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Dear friends, 

Opportunities for being outside and enjoying the fresh air and sunshine have 

seemed even more precious this year, after many of the Covid restrictions were 

lifted in time for the summer. For a brief while, many of us have been able to feel 

less defensive and begun to relax. Now, however, with autumn around the corner 

and numbers rising alarmingly, we’re facing once again the prospect of caution and 

anxiety as a way of life as we head into the colder and darker seasons. 

One important way we can meet this is together: aware that, while we’re all differ-

ent many of the difficulties we’re facing are essentially the same. We hope to con-

tinue keeping church open with people coming to services, as well as dropping in to 

pray and reflect during the week and- thanks to very many kind donations of food 

and clothes- finding what they may need in our porch. 

Children will return to our monthly ‘I Belong’ club on Saturday afternoons (2-

3.30pm) and we hope, for the first time in 18 months, to be able to welcome the 

school back for Harvest celebrations following our Harvest Festival on the last 

weekend of September. Meanwhile, we continue to welcome families to our Tod-

dler Group and for baptism. We are looking forward to two afternoon concerts: The 

Lark Ascending on Sunday 5th and David Ruddock’s piano recital on Saturday 25th. 

Church, then, goes on, despite a global pandemic because the Life that Christ lives 

in us is undefeated by disaster, doubt, despair and death. We are confident be-

cause we draw our strength from the Prince of Life whose Spirit enables us to live 

fully and faithfully through the uncertainties of this present age and into the glory 

and joy ahead. 

                                            Mother Karen 

 





THE FRIENDS OF KENT CHURCHES RIDE AND STRIDE is due to take place  

SATURDAY 11th SEPTEMBER from 10am to 6pm. Anyone interested in riding or 

striding for sponsorship please see Valda for details.  Half of the sponsorship 

money is returned to the church of your choice. 

We are hoping to have the Church open for this so would be pleased for  

welcomers to be in Church to meet and greet.   THANK YOU 

Valda & Graham will be striding and would welcome sponsors. 

Treasurer’s Report  

Statement for the month of July 2021 

July 2021 
Income          £17465 
Expenses         £5575 
Surplus           £11890  
 
This is an extraordinary surplus which has arisen because of the payment by our 
insurers for roof repairs £9651 (actual cost £9901).  Also funds raised from the 
Birthday Gala (£899) and donations.  This had had the effect of reducing the deficit 
£17282 last month to the lowest level since February this year. 
 
Total assets at 1 January 2021       £103340 
Total assets at   31 July 2021              £97948 
 
Deficit for year to date……..£5392 
 
  G R Neve 
Hon Treasurer 
Email:  neve389@btinternet.com 





                Glance back over August 

Westgate in August has been busy with visitors and the church has brimmed with 

life beautiful flowers, weddings, art and craft have brightened our summer. We’ve 

been able to open the great West doors, despite the persistent winds and share 

refreshments in the garden on most Sunday and Monday mornings (while the chil-

dren have played, dug and planted) and it’s been wonderful to hear again the full 

peal of bells from the tower. 

The summer has all but gone, but we’re left with many happy memories! 

                                              Mother Karen 

There will be a Memorial/ Thanksgiving Service for Dr Dawn Crouch 
to be held on Saturday 4th September at 1pm in  
St Saviour’s Church. 
 

MY VERY GRATEFUL THANKS TO YOU ALL- 

Dear friends,  

                      I would like to take this opportunity to express my deepest thanks for 
all of the messages, prayers, cards and kindness, that I have received on the passing 
of my dear mother, Sheila. It has been such a wonderful support to myself and  

Brian. I was also very grateful to receive news from St. Saviour's during my stay here 
with my mother.  

God bless to you all, and looking forward to returning.  

Love Valerie.  

 
Photo of Valerie and her dear 

Mum 

Taken in the summer of 1959 





ROMANTIC OR SINISTER?  
DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES ON VAUGHAN WILLIAMS’ “THE LARK ASCENDING” 
 
“The Lark Ascending”, by Ralph Vaughan Williams, has been voted the UK’s fa-
vourite piece of classical music. But this piece is overshadowed by impending war, 
and was written in Margate as the British Navy prepared for battle.  On 5th Sep-
tember the original score for violin and piano will be performed by Jack Liebeck 
(violin) and Daniel Grimwood (piano) in St Saviour’s Church in Westgate on Sea. 
The programme also includes the Violin Sonata by Cesar Franck, which Jack will be 
performing at the Leeds Festival. 
 
Ralph Vaughan Williams, was born in a Gloucester village on 2nd October 1872, the 
third child of the local vicar. Next year will be the 150th anniversary of this man who 
did so much to record English folk music and revive an interest in mediaeval English 
music.  
 
In various polls to vote for the UK’s favourite piece of classical music, his composi-
tion  “The Lark Ascending” has been at number one, most recently with over 
200,000 votes in the Classic FM Hall of Fame. Seen as an idyllic sound-picture of 
beautiful natural surroundings and the sweetness of birdsong, based on a poem by 
George Meredith, this extended single-movement violin piece clearly has a special 
place in the public affection, along with another of Vaughan Williams’ single-
movement works “Variations on a theme of Thomas Tallis”, another romantic piece 
based on mediaeval English themes. 
 
But the beginnings of this composition throw a very different perspective on it, since 
it was born under the shadow of war.  
 
We can trace the beginnings of “The Lark Ascending” to 1914, and we know that he 
spent a week’s holiday in Margate that year, during which he worked on the compo-
sition. As he looked out into the Channel he would have seen the Navy ships in exer-
cises preparing for the war that was to follow. During the war, he was a stretcher-
bearer carrying the wounded from the front. After the war he produced – on the 
basis of the score for violin and piano - an orchestrated version which is the one we 
know today; it was given its first performance in 1920. 
 

The score for violin and piano is rarely heard these days, but on  
5th September at 3pm it will be performed in St Saviours Church,  
Westgate on Sea, by Jack Liebeck (violin) and Daniel Grimwood 
(piano).                                                                                                                                             









Flower Arrangements made at  the last Flower Arranging group meeting 



  FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

For those Baptised 

“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”  

 

For those joined in Holy Matrimony 

“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they 

may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to 

each other” 

Saturday 7th August     Brooke and James 

Saturday 21st August    Toni-May and Brook      

 

The Sick 

“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit” 

Anne and John,  Phyll,  Doreen , Beryl , Joyce, Vanessa, Janice, Michele, Stuart, 

Suki, Gordon, Gill, Jean, Jade, Chris & Melody 

 

The Departed 

“Lord now lettest thou thy servant  depart in peace, according to thy word” 

We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their 

families and friends  

Sheila 

 

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time. 

“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for 

giving them to us”   

 

 

World War 2 Roll of Honour  

13th September 1944     Robert Terry                                                                                                                               

 





TODDLER GROUP News 

Toddler Group has run throughout the Summer due to demand and has regular 

Parents and Grandparents bringing along toddlers.  There are also new faces com-

ing along each week.  The garden has been a lovely play area for the children and 

the weather has been kind to us!  - the sandpit and planting seeds in the garden has 

been very popular.  Needless to say the children love using the watering cans to 

water the garden! 

There is  a very friendly group of helpers who get  things ready and also  sort out 

refreshments, music—nursery rhymes on the CD player and also  help putting 

things away at the end of a session.  Meetings always finish with  singing , playing 

of musical instruments and doing actions to the songs around the clavinova.  This is 

very popular with everyone– children and adults joining in. 

A donation of toys was gratefully received and the children loved exploring  the 

new toys and playing with them—Thank you. 



St Saviour’s Church Heating Project (update 2 ) 

In the last article (May magazine), we were awaiting a visit from members 
of the DAC, Archdeacon Jo Kelly-Moore and our architect due to take place 
on 12 May.  We put forward our proposals for heating the side aisles, nave 
and chancel at this meeting advising that we were considering one of two 
companies.  One provided heaters similar to those already installed 
(Herschell) and the other panel heaters set in the roof space (Solray).  Arch-
deacon Jo, together with Edmund Harris (Care of Churches Officer) for the 
diocese, considered that heaters placed at high level in the nave were intru-
sive.  Equally, heaters on the chancel walls were inappropriate.  Our archi-
tect suggested that heating panels could be sited within the side aisle roof 
space and heating in the chancel provided by under pew heaters and 
skirting heaters in the sanctuary.  The revised particulars were conveyed to 
the heating firms which effectively narrowed our option to the one compa-
ny providing heating panels (Solray).  However, they were unable to provide 
the alternative heating for the chancel/sanctuary.  This is now being ex-
plored with a couple of other heating companies.  Initial discussions suggest 
it may cost around £5000 for the chancel/sanctuary.   
 
On 23 August 2021, the PCC met to decide whether to accept the quotation 
for the supply and fit of 24 heaters (12 each side) in the roof space of the 
side aisles.  Six heaters will serve the side aisle from the chancel to the west 
wall and a further six heaters in a higher row will serve the nave, again from 
the chancel to the west wall.  Cost in round figures is £36000 which was ap-
proved by the PCC, and Solray asked to proceed with creating drawings and 
specifications for the work.  We also have to engage a firm of electricians to 
provide the wiring from the mains to the heaters.  Estimates are currently 
being sought from a couple of electrical companies. 
 
Once all the necessary documents have been provided, an application for a 
Faculty will be forwarded to the Diocese for the heating of the nave and 
side aisles.  Provided the application is approved, there follows a period of 
one month during which a public notice of the proposed works has to be 
displayed.  When the period of notice is completed the Faculty may be 
granted and works can then proceed.  The PCC remain hopeful that works 
will be completed before the end of the year.  The heating of the chancel/
sanctuary may be the subject of a separate faculty application. 



Picture giving a rough idea of where heaters will be positioned (detailed 

plans have yet to be drafted).  The lower run will be continuous and is de-

signed to heat objects (people) in the side aisle.  There will be six heaters in 

a second row (not all shown) positioned in the roof space to provide heat 

projected through the gap between the stone pillars to the nave area.  Again 

designed to heat objects (people).  The heaters will be, as far as is possible, 

colour matched to the rafters. 



Cream Tea 

The local World Day of Prayer Committee is holding a cream tea at 2.30pm for 
3.00pm on Wednesday 29th September at New Life Family Church 8 Church Street, 
Margate CT9 1ST followed by a presentation and prayer for Vanuatu. Admission 
free but donations to the World Day Of Prayer encouraged, as the annual service 
could not be held in March due to lockdown. 

 

Please ring Thanet 221259 in advance to book your place 

 

--------------------------------- 

 

Important News from the Friends of St Saviour’s Church 

 

It’s not to late to join for 2021. Subscriptions continue at £2 per person for this year 
and the majority of our members kindly add a donation.  

Our annual general meeting got cancelled twice last year due to the lockdowns and 
we are very much hoping that the AGM on Saturday 30th October at 10.30am in 
church can go ahead. Refreshments will be available from 10am together with a 
raffle in aid of The Friends. 

This AGM is extra important, as not everyone retiring by rota is willing to stand 
again. We need to elect 3 officers (chair, secretary and treasurer) and 4 committee 
members.  

We are particularly looking for a chairperson (position vacant since January 2020) 
and a secretary as I am standing down after 8 years. 

Please give prayerful thought as to whether you could serve on the Committee and 
help raise funds towards maintaining our beautiful church building and grounds.  

Let me know if you would like any further information 

 

Christine Attwood 

A Trustee and current Secretary of The Friends 

 

 



Service for NHS Hearing Aid users There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at 

Westgate Surgery -every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes 

and free advice.  SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

Donations of food needed for the Storehouse Foodbank, based at Birch-
ington Baptist Church.  Please support our local foodbank by sending do-
nations of money to the PCC Treasurer  who will forward the money di-
rectly to the Storehouse.   Donations also accepted for Oasis and Porch-
light.   Please contact the Treasurer at neve389@btinternet.com for de-

tails    Donations of food can be left in the Porch at   

St Saviour’s Church for Pantry in the Porch.                      

Thank you.                                                                                                                            

 

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations 

towards the cost of printing would be appreciated,.   

The deadline for the  OCTOBER 2021 “The Link” is   

SUNDAY  26th SEPTEMBER 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
'If you would like a flower arrangement in church in 
memory of a loved one, we can supply this at any 
time..Donations from £10.' 



Photos of a late August afternoon at Minnis Bay 



Bells from your Verger 

For anyone who missed Mother Karen’s introduction recently at Sunday Service, I 

am Steve the new Verger at St Saviour’s. On Sunday’s you’ll find me sitting next to 

Aidan helping with the weekly Livestream Service and operating the CD player for 

our hymns. 

I would like to say thank you to everyone who has welcomed me to St Saviour’s and 

to those who have offered me guidance and support in my new role as Verger. I will 

be working with Stuart who has been your Verger for many years and has lots of 

knowledge on the subject and has been an excellent mentor to me. 

I started school at Holy Trinity School in Margate, (opposite the Winter Gardens in 

Trinity Square - now a housing development) but after a year mum and dad heard 

of a new school being built and once open, I was transferred to the Cliftonville Pri-

mary School in Northumberland Ave. From there I was accepted at Hartsdown Sec-

ondary School and I was in the first group of pupils to be offered the opportunity to 

join their “new” Sixth Form as before then, you were expected to leave school for 

employment. 

After failing my Geography O’level 3 times, I left school with a few qualifications in 

the subjects I had enjoyed and joined BT (this was at the time when the Busby TV 

adverts were popular, narrated by Bernard Cribbins). 35 years later, I’m still there 

and these days I’m responsible for planning new corporate fibre optics in East An-

glia. 

After about 10 years digging spuds at my allotment in Lymington Road, I decided to 

hang up my spade and for 6 months I was looking for something to do. Having re-

ceived copies of The Link, I wandered along to St Saviour’s bell tower one Thursday 

evening and asked Dorothe and Stuart if I could have a go at ringing. 

Bell Ringing is an excellent hobby from ages 6 to 90 (yes ninety!) and it gets both 

the mind and body moving. My lower back pain caused by digging and weeding at 

my allotment was certainly eased once I began to ring each week. However trying 

to get mind, body and soul relaxed and working in unison whilst holding a rope with 

a very large bell just above your head is an art I think I should have started much 

earlier in life. On occasions my performance is below par and something you hope 

the nearby neighbours of St Saviour’s are not listening to. Our bell ringing band are 

a friendly group and always supportive, even when I crunch my bell with another.  



If you would like to give it a try, please pop in to one of our Thursday night practic-

es. 

I had no comprehension of what a global pandemic was (don’t forget I didn’t 

achieve a Geography O’level) or indeed how it would affect my work, or my son 

staying at university or my wife’s simple train ride to work in Broadstairs, which was 

now anything but simple! However a blessing in disguise was I had time on my 

hands and when I contacted Church Warden Christine, before I knew it, I was the 

new Saturday Morning Helper.     

So from occasional attendee, to Bell Ringer, to St Saviour’s Shepherd to Verger, I 

have been helped and supported by you all - Thank you. 

I’ll finish now with two quick points. I am a member of The Church of England Guild 

of Vergers and they offer a diploma course which I have asked about and details on 

how to enrol. It will be approximately 4 years to complete and I’ll need lots of help 

from you all with my homework! 

And finally, if you hear me call out “Look to, trebles going…trebles gone” you will 

know I’m ringing the bells at St Saviour’s and I’ll apologise in advance for my perfor-

mance; the minds willing…the bodies willing…but we have yet to master the skill of 

mind and body agreeing in which direction we are both going to travel. 

Best wishes to you all. 

Steve      

 

 
Steve in his Hartsdown School 

uniform 
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The 1st Westgate Rainbows have been chosen as one of the Coop Local  

Community Fund Groups until October 2021. 

We would be grateful for anyone with a Coop card to select us as their cause. 

THANK YOU. 

 



News from St Saviour’s Church of England School 
A Governor’s perspective 
Once again the lockdowns brought about by the pandemic has impacted the pro-
gress of our pupils over the past year.  The return to school last September was met 
with some concerns, but these were largely unfounded since the children were 
simply happy to be meeting up with friends once again.   
 
A priority was to establish the gaps in knowledge of every pupil and to plan the 
strategies needed to be in place.  This is an area in which staff excel and interven-
tions were very quickly arranged.  It was frustrating that a further lockdown in De-
cember should be imposed just at the time when effects of the learning strategies 
were beginning to show in the progress of pupils.  When the school reopened in 
March, there was some re-evaluation of pupil needs.  As there were no SATS again 
this year there was little meaningful data to be provided to the governors, but the 
assessment of pupil progress towards the end of the academic year showed some 
giant strides in recovering the lost months of teaching.  One of the unseen knock on 
effects of the lockdowns, is the need for our school to teach the year 1 and 2 curric-
ulum missed by children whilst attending infant school.  Much work and training 
was undertaken by year 3 staff to recover the position with considerable progress 
being made.  It is a credit to all staff at St Saviours School, and one which the gover-
nors are proud of, that their dedication to teaching, long hours and hard work ena-
bles our children to learn so successfully.  The summer break is a needed and well 
deserved period in which to recharge batteries, but not forgetting that preparation 
for the new term has to be completed during this time.  It is far from being a long 
holiday! 
 
Throughout the past year governors have not been able to visit the school and 
meetings with Mr Bonell and other members of staff have taken place virtually.  It 
was therefore a delight to attend the year 6 graduation at the school.  The weather 
was sunny and warm with many parents present.  Every child was presented with a 
scroll, a class photograph and a bookmark donated by St Saviour’s Church.  Plus the 
mandatory photo with Mr Bonell for the parent album.  It is hoped that this event 
can be held once again in St Saviour’s Church next year. 
 
Everyone involved in St Saviour’s School, including governors, look forward to the 
return to a school not constrained by areas set aside for year groups in September, 
and school life can revert to usual routines.  It is a sincere hope that the need for 
lockdowns is past and our children can again enjoy the freedom of an outstanding 
learning environment. 
 
Graham Neve,    Chair of Governors 
 









Christmas Fair 2021  

Please forgive me for mentioning Christmas so early, but if we want the fair to be a 

success, we need to start planning. A few ideas have started to form in my head, 

but I’m always eager to hear suggestions.   

The proposed date is Saturday 11th December and will run from 12 til 3pm.  

So, volunteers are needed to make a “Santa’s Grotto”, I think it will look best in the 

creche area at the back of the church. Then of course we need a Santa, and perhaps 

a few elves to help things run smoothly.   

Children’s crafts stall, somewhere the children can sit and write a letter to the main 

man, have a post box, so they can post their letter, then make a Christmas tree dec-

oration to take home.    

The normal tombola stall will be running so donations would be greatly received.  

The raffle will be slightly different this time but I’m looking into this now.  I’ve asked 

someone to do face painting again as this is always a success. A produce stall, an-

other great stall, please if you can bake something, that we can sell on this stall 

please let me know, people flock for homemade goodies especially at Christmas 

time.   

Pam will oversee the catering again and nearer the time we will be asking for help.   

Well that’s enough for now and I hope we make this fair a huge success and anoth-

er great family day.   

Chris x   



STOP PRESS 

A  new book from the Westgate on Sea Heritage Centre on the History of Westgate 

on Sea Railway Station is now available.   It is available to purchase from the Town 

Council Office  and the Westgate Heritage Centre Office in the Town Hall Building, 

for collection or can be posted out by arrangement.  The address is - 

Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Centre 

Office 2, Town Hall Buildings    St Mildred’s Road, 

Westgate-on-Sea  

 

Availability may be from other venues at a later date -  watch the noticeboard! 

COST   £ 7.50  per book .     POSTAGE & PACKAGING £ 1. 50  per book if required. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHURCH ACTIVITIES  

 

Bellringers Practice every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm. 

 

Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring  

Susan 836430 .   

 

The Westgate Heritage Centre    

 

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church -  Annual Membership Fee only £2 

New members welcome.  Join the  Friends of St Saviour’s church Subscription 

only  £2 per year .  All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the church and 

grounds.  Membership forms at the back of the church or ring  

Christine Attwood Tel 833314 email cattwood2002@yahoo.co.uk  

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

 St Saviour’s Church has a Hearing Loop System     

Large print Hymn Books and Pew Sheets are available.    

Gluten Free wafers are also available please see   

Sidespersons or Churchwardens    

To all my friends at st saviours church Westgate on sea I hope you are all keeping 
well down there safe and not catching the covid 19. I would like to say how great it 
has been all your prayers has been answer while I am living in Ireland which Susan 
wing told you in the last link which was out and I know you have hymns for the ser-
vices on Sundays mornings if you do get the chance can you the hymn How great 
our Art and could you do that for the communion Hymn for me please  because the 
reason is  I am very nervous about going to the new college in September that 
would be lovely if you could and keep my name in your prayers and last of all I 
would like to take this opportunity to say a massive big to Susan wing and Joy and 
Christine attwood for all their kindness when I used to be in the church before 
thank you so much much   Keep safe and look after yourself Best wishes from David 
st saviours friend before  



CHURCH SERVICES  

Sunday Services 

9am Holy Communion Prayer Book on the last Sunday of each month. 

10.30am Sung Eucharist 

 

SEE NOTICES FOR SERVICES 

 
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

1st Westgate Rainbows                   Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm 

8th Westgate Brownies & Guides   Fridays 5.30 to 7pm 

Brownies for ages 7 to 10 years  Guides for 10 to 16 years 

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




