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Dear friends, 

So- we come to what for is for many people the high point and for many the low 

point of the year- the Christmas season. The month of December marks a New Year 

in church- a new retelling of the Christian gospel, beginning with the announcement 

and birth of the Child of Bethlehem. When we put up our new calendars on January 

1st, the story is already well under way; the child is born and his parents will soon be 

fleeing for their lives as refugees to Egypt. 

Christians, then, approach Christmas differently from people of other faiths and 

none. For us it’s not simply about getting together and sharing good times with 

families and friends but a much deeper celebration of God-with-us Emmanuel.  

This message of God’s permanent presence through the ups and downs of life is at 

the heart of our faith. Without this assurance of solidarity with our human difficul-

ties, struggles and failures as well as our joys and delights we would be on our own 

to puzzle life out. As it is, we’re not- God is with us through it all. 

This conviction enables us not to draw lines between what God is interested in and 

what he isn’t; we know that every part of our lives matter to him. So- if we’re in 

debt or in love, in poverty or feeling flush, grieving for a loved one or celebrating a 

new baby, struggling with a relationship or with desperate illness or thankful for our 

health, it matters to God who came to join us on earth in a stable rather than a 

proper home to show that he understands life from the inside. 

God’s message to us all year round is I’m with you but especially at Christmas, we’re 

invited to take this seriously and ask ourselves what this means for us- how does it 

change the way we look at our lives? It should make all the difference between liv-

ing with despair or living with hope but we can’t do this on our own; we need the 

support of the community of God around us. God’s Church is called to be his hands, 

feet, eyes and ears in the world and so we invite you once again- as over every 

Christmas and indeed every Sunday- to join us in experiencing more of  God’s love 

for us all as we meet as his people in his house.  

May God bless you and all you love, care and pray for this Christmastide. 

Mother Karen 





  FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

For those Baptised 

“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”  

 

 

For those joined in Holy Matrimony 

“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they 

may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to 

each other”   

 

The Sick 

“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit” 

Anne and John,  Phyll,  Doreen , Beryl , Joyce, Vanessa, Janice, Michele, Stuart,  

Gordon, Gill, Jean,  Ann, Terry, Derrick,  Peter, Tina, Patricia, Zoe 

 

The Departed 

“Lord now lettest thou thy servant  depart in peace, according to thy word” 

We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their 

families and friends  

 

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time. 

“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for 

giving them to us”   

Father Stanley,   Sheila Brace 

 

World War 2 Roll of Honour  

Frederick Clark   1st December 1943           Edwin Tyrie    11th December 1941 

Bernard Setterfield   23rd December 1944                                                                                        

 

                                                                                                                                                                             



                  Glance back over November 

We glance back over November with a mixture of emotions- a sense of relief that 

we have been able to commemorate those we’ve loved and lost at All Souls and the 

national Festival of Remembrance  and a reminder of the fragility of life in what are 

still uncertain times for us all.  

As we have been joined by many people from the wider community over November 

it has been good to see the church looking absolutely beautiful throughout with 

lovely flower arrangements, including the memorial lilies and the stunning poppies 

of all sizes and shapes which have been made by children from St Saviour’s school. 

We look forward to the school children joining us in church on the last Sunday of 

November which this year marks the beginning of Advent. 

 Mother Karen 

We Will Remember Them 





Poppies decorate  the  

Church made by  

St Saviour’s School  

And  The I Belong Church 

Group 

The Jesse Tree  

With Poppy decoration 

“ Lest We Forget” 



 

 

                The Holy Family are on their travels 

If you have a child, grandchild or young neighbour who goes to St Saviour’s School, 

you may well find them ‘entertaining’ the Holy Family- Mary, Joseph and the faithful 

donkey for a night as they make their way around the parish of St Saviour’s, West-

gate this December. Every class in the school will have their own Crib figures. ‘The 

Travelling Crib’ is an old Spanish custom called the ‘Posada’, meaning ‘Inn’. 

These miniature Crib figures will be ‘travelling’ and staying in homes around the 

parish, reminding us of the long and difficult journey made by Joseph and Mary and 

also helping us to keep other refugees in our thoughts and prayers this Advent. 

Please do come to the Blessing of the Cribs service (10.30) on Advent Sunday ( 28th 

November) and look out for the Holy Family coming to stay with you- or a family 

near you! 





News from St Saviour’s Church of England School 

My news from St. Saviour’s is relatively simple and short this month.  The 

school has been given various additional chunks of funding by the Department 

for Education (as have all schools) to help children recover the learning lost dur-

ing Covid-related school closures.  I have spent the last few days in school work-

ing out how best to spend this extra money; in short, it is a nice problem to 

have. 

As a staff team, we have gradually formed the view that we do not particularly 

like handing over our children to external tutors.  Teachers want to address the 

gaps in children’s knowledge themselves.  Our teachers know which pieces of 

learning children missed and want to deliver learning activities to address those 

gaps.  Luckily, with this additional funding, I have been able to either recruit 

additional staff or increase the hours of existing staff.  We are going to use 

these additional hours of staff time to release teachers to work with small 

groups of children who have specific gaps. 

This strategy sounds simple but the ‘butterfly effect’ is powerful in school.  

Putting in an additional teacher into Year 5 has meant the year group having to 

re-jig most of their lesson timings.  Staff have had to change which groups are 

taught on which day and a whole host of other small changes to their working 

day.  Again, this is a nice problem to have.  I welcome the additional money.  I 

am also incredibly grateful to have an immensely amenable and flexible staff 

team who are willing to reconfigure their working week to facilitate these addi-

tional teaching activities. 

The gaps we see in children’s learning are significant.  This is the most daunting 

start to a school year I can recall.  Thankfully, the government have recognised 

this and provided funding; I am thankful to have such capable staff members to 

begin the process of catching-up.  I am also relieved to have the final two pieces 

of the puzzle – hard working children and supportive families.  Having children 

work so hard in lessons and having parents so willing to go the extra mile to 

help their children will certainly help this cohort of children recover from the 

pandemic. 

Nick Bonell, Headteacher 



Service for NHS Hearing Aid users There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at 

Westgate Surgery -every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes 

and free advice.  SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

Donations of food needed for the Storehouse Foodbank, based at Birch-
ington Baptist Church.  Please support our local foodbank by sending do-
nations of money to the PCC Treasurer  who will forward the money di-
rectly to the Storehouse.   Donations also accepted for Oasis and Porch-
light.   Please contact the Treasurer at neve389@btinternet.com for de-
tails    Thank you.                                                                                                                            

 

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”,  

donations towards the cost of printing would be appreciated,.   

 

The deadline for the  JANUARY 2022 “The Link” is   

SUNDAY  2nd JANUARY 2022 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
'If you would like a flower arrangement in church in 
memory of a loved one, we can supply this at any 
time..Donations from £10.'                                                                                                   



Treasurer’s Report  

Statement for the month of October 2021 

October 2021 
Income            £4943 
Expenses         £4972 
Deficit                  £29 
 
 
 
 
Total assets at 1 January 2021              £103340 
Total assets at   31 October 2021            £100773 
 
Deficit for year to date……..£2567 
 
   
 
G R Neve 
Hon Treasurer 
Email:  neve389@btinternet.com 
 

CHURCH CLEANING 
There is a big CHURCH CLEAN  10am to 12 noon  TUESDAY 
21st December. 
ALL WELCOME TO COME AND HELP.  REFRESHMENTS WILL 
BE PROVIDED. 
 

 



                  FRIENDLY FRIDAY IN THE VESTRY! 

                      ❄️        ️ ️ 

 

On Friday 5th. November, 2021, the Friendly Friday group changed its location from 
the main body of the church, to the vestry. This became necessary as a result of the 
approaching colder weather! Our new "home" is very cosy, and certainly a lot 
warmer! We have the use of the two front vestry rooms, and have access to tea and 
coffee making (and also Belgian chocolates!). Our tables are arranged as before, but 
on a much smaller scale, and at the moment, we are enjoying making Christmas 
bunting, to add to the church Christmas decorations. We have been very fortunate 
to have received an abundance of donated art materials from parishioners and 
friends, for our use at Friendly Friday. As Christmas approaches, we will have the 
opportunity to use these materials in our Christmas card making! 

Love Valerie.   

 



Gill  and  Jean  wish everybody a holy and  

blessed Christmas & a very Happy New 

Year. 

Jan & Anthea wish all our dear friends at  St 

Saviour’s A Very Merry Christmas and a 

Happier New Year. 

I wish all my friends at St Saviour’s West-

gate a Happy & Blessed Christmas & a good 

year for 2022.  Marie Evans 

The Neve Family wish everyone A Happy  

Christmas  & A Healthy New Year. 





From the Parochial Church Council Minutes (PCC)……… 

Meeting   23/05/21, 9/6/21, 19/06/21, 19/07/21, 2/8/21 (virtual meeting) and 
23/08/21 
Minutes approved   04/10/21 (socially distanced meeting) 
 
In view of the time elapsed between the meetings and approval of the minutes, 
only the meeting on 23 August minutes are detailed below.  All earlier minutes have 
been superseded by events or reflected in other reports. 
 
This meeting was arranged to consider the progress towards installing a new 
heating system in the church.  The current position was summarised given the 
Church of England aim to be carbon neutral by 2030.  Guidance issued by the 
Church Buildings Council was being followed.  There was discussion regarding the 
viability of installing a hydrogen fuelled boiler, but as current trials are geared to 
the domestic market, it was considered inappropriate to go ahead with this option.  
The provision of radiant panels by Solray was the preferred solution and a meeting 
between their representative and E Saunders Electrical Contractors (who were be-
ing asked to quote for installing the necessary wiring to the electric panels) had 
been arranged.  A further estimate for this work would also be requested from ACE-
lectricals Ltd.  It was considered that known costs could be met from existing re-
sources and that the work qualified for refund of VAT under the Listed Places of 
Worship Grant Scheme.  The heating of the Chancel/Sanctuary could not be provid-
ed by Solray due to limitations set down by the Diocesan Advisory Committee 
(DAC).  Alternative solutions were being researched. 
 
Meeting   04/10/21 
Minutes approved   01/11/21 (virtual meeting) 
 
Matters arising.  Manual handling.  The Health and Safety concerns regarding the 
moving of tables for outdoor refreshments has been resolved by the purchase of 
new lightweight folding tables.  Appointment of Sidespersons.  Deferred from 
meeting on 19 June 2021.  Further postponement agreed in the prevailing circum-
stances. 
Safeguarding.  The policy statement was reviewed and signed before posting on the 
noticeboard in the porch.  Training undertaken by Mother Karen had been almost 
completed, and advice was being sought from the Diocesan Safeguarding team re-
garding Disclosure and Barring Service checks and appropriate training for PCC 
members.  Mother Karen was appointed as Safeguarding coordinator for children 
and Mrs Bolger reappointed as Safeguarding coordinator for adults.  It was noted 
that in both children’s groups all children were accompanied by parents. 
Security.  Smartwater.  Last applied in 2012.  The low level gutters and downpipes . 



were now unprotected due to repainting in 2018/19.  External security lighting was 
considered and earlier discussions with the police in 2014 were highlighted.  At that 
time concern was expressed at the lack of lighting on the south side of the church, 
which had been overcome by the subsequent security lighting installed on the 
north wall of the Town Hall buildings. 
Church heating.  Estimate from ACElectricals received and considered reasonable.  
Project was on the agenda for the DAC meeting on 15 October.  Heating unlikely to 
be installed before Christmas.  It was also agreed to meet costs (£54k+) from re-
serves, not to fit thermostats to the panel heaters, include the heating of the 
chancel/sanctuary in the project, move the nave overhead heaters to the bell tow-
er and meantime fund a new fan heater for the bell tower. 
Worship and Mission.  Community Hub.  An updated statement of need was circu-
lated for discussion at the next PCC meeting.  Reports of discussions with the West-
gate-on-Sea Town Council were made and that a steering group meeting would be 
held in the Town Council offices at 6.30pm on 27 October.  Coronavirus.  As it 
would no longer be possible to keep the west doors open during services due to 
the colder weather, the wearing of face masks while moving around and social dis-
tancing would be reintroduced.  The need for further limitations and church open-
ing times to be reviewed at the end of October. 
Treasurer’s report.  Statements for July and August were considered and explana-
tions for variances in income explained.  The settlement of the insurance claim for 
the roof repairs had distorted the position.  Initial details of income/expenses for 
the Lark Ascending concert on 4 September were provided. 
Churchwarden’s report.  Lighting.  The Chancel lights had been replaced in August 
2021, but an invoice for this work was still awaited.  Lightning Protection.  Decision 
not to test every year but defer until autumn 2023 and advise PTSG Electrical Ser-
vices Ltd accordingly.  Confirmed that no maintenance contract had been taken 
out.  Pigeons.  Problem with droppings outside north entrance had lessened so no 
further action needed. 
Correspondence.  Green Church showcase.  Organisers advised that St Saviour’s 
heating and Community hub project would not be featured.  Westgate-on-Sea 
Town Council Neighbourhood Plan.  Attention was drawn to the plan received and 
ongoing consultation. 
Any Other Business.  All Souls Commemoration.  Names of those to be remem-

bered and requests for lilies to be provided in advance of service on 31 October.  

Concerts.  The piano recital by David Ruddock on 25 September had been much 

enjoyed and it was hoped to arrange further afternoon concerts for the coming 

months depending on the heating situation.  Birchington Silver Band had been 

booked to play at the Christmas Fayre on 11 December.  Christmas Fayre.  Applica-

tion to Thanet District Council for licence to run lottery (raffle) with 3-4 main prizes.   



 The Westgate-on– Sea Heritage Centre 2022 Calendar  £5 

Ideal for a Christmas present.  See  WHC website for details. 

Revd A Way booked to provide recorded music in the grounds.  St Saviour’s School.  

Mother Karen will be entering the school twice weekly from November 2021.  

Grounds clearance.  To take place on 16 and 23 October.  Topbranch to cutback 

south side and St Mildred’s Road side and clear site on 2 November.  Cost £620.  PA 

System.  Meeting held with Kent PA Systems.  Plan to get quality lapel and hand 

held mics and build up to a complete working system.  Roll of Honour.  The Roll po-

sitioned on the north wall had been damaged by damp.  Attempts to repair the 

damage by Lovelys in Cliftonville were unsuccessful.  Other alternatives to be pur-

sued price 
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The 1st Westgate Rainbows have been chosen as one of the Coop Local  

Community Fund Groups until October 2022. 

We would be grateful for anyone with a Coop card to select us as their cause. 

THANK YOU. 

 









TWO POSTCARDS FROM MARGATE THROUGH THE YEARS: 

1923 and 1973! 

                           ️       ⛱️ 

 

I have been looking through my picture postcard collection again, and have found 
two holiday postcards, reflecting the changing social history of the British seaside 
holidaymaker. Our two postcards were written fifty years apart, but from the same 
destination. 

 

Our first postcard shows a view of the lower promenade at Westbrook. It was post-
ed on the 23rd. May. 1923. On that day in 1923, the launch of Belgium's SABENA 
airline took place, with its first flight from Brussels to Lympne Airdrome in Kent. The 
stamp bears the younger image of King George V, and the postal cost was one pen-
ny. The writing on the card is in pencil, and it is written with a confident hand. I am 
under the impression that the writer is male. The writer uses Latin in his message, 
by writing:" tempus fugit" ( time flies)! He is writing to "Debs", and signs off infor-
mally. He feels that his holiday is going quickly! The addressee is a Miss. 
Boughton,  who is living at 28, Ashdown Street, Gospel Oak, London NW5. It would 
have been an affluent area. Gospel Oak is located on the southern edge of Hamp-
stead Heath, and today, is a haven of period properties. I searched for the address, 
but sadly, Ashdown Street was demolished, and the street no longer exists. In its 
place, is a modern housing development. Bombing during the 1940's and post-war 
regeneration, affected Gospel Oak considerably. The former area around Ashdown 
Street, would be unrecognisable to Miss Boughton, today!  

 

Our second postcard moves on fifty years, but we are still at the same resort of 
Margate. It is the 6th September. 1973, which was a Thursday. Richard Nixon was 
the president of the United States, and Edward Heath was the prime minister of the 
United Kingdom. It is postmarked "Thanet, Kent", and a postage stamp on that day 
cost two and a half pence. Four days later, the postage rate for a postcard in-
creased to three pence!  

 

Reading through the lines, I am surmising that the writer of the postcard is enjoying 
maybe a group holiday at Margate for two weeks in September. There seems to be 
a party organised for the following evening which would have been a Friday. The 
addressees are a Mr and Mrs Tomlinson, and judging by the way the writer ends 
the postcard with " mum T", I would imagine that she is Mr. Tomlinson's mother.  



She uses capital letters in her greeting, presumably for the christian names in re-
spect of each  family member.  

 

I researched the weather in Kent for the month of September 1973, and discovered 
that the month started off very warm, with a heatwave on the 9th, ( Sunday) which 
led to 31°being reached at the weather station in Gillingham (Kent)!!! I wonder 
whether our writer's wish came true about the second week of her holiday working 
"miracles" for her health!  

 

I hope that you have enjoyed reading this article as much I have  enjoyed writing it! 
I have noticed a difference in the actual content of postcards from the 1920's and 
1930's, in comparison to the 1970's and 1980's. The writers of the older postcards 
had a tendency to still be involved in domestic matters, despite being on holiday. 
Later writers predominantly concerned themselves with details of their holiday. As 
I wrote in my last article, postcards in the earlier part of the century were a form of 
social media, and the postal service was very reliable.  

Love Valerie.  





They are: 

1. Postcard of Lower Promenade, Westbrook, 1923. 

2. Address to which the 1923 postcard was sent in Gospel Oak, with King George V 
stamp.  

3. Message written on 1923 postcard.  

4. Postcard of Margate, 1973. 

5. Address and message of 1973 postcard. 

6. Present view of Mead Avenue, Leyland. Destination of 1973 postcard. 

7. Early Street plan showing Ashdown Street before demolition.  

8. Corner of Weedington Road and Queens Crescent today, in near proximity to 
where Ashdown Street would have been located.  

9. New development in Weedington Road today, in the vicinity where the houses 
in  Ashdown Street would have once stood. 



CHURCH ACTIVITIES  

 

Bellringers Practice every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm. 

 

Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring  

Susan 836430 .   

 

The Westgate Heritage Centre  

Meets on the 1st Saturday of each month 10am to 12noon.  A talk is usually 

given at these sessions.   FROM NOVEMBER 2021 until 

MARCH 2022 meetings will be at CHRIST-

CHURCH URC due to heating problems. 

Refreshments are available.  See the website for further details.   

 

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church -  Annual Membership Fee only £2 

New members welcome.  Join the  Friends of St Saviour’s church Subscription 

only  £2 per year .  All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the church and 

grounds.  Membership forms at the back of the church or ring  

Christine Attwood Tel 833314 email catt-

wood2002@yahoo.co.uk 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

 St Saviour’s Church has a Hearing Loop System     

Large print Hymn Books and Pew Sheets  

are available.    

Gluten Free wafers are also available please see   

Sidespersons or Churchwardens                                                                                                   



WILLIAM OF ORANGE-MALE WAR PIGEON-21ST RECIPIENT OF THE PDSA DICKIN 
MEDAL 

            ️        ️ 

 

 

William of Orange was a male war pigeon of British military intelligence service MI 
14, during the Second World War. William was trained by the National Pigeon Ser-
vice, and he did his best, and way better than his best, in serving the army. Pigeons 
were usually used by soldiers at this time to deliver messages whenever radio com-
munication wasn't enough. William was part of the Royal Corps of Signals, and as 
such, needed to prove his worthiness as a military pigeon. 

It was during the Battle of Arnhem in September 1944, that William of Orange really 
proved his worth.  Communications in that battle were a problem for the Allied 
units. German troops had surrounded the airborne forces. The paratroopers at Arn-
hem Bridge were in trouble and needed airborne support against the German sol-
diers. There were very few radio sets available, and those that were, malfunctioned. 
William of Orange was released by British soldiers at 10.30 am on the morning of 
the 19th September. 1944. Poor William of Orange flew over 250 miles, and the 
message he carried was one of the few to make their way back to the United King-
dom. He also flew whilst being rained upon by bullets from  the German forces. 
Remarkably, he travelled across 135 miles of open water without any navigational 
guide. William arrived at his nest box in England at 14.55. If William had not have 
relayed the message, it could have immediately spelt defeat to the British army. 

Because of his bravery in delivering his message, more than 2000 soldiers at the 
time of the Battle of Arnhem, were saved. For his courage and bravery, William of 
Orange received his Dickin Medal in May. 1945. 

A friend and I were recently discussing the role that animals played in wartime. She 
had served in the Wrens many years ago in communications,  and said that the re-
laying of messages, even in times of peace, was so important. What a courageous 
pigeon!  

Love Valerie  



CHURCH SERVICES  

Sunday Services 

9am Holy Communion Prayer Book on the last Sunday of each month. 

10.30am Sung Eucharist 

 

SEE NOTICES FOR SERVICES 

 
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

1st Westgate Rainbows                   Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm 

8th Westgate Brownies & Guides   Fridays 5.30 to 7pm 

Brownies for ages 7 to 10 years  Guides for 10 to 16 years 

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




