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Dear friends, 

‘Remember- remember’ is the theme for November each year from the Festivals of 

All Saints and All Souls, Bonfire Night and onto the annual Festival of Remembrance. 

This November, we might also find ourselves looking back to last year’s lockdown 

and reflecting gratefully that we are now out and about, visiting friends and family, 

creating new memories and sharing precious time together. 

As the nation falls silent once again to mark the 11th day of the 11th month, we are 

inspired and challenged by stories of lives which have become part of our collective 

memory. This is hugely significant because, as Winston Churchill famously re-

marked, “those who refuse to learn the lessons of history are doomed to repeat it”. 

In our age of increasing individualism, we do well to mark the passing of time by 

recalling and reflecting on lives which have made a lasting impact on our own and 

which continue to shape our identity and culture.  

 

However, we ourselves will always have a part to play in the story of our communi-

ty’s life and each of us will be able to find some opportunity, whether by encourag-

ing and supporting others or through active engagement, to help create a happy 

and sustainable future for everyone, especially the most vulnerable in our commu-

nity.  

Times and seasons change but human nature remains constant. We need one an-

other to live fully and to flourish. The Christian gospel teaches us that we belong 

together, like limbs and organs of a single body. When we recognise this, remem-

bering and celebrating our inter-connectedness, we can find true fulfilment and, in 

the beautiful old words of the Prayer Book, ‘the peace which passes understanding’. 

May God bless you and your loved ones throughout this season of Remembrance 

and beyond. 

Mother Karen 



ALL SAINTS AND ALL SOULS SERVICE at ST SAVIOUR’S CHURCH 2021 

 



  FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

For those Baptised 

“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”  

Wednesday 6th October   Melissa 

Sunday  24th October    Melody, Jade, and Gen 

 

For those joined in Holy Matrimony 

“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they 

may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to 

each other”   

 

The Sick 

“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit” 

Anne and John,  Phyll,  Doreen , Beryl , Joyce, Vanessa, Janice, Michele, Stuart,  

Gordon, Gill, Jean,  Ann, Terry, Derrick,  Peter, Tina, Patricia 

 

The Departed 

“Lord now lettest thou thy servant  depart in peace, according to thy word” 

We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their 

families and friends  

 

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time. 

“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for 

giving them to us”   

Patricia,   Dawn 

 

World War 2 Roll of Honour  

Robert Duff  7th November 1944,   Geoffrey Maxton  11th November 1942, 

George Lynas  13th November 1944,    Ernest Hole  14th November 1943                                                         

 





Christmas Fair 2021  

Please forgive me for mentioning Christmas so early, but if we want the fair to be a 

success, we need to start planning. A few ideas have started to form in my head, 

but I’m always eager to hear suggestions.   

The proposed date is Saturday 11th December and will run from 12 til 3pm.  

So, volunteers are needed to make a “Santa’s Grotto”, I think it will look best in the 

creche area at the back of the church. Then of course we need a Santa, and perhaps 

a few elves to help things run smoothly.   

Children’s crafts stall, somewhere the children can sit and write a letter to the main 

man, have a post box, so they can post their letter, then make a Christmas tree dec-

oration to take home.    

The normal tombola stall will be running so donations would be greatly received.  

The raffle will be slightly different this time but I’m looking into this now.  I’ve asked 

someone to do face painting again as this is always a success. A produce stall, an-

other great stall, please if you can bake something, that we can sell on this stall 

please let me know, people flock for homemade goodies especially at Christmas 

time.   

Pam will oversee the catering again and nearer the time we will be asking for help.   

Well that’s enough for now and I hope we make this fair a huge success and anoth-

er great family day.   

Chris x   



                                  
 
          " ALL CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL!!!  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
On Sunday 3rd October, Mother Karen held her second Pet Blessing Service at St. 
Saviour's, in honour of the Feast of St. Francis of Assissi. The sun was shining as all 
the animals, along with their owners, arrived at the church at 3pm. The service was 
very well attended, with a wide assortment of different pets. There were dogs, a 
young cat called Lion, who was recovering from a serious operation, two guinea 
pigs, and finally a beautiful tortoise whose age was 65 years plus! Everybody partici-
pated in the hymn singing, and listened to readings associated with our St. Francis 
Celebration. Each pet received a blessing from Mother Karen, who also exchanged a 
few words with every owner. The animals were so well-behaved, and they enjoyed 
meeting Mother Karen's dog, Toast too, who was ably assisting her! It was a lovely 
afternoon, and I hope that you enjoy the photos of the event!  
Love Valerie 

 







Treasurer’s Report  

Statement for the month of September 2021 

September 2021 
Income            £4905 
Expenses         £7489 
Deficit              £2584 
 
The deficit within the month is due to the payment of the omitted parish share for 
August (£2576). 
 
Cash donations towards the Pantry in the Porch up to withdrawal (Oct) £188.  It is 
not possible to quantify the value of goods provided by the Community during this 
time, but the benefit has been apparent and greatly appreciated by those in need.  
Thank you to everyone who has helped make this project a success. 
 
Total assets at 1 January 2021              £103340 
Total assets at   30 September 2021       £100802 
 
Deficit for year to date……..£2538 
G R Neve  Hon Treasurer   Email:  neve389@btinternet.com 

                The Holy Family are on their travels 

If you have a child, grandchild or young neighbour who goes to St Saviour’s School, 

you may well find them ‘entertaining’ the Holy Family- Mary, Joseph and the faithful 

donkey for a night as they make their way around the parish of St Saviour’s, West-

gate this December. Every class in the school will have their own Crib figures. ‘The 

Travelling Crib’ is an old Spanish custom called the ‘Posada’, meaning ‘Inn’. 

These miniature Crib figures will be ‘travelling’ and staying in homes around the 

parish, reminding us of the long and difficult journey made by Joseph and Mary and 

also helping us to keep other refugees in our thoughts and prayers this Advent. 

Please do come to the Blessing of the Cribs service (10.30) on Advent Sunday ( 28th 

November) and look out for the Holy Family coming to stay with you- or a family 

near you! 







Church Ground Cutback – October 2021 
 
The annual cutback took place over two Saturday mornings (16th and 23rd ).  The 
weather was kind and pleasant for working.  Many thanks to everyone who helped 
restore the boundary shrubbery to a neat and tidy shape. 
Topbranch attended on 2 November to tackle the large hedge along St Mildred’s 
road and the shrubbery down the South side (cinema side) of the grounds. All clip-
pings were also removed from site. 
Once again the grounds look well cared for and attractive to residents and visitors 
alike. 

  

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS Seasonal messages will appear in 
the December edition of “The Link” . Messages can be sent 
or emailed to Valda no later than SUNDAY 21st NOVEMBER. 
Donations for sending greetings this way to be given to Gra-
ham Neve, Treasurer. ALL DONATIONS ARE FOR CHURCH 
FUNDS.  





Service for NHS Hearing Aid users There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at 

Westgate Surgery -every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes 

and free advice.  SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

Donations of food needed for the Storehouse Foodbank, based at Birch-
ington Baptist Church.  Please support our local foodbank by sending do-
nations of money to the PCC Treasurer  who will forward the money di-
rectly to the Storehouse.   Donations also accepted for Oasis and Porch-
light.   Please contact the Treasurer at neve389@btinternet.com for de-
tails                      Thank you.                                                                                                                   

 

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”,  

donations towards the cost of printing would be appreciated,.   

 

The deadline for the  DECEMBER 2021 “The Link” is   

SUNDAY  21st NOVEMBER 2021 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
'If you would like a flower arrangement in church in 
memory of a loved one, we can supply this at any 
time..Donations from £10.'                                                                                                   



Glance back over October 

October is always a month of transition, taking us from the warmth and sunshine of 

the beginning to the cold and dark evenings of the end of the month as the clocks 

go back. Now, once again we’re needing to be careful in church because of Covid 

infection rates and the joyful days of having the West door open for services and 

the children playing in the garden are fast becoming fading memories! October be-

gan with a celebration of our beloved pets in the St Francis blessing service and 

ended with a joyful celebration of All Saints and a solemn and beautiful commemo-

ration of All Souls- those we have known and loved but see no longer in a lovely 

service led by Rev’d Susan Wing. 

We have been delighted to welcome back Fr David Chance to lead worship on two 

Sundays as he and his wife Andrea returned to their former home and friends in 

Westgate for a holiday. 

Friendly Fridays and the Toddler Group have continued to thrive and a number of 

the Group came to celebrate with mother Jade and daughter Melody from the Tod-

dler Group for their baptism.    Mother Karen 



  Confirmation service in Canterbury Cathedral 

Confirmations don’t happen very often so they are always very special occasions 

but this one may have been even more special for those involved; Andrew Jemmett, 

Melanie Collins and Melissa Stuttle, as they had been preparing for this day for over 

two years! Confirmation preparation needs to be thorough as it’s an opportunity to 

absorb, question and reflect on many aspects of Christian faith, but this was thor-

ough in the extreme! We all enjoyed each and every session, however, and look 

forward to continuing to learn about faith in the new once a month study course 

which is open to everyone in church, starting in the New Year.  

Sunday evening’s service was inclusive, affirming, encouraging and beautiful. Bishop 

Rose spoke to us powerfully about God’s constant presence in our lives even (and 

perhaps especially) when we feel like saying, with Martha at the tomb of her broth-

er Lazarus,” Lord, if only you had been here…” Bishop Rose reminded us that God is 

always with us, however bereft we may feel- the clearest and best message for any 

confirmation candidate- and indeed anyone to hear. At the end of the service each 

candidate received a lighted candle, a Bible and a certificate signed by the Bishop. 

Congratulations, Andy, Melanie and Melissa on your careful and robust preparation 

for this unforgettable day and we look forward to continuing to walk together with 

you into the future on the great adventure of faith.  Mother Karen 





            THREE BRAVE HORSES! 

              Recipients of the PDSA 

                      Dickin Medal  

                              

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The first three equine recipients of the PDSA Dickin Medal were British horses Re-
gal, Olga and Upstart, serving with the Metropolitan Police. They received their 
awards at a ceremony on 11th April. 1947 at Hyde Park, in recognition of the cour-
age they exhibited during the Second World War. This is their story: 

* REGAL 

~~~~~~ 

Regal was a bay gelding with a small white star on his forehead, and socks on his 
hind legs. Together with his handler, PC Hector Poole, Regal served in the North 
London suburb of Muswell Hill. On 19th. April. 1941, during the last month of the 
Blitz, incendiary bombs dropped near the Muswell Hill police stables, which caused 
a fire to erupt. The fire soon spread to the area around Regal's stall. Not panicking, 
Regal was led out of the burning stable without injury. Three years later, on 20th. 
July. 1944, the stable was again damaged when an explosion from a nearby V1 fly-
ing bomb impact, caused the stable to partially collapse and injure Regal with flying 
debris. 

* OLGA 

~~~~~~~ 

Olga was a bay mare with a narrow white front coronet marking. She was used in 
crowd control and rescue operations in South London, near Tooting. On 3rd. July. 
1944, Olga and a replacement rider, PC Thwaites, were patrolling Besley Street 
SW16, near to the railway line, when a bomb exploded 91 metres in front of them. 
The bomb destroyed four houses, killed 4 people, and caused a plate-glass window 
to fall in front of poor Olga. She was very startled, and at first ran a short distance 
away from the blast. PC Thwaites soon calmed Olga down, and guided her back to 
the area where she helped him to divert sightseers away from the scene. 

* UPSTART 

~~~~~~~~~ 

Upstart was a police horse serving in Bethnal Green, in the East End of London dur-
ing the Second World War. Upstart was previously posted near Hyde Park, but was 
relocated when his stable was severely damaged. He was on patrol with his rider  



when a flying bomb exploded just 75 yards from them. Upstart and his rider were 
showered with broken glass, debris and shrapnel, but Upstart didn't bother. He just 
stayed calm and  continued quietly with his job. He and his rider controlled traffic 
etc, until the incident had been dealt with. Police Horse Upstart epitomised cool-
ness under pressure. 

 

I hope that you have enjoyed reading about the bravery of the three horses. All 
three horses are buried at the Metropolitan Police Mounted Training Establish-
ment at Thames Ditton. Their Dickin Medals are proudly on display in the force's 
museum. 

 

The two photos show the three horses in Hyde Park at the medal ceremony, and 
also Besley Street, today. The street has a mixture of old and new houses.  

Love Valerie   





An update from The Friends of St Saviour’s Church, Westgate-on-Sea 

 

Due to the 3 national coronavirus lockdowns, no AGM could be held in 2020 and 
our AGM for 2021 finally took place on 30th October, some 6 months later than usu-
al.  Despite the inclement weather, 17 members attended compared to 23 in 2019, 
with 8 members sending apologies for absence. Several members took the oppor-
tunity to renew for 2021 and we gained 3 first-time members. Ann Clark and Lorna 
Oliver provided light refreshments and Joy Palmer and Sue Bennett ran the raffle 
with prizes donated by members of the Committee and which raised £32. Thank 
you all. 

 

Business at the meeting consisted of the minutes of the 2019 AGM, the trustees’ 
annual reports for both 2019 and 2020, the accounts for those years, various elec-
tions and the appointment of an independent examiner for the current financial 
year. If you are a member of The Friends and would like copies of these documents, 
do let me know.  

 

If you have not yet joined The Friends for the 2021, please contact me. Membership 
is only £2 but the majority of members kindly add a donation. Please note subscrip-
tions will increase to £5 per person with effect from 1st January 2022. This will be 
the first increase since The Friends were formed in 1990!  

 

Election and appointment results:  

The Committee also consists of Ann Clark, Lorna Oliver and Christine Attwood as 
Trustees; Joy Palmer (elected to serve for 3 years in 2019); Steve Short (co-opted 
until 2023 in 2019); and Mother Karen (ex officio as priest in charge). 

 

Christine Attwood 
Trustee                                                                                                                                                    

Chairperson to serve for 1 year – Vacant 

Secretary to serve for 1 year – Vacant 

Treasurer to serve for 1 year - Frances Morris 

Committee Members to serve 
for 3 years 

- Sue Bennett, Christine Bolger, Jill Ford-
ham and Sue Wells 

Independent Examiner - Len Reed 
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The 1st Westgate Rainbows have been chosen as one of the Coop Local  

Community Fund Groups until October 2022. 

We would be grateful for anyone with a Coop card to select us as their cause. 

THANK YOU. 

 



             ‍♀️☕   ✏️ ️ ️ ️ 

 

          FRIENDLY FRIDAY  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

I was so pleased to return to Friendly Friday on the 1st. October. I was greeted very 
warmly by our members, and it was lovely to see everybody again! 

We have been very busy with our art work, and have been making Christmas deco-
rations. Figurines have been formed from air drying clay, in shapes such as 
"gingerbread men", "Christmas trees", and " stars"! We have painted them in bright 
colours, and they would certainly grace any Christmas tree very well! 

The refreshments have been much appreciated, and folk always enjoy "catching up" 
on all the news! 

Once again, my grateful thanks to Joy and Sylvia for their fantastic support in keep-
ing Friendly Friday open each week during my absence. 

Love Valerie xx 

 



News from St Saviour’s Church of England School 

Children and staff at St. Saviour’s have finally reached the end of a mammoth eight-

week term.  My heart went out to Year 6 in particular this week, as the majority of 

the year group were, rather anxiously, awaiting Kent Test results. 

I am very pleased to say we have had a record number of children being assessed as 

suitable for grammar school.  I believe these results are chiefly down to the innate 

ability of the children but credit must also go to the support from families and the 

skill of teachers.  Our Year 6 cohort are a lovely group of children and I am confident 

they will make us proud, whichever school they attend next. 

This is a key point to remember when considering the eleven plus.  The most im-

portant factor governing success at secondary school is not the type of school but 

the work ethic of the child.  Having attended the prize-giving evenings of local high 

schools, I have been impressed by the number of children leaving those non-

selective schools with excellent GCSE / A-level results and going to top-flight univer-

sities.  We are lucky in Thanet to have really well-led and staffed secondary schools.  

The learning of secondary school children is in no way capped by their educational 

setting. 

Children who are selected as ‘suitable for grammar’ should feel proud of their 

achievement but should not rest on their laurels.  For all children transferring to 

secondary school in summer, a vitally important phase of their education is just 

beginning.  One of the most important choices these children will make is that of 

friendship group.  Teenagers tend to work as hard as their friends.  Knowing our 

Year 6 children, I am confident they will choose their friends wisely. 

For children and families feeling disappointed by 11+ results, I would urge them to 

remember that children change hugely between Year 6 and GCSE years.  Some chil-

dren have not matured enough to reach their full potential at primary school.  The 

beauty of teaching in one school for a long time (as I and many of my colleagues 

have done) is that we see children leave us at the age of eleven; we then meet 

them ten or fifteen years later and are amazed at what lovely, intelligent, produc-

tive members of society they have grown into.   I know I am getting truly old as a 

child I taught in Year 6 has returned to St. Saviour’s as a Year 3 parent!  I am official-

ly ancient!           Nick Bonell, Headteacher 

 







A SUMMER MESSAGE FROM WESTGATE-ON-SEA, IN AUGUST 1932! 
The postcard-  a fascinating insight into the day-to-day lives of people!  

                                            ️⛵  
          ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
I have always been fascinated by the messages written on the reverse of old picture 
postcards! Before the telephone became popular, the postcard provided a means of 
near- instant communication, the postal service being very reliable. The written 
message can be funny, sad, or mysterious! Picture postcards from bygone days, can 
also provide a running commentary on social history.  
                             I have chosen a postcard from my own collection to show you this 
month. It is dated 2nd August. 1932, and was posted at Westgate - on -Sea for a 
collection at 8.30pm. The postcard was being sent to London. King George V had 
just under 4 years left to reign, before his death in January 1936. The photograph 
on the front of the postcard shows St. Michael's Convalescent Home, Westgate-on-
Sea, now St Michael's Care Home. As you can see from a present day photo, the 
grade II listed building remains virtually unchanged in appearance. Built in 1895 as a 
convalescent home, St Michael's has a long history of caring and nursing.  
                              This postcard in my collection was sent to a Mr & Mrs. T. Porteus 
at 18, St. George's Road, St. Margarets, Twickenham, London ( St Margarets  is a 
suburb in the London Borough of Richmond upon Thames, and is within the Twick-
enham Post Town) .  
The postcard reads: 
"Westgate, Tuesday.  
Enjoying ourselves very much, but the weather might be kinder. Thanks for visiting 
Len and cheering him up. I simply hated leaving him at home, but as you know, Meg 
was in need of sea air.  She has just bathed and is quite tanned. Harry and Daphne 
are off to Paris on Saturday, but Harry has suggested that we stay on and that Len 
joins us. Hope he will. Love from all here to all at 18". 
                                    The postcard is written in ink rather than pencil, and I am sur-
mising that Harry and Daphne were on holiday with the writer and Meg. The forth-
coming holiday plans  of Harry and Daphne suggest that they enjoyed a comfortable 
lifestyle. This was after all, the early years of  the Depression. The house to where 
the postcard was directed at 18, St. George's Road, remains standing, and the aver-
age price of a house in that particular road, is currently fixed at £3 million!  
                                     The writer speaks of Len being left behind whilst she stays at 
Westgate with Meg. One can only wonder if they did stay on, and whether Len did, 
in fact, join them!  
                                      I was also intrigued about important current events which 
happened  on the 2nd August. 1932, and discovered that Tommy Hampson, origi-
nally from Clapham, London, had won gold on this day, in the 800 metre race at the 
Olympics held in Los Angeles in 1932!  



Tommy Hampson's time  was 1 minute, 49.8 seconds, setting a new world record! 
These Olympic games would prove to be the penultimate games to be held before 
the Second World War. The games would be held in Berlin in 1936, and would not 
resume again until 1948, when they were held in London.  
I hope that you have enjoyed this little article!  
Best wishes, Valerie  





AVAILABLE SOON The Westgate-on– Sea Heritage Centre 2022 Calendar 

Ideal for a Christmas present.  See  WHC website for details. 

              

            MY GRATEFUL THANKS  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to you all for sup-
porting me in a very difficult and sad period of my life, when my beloved mum, 
Sheila, passed away. Mum was always interested in life at St. Saviour's, and she 
read The Link with much interest. I was thrilled to receive such beautiful flowers, 
chocolates and wine upon my return! 

God bless you all . 

Love Valerie 

 



Phyll Scott— a member of St Saviour’s Church wrote to the Queen to offer her 

condolences for the death of Prince Philip enclosed the following article from 

the May edition of “The Link”, which  linked Westgate to the Royal Family.  Phyll 

was a choir member , flower arranger and did many other jobs around the 

church. 

















CHURCH ACTIVITIES  

 

Bellringers Practice every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm. 

 

Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring  

Susan 836430 .   

 

The Westgate Heritage Centre  

Meets on the 1st Saturday of each month 10am to 12noon.  A talk is usually 

given at these sessions.   FROM NOVEMBER 2021 until 

MARCH 2022 meetings will be at CHRIST-

CHURCH URC due to heating problems. 

Refreshments are available.  See the website for further details.   

 

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church -  Annual Membership Fee only £2 

New members welcome.  Join the  Friends of St Saviour’s church Subscription 

only  £2 per year .  All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the church and 

grounds.  Membership forms at the back of the church or ring  

Christine Attwood Tel 833314 email catt-

wood2002@yahoo.co.uk 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

 St Saviour’s Church has a Hearing Loop System     

Large print Hymn Books and Pew Sheets  

are available.    

Gluten Free wafers are also available please see   

Sidespersons or Churchwardens                                                                                                   



CHURCH SERVICES  

Sunday Services 

9am Holy Communion Prayer Book on the last Sunday of each month. 

10.30am Sung Eucharist 

 

SEE NOTICES FOR SERVICES 

 
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

1st Westgate Rainbows                   Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm 

8th Westgate Brownies & Guides   Fridays 5.30 to 7pm 

Brownies for ages 7 to 10 years  Guides for 10 to 16 years 

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




