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St Saviour’s Church, Westgate

PANTRY IIN THIE

PORCE
HELP YOURSELF

Available from the PORCH entrance in
WESTGATE BAY AVENUE

10.30am to 12.30pm
MONDAY TO SATURDAY
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FOOD
== I PANTRY
ONE PERSON AT A TIME IN THE

PORCH.
REMEMBER SOCIAL DISTANCING.




St Saviour’s Church, Westgate

CLOTHES RAIL

IN THE PORCH
BABY CLOTHES
CHILDREN’S

LOTHE

ADULT CLOTHES

PLEASE HELP YOURSELF TO ITEMS
ON THE RAIL & IN THE BOXES




St Saviour’s Church, Westgate

CHURCH IS OPEN FOR SERVICESON A
SUNDAY AT 9am (Holy Communion Prayer Book)
and 10.30am.

SUNDAY SERVICES at 10.30am are
live — streamed from church.

You can join us online by accessing the church
website (www.stsaviourswestgate.org.uk) &
obtaining the link on the Visiting Page shown
below the service information.




Dear friends,

As we look forward to increasing freedom over this month, what are we hoping that
this will bring in church? | hope it’s not just ‘return to normal’ because, over the
past year there has been much opportunity to reflect on how we ‘do church’. As we
move into the summer, the warmer weather is enabling us to hold more events in
the garden and to focus on the garden itself, which will be a new way of ‘being
church’.

Gardens are central to the Christian faith- beginning with the garden of Eden and
remembering Jesus’ agonised prayers in the garden of Gethsemane the night be-
fore his arrest and betrayal and his appearance to Mary Magdala in the garden of
the Resurrection. Gardens are places of sharing in God’s creation and recreation of
life and it is lovely that we have a garden of our own at church to tend and in which
to share each other’s company. We shall be inviting the children to garden on Mon-
day mornings and Saturday afternoons this month- and we are all welcome to join
in by providing friendly encouragement as well as help.

We are beginning the wedding and christening season in June- and how lovely it is
to hear the bells ringing again! We all have a role to play in enabling church to con-
tinue to be here for us all for years to come- whether in washing up after refresh-
ments or helping to move the ‘kit and kaboodle’ outside, chatting and gardening
with the children or keeping the church open during the week, stocking the pantry,
cleaning the church and- most of all- praying for one another.

Over this coming month we will hold our annual meeting; this year we have a va-
cancy for a Church Warden as well as for new faces to serve on the PCC. If you feel
that God may be calling you to serve the church for the coming year in either of
these capacities, please contact me. This is an exciting time for St Saviour’s and we
will all need to play our part to make sure that God’s creative work of growing disci-
ples continues to his glory in this place.

Mother Karen




Christian Aid Week 9 -15 May 2021

Thank you to everyone who took an envelope home with them at the beginning of
this year’s Christian Aid Week. At the time of writing, St Saviour’s has sent £225.58
to Christian Aid.
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WHEN THE CHURCH IS OPEN

PLEASE COME TO CHURCH WRAPPED UP WARM AS THE CHURCH
BOILER HAS FAILED SO HEATING IS LIMITED. A WARM WELCOME
AWAITS.




St Saviour’s Church, Westgate

“I BELONG” CLUB for
children & young people

Come & enjoy crafts, stories, singing, gardening &
playing together from 3-5pm

Re-commences SATURDAY 12" JUNE

Parent &

TODDLER GROUP opens 10.30am to
12noon MONDAY 7™ JUNE for pre-
school children & parents. Have fun in
the garden or inside if wet.



Photo of the Cherry Blossom tree at the West End of St Saviour’s Church taken
by Aidan

Treasurer’s Report

Statement for the month of April 2021

April 2021
Income £4179
Expenses £3941

Surplus £238
Total assets at 1 January 2021 £103340
Total assets at 30 April 2021 £97151

Deficit for year to date........ £6189

G R Neve
Hon Treasurer
Email: neve389@btinternet.com



Glance back over May

While we all huddled indoors, like the buds in our gardens the church has steadily
but surely opened more and more through the cold month of May. After a year of
‘stop-start’ opening, we are quietly confident that we are truly on the way to being
properly open this time.

As we're all aware, so much has changed since last May- not least the weather! A
year of uncertainty has affected the Church, as all areas of society. Now, we’re
learning once more to live together in closer proximity- ‘being church’ as would like
to be.

Projects are underway- extensive research into the best options for replacing the
heating is nearer to a conclusion- the complexities have been very skilfully and
painstakingly investigated by Graham Neve on behalf of the PCC. We had a visit
from the Diocesan Advisory Committee who have assured us that church heating is
always seen as a priority, so we are now just looking for the best quotes from our
chosen provider.

As we hope we’re beginning to enjoy more good weather, we look forward to
events taking place in the garden throughout the summer. There is now a ‘Seed
Box’ to encourage us all- adults and children- to get planting- watch out for notices
on the garden gates!

Mother Karen




FROM THE REGISTERS

For those Baptised

“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”

For those joined in Holy Matrimony

“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”

The Sick

“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”

Phil, Anne and John, Phyll, Doreen, Beryl , Joyce, Vanessa, Maureen, Janice,
Shirley, Tricia, Jo, Michele

The Departed

“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”

We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.

“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them fo us”

World War 2 Roll of Honour
Royston Stringer 8th June 1940 Dennis Pell 13th June 1943
Norman Steers 19th June 1945



Bill and Ben and Weed made by Valerie Lamb

The Trio joined us in church on TRINITY SUNDAY




Annual Meetings

The Annual meeting of Parishioners will take place on Saturday 19" June at
10.30am in Church. This meeting is to elect two Churchwardens. Anyone who lives
in the parish is invited to attend, and also all those on the electoral roll of the
church.

This year, as Christine Attwood has served for more than six years as Churchward-
en, the meeting will be asked to consider voting 'that the six year rule will not apply
in this election for Churchwarden.' so that she can be elected again.

Due to changes in her personal circumstances, Chrissy Joiner has decided not to
stand as Churchwarden for a 4™ year.

This meeting will be followed immediately by the Annual Parochial Church Meeting
(APCM) which is open to all those on the electoral roll. The first item on the agenda
for the APCM is the election of people to serve on the PCC for up to 3 years.

Based on our Church Electoral Roll, we are entitled to 9 PCC members in addition to
the ex officio members (2 churchwardens and Christine A and Christine B, who are
our representatives to Deanery Synod). Graham Neve and Alan Clark were elected
to the PCC for a 3-year term last year and we are delighted that Chrissy is willing to
fill one of the remaining 7 places. Please consider prayerfully whether you can offer
to stand for election.

Nomination forms will be placed at the back of church and anyone interested
should speak to Mother Karen, Christine A or Chrissy for more information.

The rest of the meeting involves hearing about the activities of our church since the
APCM held last September.

Please show your support for the future of St Saviour’s by coming to the meeting

Christine Attwood
PCC Secretary
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It has been a very productive month in the Craft Room! | am really enjoying contin-
uing to use the air-drying clay for crafting. | have been making a selection of
"Artisan-style" crosses from the clay, and decorating them with vintage buttons and
beads. | am fascinated by the various forms of crosses, especially after hearing a
very interesting sermon preached by Father David Chance about three years ago,
on the subject of crosses.

| have also been making some "In Memory doves" for a special service to be held at
our church in July. I am modelling the doves by hand!

Take care, love Valerie.
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Exciting Times !!!!

Our Birthday weekend kicks off with a Birthday Gala on Saturday 24th
July at 12 noon till 3pm. A few differences this year as we are opening
up outside as well as being inside. Most of our normal stalls will be
there but in addition we are inviting people selling arts and crafts to
have a pitch for a small fee. If anyone has any ideas, | would love to
hear from you.

If you fancy having a go at making a coconut shy or bunting, please let
me know. If you can donate prizes towards the raffle or tombola this
would be much appreciated too.

Unfortunately, due to the pandemic there will be no Bric a Brac stall
or book stall.

Refreshments will be served but table service only.

Volunteers will be needed for the day to man stalls or help with the
catering.

Looking forward to making this a success please call Chris on
07980102753
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Service for NHS Hearing Aid users There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at

Westgate Surgery -every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes
and free advice. SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

Donations of food needed for the Storehouse Foodbank, based at Birch-
ington Baptist Church. Please support our local foodbank by sending do-
nations of money to the PCC Treasurer who will forward the money di-
rectly to the Storehouse. Donations also accepted for Oasis and Porch-
light. Please contact the Treasurer at neve389@btinternet.com for de-

tails Donations of food can be left in the Porch at

St Saviour’s Church for Pantry in the Porch.

Thank you.

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations

towards the cost of printing would be appreciated,.

The deadline for the JULY 2021 “The Link” is
SUNDAY 27th JUNE 2021

'If you would like a flower arrangement in church in
memory of a loved one, we can supply this at any
time..Donations from £10.'



Photos sent in by Lesley and Graham

Max ‘s (grandson of Lesley & Graham) favourite pig




News from St Saviour’s Church of England School

As we approach Whitsun, things are, very gradually, starting to get back to normal
at St. Saviour’s. Most importantly, there have been no year group closures due to
Covid 19 so far this term. Children have had a consistent five weeks at school since
the Easter break. | have just ended the mandatory wearing of masks by adults on
the school site at drop-off and collection time. We have re-booked our visiting gui-
tar teacher and already welcomed an external drama teacher into Year 3 and 4.

Teachers are still wearing masks in communal areas of the school. Children in each
year group still play in segregated areas of the playground. Staff from different year
groups do not mix and have separate staffrooms. All meetings are held online, this
has led to a slight sense of dislocation among staff. Children are unable to mix with
siblings or friends in other year groups. Consequently, school feels a little strange.
Many children are still adjusting to being back at school and away from their par-
ents — some have found this separation difficult.

Despite the challenges, anxieties about becoming ill and being admitted to hospital
have begun to fade. Children, families and staff must be feeling a little safer. Chil-
dren have got back into the habits of formal learning and routines have been re-
established.

For the first time in over a year, our senior leadership team and | have been able to
re-focus on learning. This may sound like a ridiculous statement from a headteach-
er but so much of the past year has centred around issues other than learning. En-
suring the safety of children, families and staff has definitely taken centre stage for
me while teachers have carried on with the nuts and bolts of teaching. Learning
has carried on because teachers are amazing but leaders at all schools have been
preoccupied with Covid 19.

The process of re-adjusting to normality may take some time but the reward is see-
ing children settle into learning again. | have taught some lessons for the first time
in a while, spending time with children as they learn has been blessed relief from
interfacing with Public Health England. New displays of children’s work are going
up around school. We are starting to plan sports days and leavers ceremonies —
returning to these routine tasks feels like a release!

Nick Bonell, Headteacher



Preparation foir the Plant Sale

When will we get our garden back?

Plants on the walls




Temporary frames to protect the tender plants

Plantsin the greenhouse

Trays of plants across the swing

More tables of plants
frame



More plants ......

Less garden

Plants across the climbing frame

The garden now looks very empty—with many empty tables and frames to be
put away for another year, the grass now needs cutting and our plants need to
be planted. The conservatory is no longer full of plants but it is all worthwhile to
know the pleasure that people get from seeing the plants thriving, growing and

flowering in their gardens.

The Plant Sale took place with orders being placed and either collected or deliv-
ered due to the Covid situation. THANK YOU to all who supported and to date
the total raised is £750 . The actual total will appear in next months “Link”.

Graham and Valda




From the Parochial Church Council Minutes (PCC).........

Meeting 19/04/21 (virtual meeting)
Minutes approved 23/05/21 (socially distanced meeting)

Worship and mission. Community room extension. All agreed to a meeting with
interested parties and our architect in June 2021. Pantry in the porch. The PCC
were disappointed that the whole stock had been taken from the porch during the
time the church was open for private prayer. In future all porch doors would re-
main wide open during the time for private prayer and gates locked at 12.30 in-
stead of 3pm. Clothes rail project. Rail to be collected. Authorising laity to adminis-
ter Holy Communion. Again deferred to the next PCC meeting.

Church heating. A summary of the responses to the survey of the congregation and
other users of the church building was provided. Also a report of the meeting held
with the Sales Manager of Solray. A further meeting had been arranged for 27 April
to include a heating surveyor. It was agreed to pay the heating surveyor direct ra-
ther than through a contract with Solray. All PCC members were asked to attend
the meeting with the Diocesan Advisory Committee on 12 May 2021.

Treasurer’s report. Finance. A statement of account for March 2021 was consid-
ered. Attention was drawn to the increasing deficit caused by the Coronavirus pan-
demic and the cost of lightning protection works, the installation of new sound
equipment (speakers) and new cameras for live streaming. The bequest received
from the estate of the Late Thelma Franks be deposited in the Legacy Fund. Roof
repairs. It was hoped that the repairs would be completed in the next few weeks.
Problems with ingress of water in the vestry window, vestry skylight and north aisle
had been resolved. It was agreed to draw the problem of occasional ingress of
snowflakes near the chancel to the attention of our inspecting architect.
Churchwarden’s report. It was reported that the organ had been serviced, new
Perspex screen installed on the hymn book cupboard, and ongoing problems with
vestry locks and defective light bulbs in the south aisle. Quinquennial repairs.
Work outstanding was noted. Work on the east window was the most urgent. Ad-
vice from our inspecting architect to be obtained.

Safeguarding. It was recommended that Disclosure and Barring Service checks
were carried out on those acting as welcomers for private prayer.

Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM). The date for the meeting was fixed for
19 June 2021 at 10.30am in church. The terms of office for several representatives
on the PCC come to an end at the forthcoming APCM.

Fundraising. Suggestions for orchestral concerts in August/September were dis-
cussed.

Correspondence. Details of funding by the Listed Places of Worship Grant scheme
for 2021/22 had been received. A thank you letter from Porchlight had also been
received. Details of an additional copyright licence were not considered necessary
for current purposes.
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Princess Mary, the Princess Royal and Countess of Harewood, was a member of the
British Royal Family. Born on 25th. April. 1897, she was the only daughter of the
future King George V and Queen Mary. She was also an aunt of our present Queen,
being King George VI's sister. In the First World War, she performed charity work in
support of servicemen.

The Princess Mary Gift Fund Box was an embossed brass box that originally con-
tained a variety of items such as tobacco and chocolate. It was intended as a Christ-
mas present to those serving at Christmas in 1914, and it was paid for by a public
fund backed by Princess Mary. The seventeen year old Princess Mary had originally
wanted to pay for a personal gift to each soldier and sailor, out of her own allow-
ance. This idea was not considered practical, and a proposal was made that she
lend her name to a public fund which would raise the necessary monies to provide
the gifts. The young princess took a deep, personal interest in the work of the Fund,
and in a letter released by Buckingham Palace, she explained the purpose of the
Fund. She signed off the letter with, "please, will you help me?"

It was assumed that the eligible recipients would receive an embossed brass box,
one ounce of pipe tobacco, twenty cigarettes, a pipe, a tinder lighter, a Christmas
card and a photo. However, many on the committee felt that other provisions
should be made available to non-smokers. Their gifts in the box would consist of a
khaki writing case containing pencil, paper, envelopes, the Christmas card and pho-
tograph. Nurses at the front in France, were offered the box, a packet of chocolate
and a Christmas card.

However, there was a problem with the supply of the content items, and the com-
mittee solved the problem by hurriedly buying in an assortment of substitute gifts
such as pencil cases, tobacco pouches, shaving brushes, combs, pencils and packets
of postcards.

The fundraising effort proved a great success, and the total eventually subscribed,
"amounted to £162, 591 12s & 5d, most of the money coming from ordinary people
from all parts of the United Kingdom. The funding provided the manufacturing of
small boxes made of silver for officers and brass for all other ranks. Each tin was
decorated by an image of Princess Mary, and other military and imperial symbols.
The boxes were intended for everybody "wearing the King's uniform on Christmas
Day 1914" . Around 400,00 were delivered by Christmas, but the full distribution
was not completed until 1920, by which time, approximately 2.5 million boxes had
been delivered.

A Princess Mary Gift Box was a treasured possession of many veteran soldiers of the
First World War, even when the original contents had long been used!



The boxes were air-tight, and many men used them as a container for money, to-
bacco, papers and photographs. Some men did not touch the gifts in their boxes,
but carefully repacked the gifts and sent them home to their wives and families.

Key to photographs:

. Original Gift Box.

. Replica Gift Box.

. Princess Mary as a young girl.

. Princess Mary and her mother, Queen Mary during the First World War.
. Ayoung Princess Mary.

. Contents of a Princess Mary Gift Box.

. Christmas card.

. Writing paper.
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With love Valerie.
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Annual
Banns
Baptism
Baptist
Barnabas
Birthday
Christi
Corpus
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Day
Fathers
John
June
Meeting
Parishioners
Paul

Peter

Queen
Solstice
Strawberry
Summer
Trinity
Wedding
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The 1st Westgate Rainbows have been chosen as one of the Coop Local
Community Fund Groups until October 2021.
We would be grateful for anyone with a Coop card to select us as their cause.

THANK YOU.



Installation of a Seed Swap Box at the

St Mildred’s Road entrance of the
Church

Kindly donated by The Isle of Thanet
Sunrise Rotary Club

The seed box is for use by the com-

munity to donate and swap seeds.

Come in and see what is available

to swap, sow and grow.



"MARY OF EXETER- (A PIGEON) AWARDED THE DICKIN MEDAL"
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Mary of Exeter was a carrier pigeon who flew many military missions with the Na-
tional Pigeon Service, during the Second World War. She transported top secret
messages across the English Channel, before flying back to her loft in Exeter. Mary
was owned by Charlie Brewer, a boot maker from Exeter, who had become an intel-
ligence agent during the war.

Mary completed many missions, but unfortunately, did not escape injury. She was
wounded by enemy attacks on three occasions, but remained undaunted. Her
stitches on these attacks amounted to 22: Her first enemy attack came in the form
of an attack by hawks (birds of prey), at Pas-de-Calais. The Germans stationed there
kept hawks, but Mary managed to return home with wounds to her neck and chest.
She recovered from her ordeal, and was put back in service two months later.

Her second enemy attack came in the form of a shooting. Mary returned across the
English Channel with the tip of one of her wings shot off, and three pellets inside
her body. She recovered, passed flight tests, and was returned to service with a
shortened wing.

The last enemy attack, which was her final trip, saw Mary's neck muscles being
damaged by shrapnel. Her owner made her a leather collar to hold her head up,
and he took her out of service.

On her own home territory, Mary survived a Luftwaffe raid in 1942 in Exeter, when
her pigeon loft was damaged, killing many pigeons housed there. Mary, however,
survived.

Mary was awarded the Dickin Medal in November 1945 for showing endurance on
war service despite her many injuries. Mary died in 1950, and is buried in the PDSA
Animal Cemetery, llford, Essex. What a brave and determined pigeon Mary was!

MARY OF EXETER
From 1922-1985 this building AL DIGRIN, MEDAL
was the home and workshop of | FOR OUTSTANDING WAR SERVICE @
CECIL “CHARLIE” BREWER 1940 - 1945

1895-1985
bootmaker and pigeon breeder
From his loft at these premises
his pigeon MARY OF EXETER carried
top secret messages in World War2,
winning the Dickin Medal for
animal gallantry
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By Valerie



STOP PRESS

A new book from the Westgate on Sea Heritage Centre on the History of Westgate
on Sea Railway Station is now available. It is available to purchase from the Town
Council Office and the Westgate Heritage Centre Office in the Town Hall Building,
for collection or can be posted out by arrangement. The address is -

Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Centre
Office 2, Town Hall Buildings St Mildred’s Road,

Westgate-on-Sea

Availability may be from other venues at a later date - watch the noticeboard!

COST £ 7.50 per book. POSTAGE & PACKAGING £ 1. 50 per book if required.

WESTGATE-ON-SEA

The History of
WESTGATE-ON-SEA
RAarLwaAy STATION

Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Centre



SUPPORT?

Not sure where to go for help?
If we can't help, we know who can!

Some of the things we can help with:

¢ Employment support
Find new activities and social groups
Financial worries
Mental wellbeing
Sourcing opportunities
And more!

This is a free service for anyone over 50 in Thanet

Get in touch with Harriet to see how we can help.
Call 07704009874, or email h.morgan@sekgroup.org.uk

Social Va
EK Enterprise ‘03 COMMUNITY
Kent FUND




CHURCH ACTIVITIES

Bellringers Practice every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.

Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring
Susan 836430 .

The Westgate Heritage Centre

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2

New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church Subscription
only £2 per year. All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the church and
grounds. Membership forms at the back of the church or ring

Christine Attwood Tel 833314 email cattwood2002@yahoo.co.uk

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
ALL ACTIVITIES ARE SUSPENDED UNTIL

FURTHER NOTICE

St Saviour’s Church has a Hearing Loop System

’3’

"

Large print Hymn Books and Pew Sheets are available.

Gluten Free wafers are also available please see

Sidespersons or Churchwardens



CHURCH SERVICES

Sunday Services

9am Holy Communion Prayer Book

10.30am Sung Eucharist
SEE NOTICES FOR SERVICES

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
st Westgate Rainbows Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies & Guides Fridays 5.30 to 7pm
Brownies for ages 7 to 10 years Guides for 10 to 16 years

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.

ofe
scouts

JOIN THE
ADVENTURE....

Come along and try 1st Westgate-On-Sea

Scout Group for Boys and Girls

m The Billabong,

St. Crispins Road
Westgate-On-Sea CT8 8EB

m Beavers: Tuesday 5:15pm—6:30pm
Cubs: Tuesday 6:45pm—8:15pm
Scouts: Thursday 7:00pm—9:00pm

m Beavers: 5 3/4—8 years
Cubs: 8—10 1/2 years
Scouts: 10 1/2— 14 years

@ 1st Westgate-On-Sea Scout Group

Email: 1stwestgatescoutgroup@gmail.com

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE




Caring for an elderly relative or neighbour?
Do you need a break... or do they?
Respite care for the elderly available at...

Yoakley House
Drapers Close, Margate
Kent CT9 4AH

For details or to arrange a visit:

Te: 01843 223652

Email: admin@yoakleycare.co.uk

www.yoakleycare.co.uk




