreshments 
provided by Marie’s “ladies” in the interval. As we are still producing the Link online 
and have more space we are including some photographs of those days - which 
seem so far off now. 

However, 6th August is also a day of more sobering memories. It is one of 
the days when we try to make sure that the chandelier in the Memorial Chapel is lit 
as we remember Lt Christopher Moor, in whose memory it was given. He “passed 
into light”, as the inscription reads, on 6th August 1915 when he was shot to pieces 
on the Turkish ramparts in Gallipoli.  

As it is lit this year and we remember all those who have died in the cause of free-
dom and justice, we should also not lose sight of that date as the anniversary of one 
of the most horrific and terrifying events in our own times - for me and my contem-
poraries, our lifetimes - the dropping of the first atomic bomb on Hiroshima on 6th 
August 1945. As an impressionable teenager, I remember the day after that event, 
when we read about it in the newspapers and heard about it on the radio.  



We did not understand then just how it would colour our lives for so many 
years ahead. It is not for me to speak of the rights and wrongs of such an event - I 
do know that at the time, there was little condemnation. News of the atrocities 
being perpetrated in Japanese POW camps were leaking out. Thousands of men 
were struggling to fight in jungles and on remote islands against an enemy who did 
not believe in surrender.  

As we approach this wonderful Feast Day this year, on that 75th anniver-
sary (another was dropped a few days later on Nagasaki) may we spare a thought 
for all who suffered and continue to suffer as a result of those events? Let 6th Au-
gust be a day of mixed emotions - somehow that seems particularly appropriate for 
this year when Covid 19 stalks the earth - make it special.     Dawn Crouch 



CHURCH ACTIVITIES  

Bellringers Practice every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm. 

Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring  

Susan 836430 .   

The Westgate Heritage Centre    

OPEN on  the First Saturday of the month 10am to 12 noon at 10.30am TALK     

Refreshments available.  

 

Church Cleaning  9am to 10am on the 1st Friday of the month. 

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church -  Annual Membership Fee only £2 

New members welcome.  Join the  Friends of St Saviour’s church Subscription 

only  £2 per year .  All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the church and 

grounds.  Membership forms at the back of the church or ring  

Christine Attwood Tel 833314 email cattwood2002@yahoo.co.uk 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

ALL  ACTIVITIES ARE SUSPENDED UNTIL  

FURTHER  NOTICE 

 

 St Saviour’s Church has a Hearing Loop System     

 

 

 

 

Large print Hymn Books and Pew Sheets are available.    

Gluten Free wafers are also available please see  Sidespersons or Churchward-

ens                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        



CHURCH SERVICES  

Sunday Services 

8am Said Eucharist  Book of Common Prayer 

10.30am Sung Eucharist 

10.30am  First Sunday of the month FAMILY COMMUNION 

SEE NOTICES FOR SERVICES 

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

1st Westgate Rainbows                   Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm 

8th Westgate Brownies & Guides   Fridays 5.30 to 7pm 

Brownies for ages 7 to 10 years  Guides for 10 to 16 years 

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER 

NOTICE                                                                                                                                                                                                       






